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By Peter Steele

It was definitely a celebration of  
everyday people, as both the gay 
and straight communities came 

out to embrace and pay tribute to our 
diversity. This summer’s Pride Week 
festival in the Cape Breton Regional 
Municipality (CBRM) was, by far, 
Cape Breton’s best in so many ways. 
This year we enjoyed an increase in 
support from our valuable spon-
sors and more volunteers pitched 
in to make the week run smoothly.

Always proud to celebrate our di-
versity, our Honourable Mayor, John 
Morgan, took part in the raising of  
our Pride flag. The CBRM, along with 
its Recreation Department, are one 
of  Pride’s main sponsors, and we just 
couldn’t deliver this quality festival 
without their partnership. 

The Atlantic Beach Party that 
followed at Morrison Beach saw sev-
enteen make the long distance drive 
to another county. Some camped out, 
and others, like my vanload, drove 
back home in the wee hours.

 Unfortunately, due to unforeseen 

Everyday People Celebrated 
in Cape Breton

circumstances, our gay and les-
bian youth did not get their Saturday 
Dance Social, but hopefully they’ll 
be able to organize one once school 
begins.

Our Pride Parade, featuring 
Gemini Award winning actor, Bette 
MacDonald as Grand Marshall, drew 
twice as many spectators as last year. 
Courtney MacPherson piped us along 
the hour-long parade. As it was no 
short walk, we appreciate him lead-
ing us along. Both our piper and 
our Queen-for-a-Day mingled for 
quite sometime at the post-parade 
gathering, and those in attendance 
enjoyed the chance to meet and chat 
with Bette. The AIDS Coalition of  
Cape Breton, PFLAG and Addiction 
Services had a wonderful response 
at their tables. Upbeat dance music 
played throughout the afternoon. 
Sincere thanks to David Slade and 
his assistants for overseeing the set 
up and security of  the gathering. 
Many thanks to M&M Meat Shops, 
Coca-Cola Bottling and Shoppers 
Drug Mart for enough hamburgers, 

hotdogs, soft drinks and water to give 
out to 250.

 The inaugural Pride Friendship 
Memorial Tournament saw the men 
win at baseball for the first time in 
Pride Week history. Congratulations 
guys: your 18 to 4 victory over the 
ladies will live in legend. Thanks to 
Jean Stewart and her son, Ryan, for 
their organizing of  the game, and to 
Pam Steele for creating our beauti-
ful trophy. The Family Fun Arcade 
and Picnic, following baseball, was 
a huge hit. Thanks to Atlantic Meat 
Packers and Dairy Queen for keeping 
the crowd nourished and quenched. 
Thanks to the Family Place Resource 
Centre for providing all the games, 
toys and the face paint (and great 
job Ryan and Stephanie with the face 
painting).

Our Movie Night featured screen-
ings of  “Imagine You and Me” and 
“Brokeback Mountain,” our tribute 
to Heath Ledger. Admission and 

The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show

Halifax 
Grieves 
Loss of 
Reverend 
Darlene 
Young

In the late afternoon of  September 12, 
the Rev. Darlene Young of  MCC Safe 
Harbour passed away peacefully at the 

Halifax Infirmary. She had been hospital-
ized due to cardiac complications the week 
prior, just after celebrating her 47th birthday.

Rev. Darlene was a pillar of  the Rain-
bow Community and her passing will be felt 
by many. In 2004 Rev. Young performed 
Nova Scotia’s very first same-sex marriage. 
Rev. Young was pastor at Safe Harbour for 
seventeen years. 

Calling all Unconventional 
Conventionists! On Thurs-
day, October 30, 2008, at 

8:00 p.m., DalOUT will host an 
interactive screening of  The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show at the Bus 
Stop Theatre (2203 Gottingen St.).

Everyone is strongly encouraged 
to dress for the occasion. There 
will be prizes for the best Rocky-
themed costumes. Suggested props 
for audience participation include: a 
flashlight, a small water pistol, rubber 
gloves, and a noisemaker. Party hats 
and newspapers will be provided, and 
refreshments will be available.

Entrance is free with a suggested 
donation of  $5.00. So come up to the 
lab and see what’s on the slab. We’ll 
all do the Time Warp again!

DalOUT, the LGBTQ society at 
Dalhousie University, is open to all 
members of  the public. Everyone is 
always welcome. For more informa-
tion, visit http://societies.dsu.ca/
dalout or e-mail dalout@dal.ca.

Wayves would like to express our deepest 
sympathy to her partner, Mun Lei Kai, and 
to her congregation. 

By Bob Fougere
Young, Rev. Darlene Mae
The Rev. Darlene Young, passed away 
on Friday, September 12, 2008 at the 
age of  47 years.

Born in St. Catherines and raised 
in Welland, Ontario and Pleasant Bay, 

YOUNG con’t on Page 5

See Page 3 for more DalOUT news

Cape Breton Pride Family Arcade Picnic. Photo provided by Peter Steele.

Cont’d to page 8
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October 
is GLBT 
History 
Month
October has been designated GLBT 
History Month, and the offi cial web-
site for this month (www.glbthistory-
month.com/glbthistorymonth/2008) 
has been updated with 31 new queer 
icons, people who have made a dif-
ference to the lives of  GLBT people 
in the world. Each day in October, an 
icon is featured with a video, biogra-
phy, bibliography and other resources 
on the website.

GLBT History Month icon vid-
eos will be broadcast on the LOGO 
and here! television networks, and 
streamed on major gay portals. A 
link for the videos is offered without 
charge to educational institutions, 
non-profi t organizations, for profi t 
companies and the public. More 
than 300 educational institutions, 
organizations and companies hosted 
GLBT History Month 2007 on their 
websites.

To fi nd out more about our his-
tory in Canada, and locally, visit the 
Canadian Gay and Lesbian Archives 
at www.clga.ca or the Halifax Gay 
Wiki at gay.hfxns.org. The CBC Ar-
chives website also has video and au-
dio clips from signifi cant points along 
the struggle. Check out archives.cbc.
ca and expand the Politics, Rights & 
Freedoms section.

Greetings From Halifax Pride

By Hugo Dann
First thing on Sunday morning, the 
boyfriend and I headed to Garrison 
Grounds to survey the scene of  the 
previous day’s Pride festivities. We 
picked up some stray bits of  garbage, 
rainbow ribbons and water bottles, 
and chatted with some early morning 
dog walkers wanting to share their 
appreciation of  the day. 

From there we headed across 
the “old bridge” for the gentlest of  
Pride events, the family BBQ on the 
Dartmouth Common. The boyfriend 
started decorating immediately, and 
soon Rainbow fl ags were everywhere, 
fl uttering from trees and bushes. A 
dozen extended families joined us 

for hot dogs and ham-
burgers, ably prepared 
by a few hardy members 
of  the Pride Board. Un-
der the bluest of  skies, 
the harbour sparkling, 
and the laughter of  chil-
dren in the background 
– it was impossible not 
to feel a deep sense of  
accomplishment with the 
outcome of  Pride 2008. 
Oh we knew there were 
things that would need 
improvement, and we’d 
certainly experienced 

what seemed a greater-than-normal 
number of  challenges, but so much 
had gone right! The boat cruise, the 
ball game, Reading Out Loud, the 
Youth Project’s events, all had done 
well. Attendance at the TimeOUT 
lectures was terrifi c, kudos and thanks 
to Kevin Kindred and NSRAP! An-
gels & Heroes had a sellout crowd for 
their tribute to Elton John and DaP-
oPo Theatre’s DaPride Café at Menz 
Bar was terrifi c. Newer events like 
the Pride Paddles from East Coast 
Outfi tters did well, and our fi rst ever 
Songwriters’ Circle was a marvelous 
evening. Many, many thanks to Ryan 
MacGrath and my new songwriting/

poet hero, Tanya Davis!
We know that there are things we 

can do to improve the Parade, and 
there’s lots of  work to be done on 
the post-parade concert. We would 
love to expand the Beer Garden and 
we’d defi nitely like to bring in some 
name acts for the concert. Still, it was 
fabulous to showcase such fantastic 
local artists as Ryan, Tanya and The 
Orchid. Ramona Westgate did a 
superb job on the community Fair 
and ensuring that we had so much 
on hand to offer for families. It was 
an awesome experience to it take 
its rightful place in the heart of  our 
capital city. I join with the rest of  
the Pride Board in expressing our 
thanks and congratulations to Ed 
Savage for making the route a reality. 
Andy, Billy, Dan, Ed, Kim, Kris, Liz, 
Maggie, Micheal, Patrick, Ramoma, 
Raymond, Shannon, Tamara, Tanya, 
Trent, and all our terrifi c volunteers, 
thank you for your exemplary work 
and dedication!

But of  course, the work isn’t over. 
We’re still busy tidying up loose ends 
and we’re working hard to improve 
the financial and organizational 
structure of  Pride for future years. 
We want to hear from all of  you about 
what you liked and what you didn’t. 

We also hope that many of  you will 
consider becoming more involved.

 
Halifax Pride AGM 
Nov 19

Please feel free to join us at 
our Annual General Meeting on 
Wednesday, November 19. We’ll be 
announcing the location closer to 
the day. In the meanwhile, please feel 
free to contact me directly by email at 
chair@halifaxpride.ca.

Letter From A 
Proud Mom

I’d like to close by sharing with you 
an email I received from someone in 
the week after Pride. It was signed, 
“A Proud Mom.”

“I am the mother of  a young gay 
man. We have been coming to the 
parade in Halifax for about 4 years. 
My son was only 14 when he came 
out to his father and me. I would like 
to comment on something that hap-
pened at this year’s pride - something 
that I thought was awesome. During 
introductions of  the people involved 
in this years parade, [Mike Sangster] 
was introduced as being one of  the 
‘original 75’ people parading in down-
town Halifax 20 years ago. For me, it 

was the highlight of  the events that 
day. I couldn’t get out of  my head 
how diffi cult it must have been to 
be one of  those original 75 people 
and having to wear a bag over their 
head to protect their identity. I am so 
grateful to these original 75 people...
they did so much for those like my 
son who endured many terrible things 
just going to school. We still have a 
very long way to go...

I just wanted to say how much I 
appreciate those that were so brave 
20 years ago. I wish [they] could have 
heard the conversation that my son 
and I had about them and what they 
have done on our way home. These 
people need to be honoured by those 
in the gay community and I would like 
for you to pass this message along to 
them. I am forever grateful to them 
and the Halifax Gay Community.”

I share her gratitude. Thank you, 
everyone!

LICENSE to CELEBRATE!
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Issue Content Deadlines: Oct 3, Nov 
7, Dec 5, Feb 6 2009; that is, the first 
Friday of each month (skipping January.) 
You can send your news, ideas, comments, 
criticisms, columns, cartoons and more to 
submissions@wayves.ca any time!
Production Meetings (Halifax): Monday 
Oct 6, Nov 10, Dec 8, Feb 9, 2009.
Help decide what goes in the next issue, 7:30 
PM, location: Anchor Archive, 5684 Roberts 
Street, Halifax (off Agricola, two streets south 
of North.) All welcome, every meeting.
Magazine Layout (Halifax): Oct 12, Nov 
16, Dec 14, Feb 15 2009. Help build the paper 
– no special skills required, just enthusiasm, 
and joining us even once, or for a few hours 
helps a LOT! 9:30 AM, On the stands, in 
the mail, and online: Oct 24, Nov 28, Dec 
29, Feb 27,2009.

Kim Fowlow
Ralph Higgins
Randall Perry
Raymond Taavel
Vance Maxwell

Will Murray
Your Name Here!

Want to tell your friends where to 
get their own copy of Wayves? Your 
first stop should be to www.wayves.
ca; you can download the current 
issue, a back issue, and also get the 
complete list of our distributors in 

Atlantic and around the country. If 
there are none handy to your home, 
write to submissisons@wayves.ca 
and tell us where we should be!

Wayves On Line!
Did you miss the last issue of Wayves? Or did your favourite distri-
bution point run out of copies? Don’t fret! Now you can visit www.
wayves.ca, and download the current issue, and the archives too! We 
have 2007 back issues on line now and will be adding 2006 soon. If 
you’d like to be notified when the current issue is online- email us at 
submissions@wayves.ca!

Come Out At 
The Grawood
On Friday, October 3, 2008, from 
10:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m., DalOUT will 
celebrate National Coming Out Day 
as they host their third annual “Come 
Out At The Grawood” night at the 
Grawood Bar and Lounge in the 
Dalhousie Student Union Building 
(6136 University Ave.).

Following the format of  past suc-
cesses, the night will feature a drag 
show, music by a live DJ, and some 
fantastic prizes. It is a guaranteed 
good time, so be sure to bring your 
friends. The cover charge is $3.00 
with $1.00 going to the Nova Scotia 
Rainbow Action Project.
DalOUT, the LGBTQ society at Dal-
housie University, is open to all mem-
bers of  the public. Everyone is always 
welcome. For more information, visit 
http://societies.dsu.ca/dalout or e-
mail dalout@dal.ca.

Who Will Fill 
Alexa’s Chair? 

Calling All Guys For a Guyz 
Group

With Alexa McDonough’s imminent 
departure from the House of  Com-
mons at the end of  the current Par-
liament, the federal riding of  Halifax 
is up for grabs. The NDP Member 
of  Parliament held the seat for over 
ten years, during which time she was 
re-elected three times, before an-
nouncing her retirement from federal 
politics.

There are four contenders for the 
popular MP’s seat.

On September 8, the Halifax 
riding’s NDP Federal Election Nomi-
nation was won on majority vote 
by Megan Leslie. Megan defeated 
Alexis MacDonald on the second 
ballot, after Irvine Carvery lost on 
the first. A lawyer by profession, she 
currently hangs her hat at Dalhousie 
Legal Aid as a Community Legal 
Worker and teacher. Her community 
involvement includes membership 
in the Nova Scotia Rainbow Action 
Project, facilitating workshops on 
transgender issues and participation 
in the NDP Nova Scotia Diversity 
Committee. Megan is also a founding 
member of  OutLAW, a Dalhousie 
Law School queer action group. For 
more information, check Megan’s 
websites at www.meganleslie.ca and 
meganleslie.ndp.ca.

Liberal Catherine Meade may be 
best known to readers for her involve-
ment in LGBT sports, as a lawyer, as 
a Safe Harbour person and for her 
overall activism. Catherine is current-
ly Co-president of  the Gay and Les-

bian International Sport Association 
(GLISA) and has been involved in 
queer sport since the Vancouver Gay 
Games in 1990. She is an Associate 
at Boyne Clarke, Barristers and Solici-
tors, specializing in areas of  estate and 
real estate law. For more information, 
check her websites www.votemeade.
ca and www.glisa.org/web_page/
BOD_Catherine_Meade.php.

The Conservative contender for 
the Halifax seat is Ted Larson. At 
press time, there was no informa-
tion on the party website about him, 
except for a phone number and 
e-mail address. His website, www.
tedlarson.ca, links directly back to 
the same boilerplate page on the 
party website.

Dalhousie University professor 
and media man Darryl Whetter 
threw his hat into the ring as the 
contender for the Green Party. His 
first collection of  short fiction, “A 
Sharp Tooth in the Fur,” published 
by Goose Lane Editions, was cho-
sen by the Globe and Mail as one 
of  its top 100 books of  2003. His 
first novel, “The Push and the Pull,” 
was recently released, also published 
by Goose Lane Editions. Let’s look 
for some interesting creativity from 
this one, should he succeed. Check 
out his websites, www.darrylwhetter.
ca and ridings.greenparty.ca/index.
php?module=article&view=15.

Be sure to make time to vote on 
October 14. Make every vote count.

Our Cover:
Vote early, vote often! Ottawa 
needs to hear a rainbow voice 
from all over Atlantic Canada!
Cover design by Cam Ma-
cLeod

By Tammy Barbour, ACNS Program 
Coordinator
A pilot for a new social group for gay 
men in the Halifax area is starting this 
fall. Providing a safe space for men 
to come together to develop social 
networks and talk about their experi-
ences, it is an initiative of  the AIDS 
Coalition of  Nova Scotia (ACNS) 
and we hope that the group will begin 
to define itself. Thanks to the Menz 
Bar, the first three meetings of  the 
Guyz Group will be held there in the 
library. The meetings will be guided 

by Gabe Saulnier, a proud member 
of  the community, from 6:00 8:00 
P.M on October 16, November 6 
and 27. Please come join us If  you 
have questions please contact me at 
425-4882.

Transform Your 
Understanding of Gender 
Diversity
By Cherie MacLeod, Executive Direc-
tor, PFLAG Canada
Moncton will soon push gender 
boundaries to a whole new level. A 
special workshop on transgender is-
sues is planned for September 30 and 
it is sure to encourage participants to 
see gender in new and diverse ways.

Attendees will hear about real life 
issues and learn the truths and myths 
of  gender variant children and adults. 
They will also gain an understanding 
of  the extent to which trans-identified 
persons are marginalized and discuss 
ways of  fostering greater acceptance 
in schools, healthcare and workplace 
environments. Each participant will 
receive a comprehensive resource 
CD featuring human interest stories, 
statistical data and research analysis.

Facilitator Denise Holliday is a 
61-year-old post-op transwoman 

who was granted full female status 
in Canada in 2003. Denise is an ac-
complished workshop facilitator and 
has a reputation for fine educating 
and story-telling, which will certainly 
be enjoyed by all who attend. She has 
lived full-time as a female since 1998 
and has been with her spouse, Sharon, 
for 38 years.

Denise is active in several areas of  
transgender education. As a writer 
for Wayves magazine, she penned 
the column, “Transgender Diaries,” 
and continues to contribute articles 
on various issues. She also serves 
on the board of  Northern AIDS 
Connection Society, volunteers as 
PFLAG Canada’s gender identity 
support coordinator and hosts the 
radio program, “Over the Rainbow,” 
on Halifax’s CKDU 88.1 FM.

The workshop will be held at 

La Terrasse, 154 Church Street, in 
Moncton. Workshop registrants can 
choose a morning session (10:00 a.m. 
– 2:00 p.m.) or evening session (5:00 
p.m. – 9:00 p.m.), each lasting four 
hours. Registration is limited to 40 
participants per session. Please reg-
ister early to avoid disappointment. 
The cost per session is $75.00.

La Terrasse co-owner, Mario 
Bourgeois Leduc, promises fine 
dining in a professional, yet relaxing 
atmosphere.

For more information, please 
contact Denise Holliday at 1-888-
822-9494 or Mario Bourgeois 
Leduc at (506) 854-0220. E-mail 
gender@pflagcanada.ca or visit the 
website for more information at 
www.amorepassion.com/corporate/
en_corporate.html (enter pflag0930 
in the blank provided for access 
code).
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Books and
sex toys

for everyone!

By Angus Campbell
Last month: rectal microbicides.  This 
month: douching.  Should I change 
my name to 
Anus?  Am 
I being too 
t o n g u e  i n 
cheek?

But this is a se-
rious topic and re-
cently I’ve been asked 
this question by a few 
people so let’s get all the 
giggles out of  the way now.  
Proceed when ready.  

Many men and women, 
gay, straight and bi, want to 
explore the pleasures of  anal 
sex (fi ngering, rimming, fucking, 
toys, etc.) but are concerned about 
hygiene.  Anal douching is the an-
swer so you can relax and enjoy, and 
the most common form is the anal 
syringe.  Stay calm, there’s no needle 
involved.

Two important comments before 
continuing:  1 – Douching fl ushes 
everything from the rectum, including 
the good fl ora, hence daily douching 
is not a good idea.  I’m not a medical 
professional so I can’t advise how 

Anal Douching 101

often is too often, but two to three 
times a week hasn’t harmed anyone I 
know.  2 – Unprotected anal penetra-

tion is a high 
risk activity for 

HIV and other 
sexually trans-

mitted infections.  
Safer sex suggests 

using a condom on 
the penis, finger or 

toy with lots of  water-
based lube.  For rimming 

you may want to consider 
a barrier like Saran Wrap.  

Put a dollop of  lube on the 
side that will press against your 

bum to increase the sensation.
So let’s look at the benefi ts of  

The How-To

“When you’re done 
you’ll know you’re 
100% fresh and 
ready for a fun 

prostate massage.”

• Pull the spike off  the 
bulb.
• Fill the bulb with warm 
(not cold and defi nitely not 
hot) water.  
• Reconnect the spike back 
on the bulb.  
• Rub a little water-based 
lube over the spike.  
• Sit yourself  on the toilet.  
Take a deep breath and relax.  
This is not going to hurt.  
Some consider it refreshing 
and sensual.  Gently and 
slowly insert the tip into 
your bum.  Relax.  Don’t 
force it.  Take your time.  

the anal syringe:  com-
pact, portable, inex-
pensive and available in 
select drug stores (often 
located on a lower shelf  
around the ear syringes) or 
online at a variety of  sites 
(search for “anal douche”) 

or SeaDogs.  It’s easy to clean, 
and you want to keep it clean.  
And most importantly, it’s 
effective and safe when used 
correctly.  

It’s made of  two sec-
tions:  the bulb and the 

spike, each about 4” long, 

When the spike is mostly 
in, slowly squeeze the bulb.  
The warm water will be 
directed into your bum.
• Gently remove the anal 
syringe.  Hold the water 
in your bum for up to 30 
seconds, a good sphincter 
control exercise.  Then 
release the contents into the 
toilet.  How did that feel?  
• Clean the spike with some 
soapy water if  necessary 
then repeat the process.  
You may want to repeat 
the process three or four 
times.  

AIDS PEI Receives Literacy 
Funds
AIDS PEI recently received a grant 
of  $1,000 from the Rotary Club of  
Charlottetown Literacy Foundation. 
The grant will be used to produce 
a culturally-sensitive, plain-language 
brochure describing the current nee-
dle exchange program. Partners for 
the project include the Native Council 
of  Prince Edward Island and the 
Public Health Agency of  Canada.

“Many thanks to the Rotary 
Club Literacy Foundation for these 

funds. It is because of  funds like 
this that AIDS PEI can continue to 
ensure that its clients are receiving 
information about hepatitis C and 
HIV/AIDS and that the information 
is relevant to diverse groups and ac-
cessible,” said Mark Hanlon, Program 
Director at AIDS PEI.

AIDS PEI hopes to have the bro-
chure ready for the public in 2009.

AIDS PEI is a not-for-profi t or-
ganization on Prince Edward Island 

that creates a supportive environment 
for persons living with HIV/AIDS, 
to increase public understanding of  
the impact of  HIV/AIDS, and to 
reduce the incidence of  HIV/AIDS, 
hepatitis C, and other STI’s in Prince 
Edward Island.

and operates on the same premise as 
an enema.  And it’s easy to use, just 
follow these instructions:

Got health and sexual health ques-
tions?  Email me in confi dence at:  
AngCam59@yahoo.ca.  
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Leonard Preyra 
MLA, Halifax Citadel- 
Sable Island 

Community Office 
989 Young Ave. Halifax, NS B3H 2V9 

444-3238  preyra@eastlink.ca 
www.preyra.ca 

“Coexistence: what the farmer 
does with the turkey— until 

Thanksgiving” 
Mike Connolly 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

Bedford 
United Church 
News
Bedford United Church, located at 
1200 Bedford Hwy, is an Affi rming 
Ministry within the United Church of  
Canada. This means the congregation 
has made, and continues to make, 
a public welcome to the Rainbow 
Community as well as other marginal-
ized groups in society.

Recently Anne Hebb, Chair of  
the Inclusivity Committee, attended 
the Affi rm United National Confer-
ence held in Saskatoon, SK. While 
the conference focused primarily 
on working for the full inclusion 
of  people of  all sexual orientations 
and gender identities in the United 
Church, the physical setting for 
the conference was in an inner city 
church. With that backdrop, all par-
ticipants were made painfully aware 
of  the continuing homeless and 
hunger that exist in Canada. Near the 
end of  the conference, Anne was pre-
sented with the 2008 Affi rm United 
Volunteer Award for her work at 
Bedford United, as well as other work 
in support of  the GLBT community 
in HRM and Nova Scotia.

In June Anne also began work-
ing as a covenenor of  the Affi rming 
Ministries Program at Affi rm United. 
In its third year as an Affi rming con-
gregation, Bedford United Church 
continues to be enriched by the 
presence and participation of  gay 
and lesbian members. Services from 
September to June are held at 9:00 
a.m. (celebratory in tone and features 
contemporary music) and at 11:00 
a.m. (quieter and more reverent in 
tone). Occasionally services are held 
at 10:00 a.m. Call the church offi ce 
at 835-8497 to confi rm times or visit 
www.bedfordunited.com.

Active Season 
for Northern 
AIDS 
Connection
The Northern AIDS Connection 
Society (NACS) hosted four walks 
this year in the communities of  
Truro, New Glasgow, Amherst and 
Elmsdale. The turnouts were super 
and the fi nal amount of  money raised 
has not yet been determined. Thank 
you to all who supported these events 
and worked behind the scenes. A very 
special thank you goes to Lauren 
Grant, our summer walk coordinator. 
Great job!

As part of  the work plan NACS 
hopes to work with the GLBT groups 

in Truro, Amherst and New Glasgow 
to set up a display about HIV/AIDS 
and programs we offer. Our agency 
knows that stigma and discrimina-
tion pertaining to HIV, as well as 
being gay, are huge factors and would 
like to address these concerns by 
working directly with these groups. 
There may be a possibility of  organ-
izing workshops and providing guest 
speakers highlighting issues such as 
prevention, healthy choices, services 
and more. We hope that the various 
groups in these communities will be 
open to working with the Society. We 
also hope to be invited to events such 
as dances or meetings with the vari-
ous GLBT groups to communicate 
and provide resources.

Our Healthy Decision Making Fair 
will be held in November at the Nova 
Scotia Community College in Truro. 
The goal is to assist community-based 
agencies working in areas of  health, 
healthy living, making healthy choices 
and services that they provide. This 
day is sponsored by the Truro and 
Area Community Health Board 
through the provision of  lunch and 
the space is provided free by NSCC. 
This annual event exposes students 
and the general public to information 
and services in the area. Anyone inter-
ested in setting up a booth is asked to 
contact Al or Bonnie at 902-895-0931 
or email nacs@eastlink.ca.

The 
Youth 
Project 
Turns 15!
By Sandra Bornemann
On November 15, the Youth Project 
will be celebrating 15 years of  serving 
the needs of  lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender youth in Nova Scotia! We 
will be hosting a reunion and birthday 
celebration open to all members of  
the community. Whether you cur-
rently are or have ever been a youth, 
a volunteer, board member, or a 
supportive community member, this 
is a great opportunity to come out 
and celebrate with us! Check out our 
website for more details.

In preparation for our celebration, 
we are currently looking for anyone 
who has previously been involved 
with the Youth Project to help us 
compile stories to document our 
history thus far. If  you were involved 
with the Youth Project at any point 
over the past 15 years, please visit our 
website for more information on how 
to get involved in our commemora-
tive 15 year anniversary project.

For more details, please visit our 
website: www.youthproject.ns.ca.

YOUNG con’t from Page 1

Nova Scotia, she attended Mount 
Allison University (83) and the At-
lantic School of  Theology (86). She 
was ordained in 1986 and served in 
ministry in both New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia.  In 1991 she began her 
work with the congregation of  Safe 
Harbour Metropolitan Community 
Church where she served as senior 
pastor until her death.

She is survived by her life partner 
Linda Kai (Mun Lei), siblings; Jessie 
(Douglas) MacKinnon, of  Pleasant 
Bay, Lorraine (Ronnie) Muise, Herbie 
of  Cheticamp, and beloved nephew 
JR Muise. 

Darlene will be remembered for 
her incredible dedication to her fam-
ily at Safe Harbour, MCC. She served 
on numerous boards in the Halifax 
community including the Nova Sco-
tia Rainbow Action Project and the 
AIDS Coalition. She was a theologian 
and scholar who had  a tremendous 
faith and love of  God.   She had a 
balance of  passion and compassion 
that changed all who knew her. She 
laughed easily and it was infectious. 
The delights of  her heart were her 

soul mate, Mun Lei (Linda) Kai and 
her nephew, JR Muise. 

A viewing was held at J. Albert 
Walker Funeral Home in Halifax 
Monday, September 15, 2008.

A Celebration of  Darlene’s life 
was held on               Tuesday September 
16, 2008, St. John’s United Church 
Halifax with The Reverend  Elder 
Diane Fisher offi ciating and several 
other church leaders notably The 
Rev. Elaine Westcott of  Koininia 
Church Halifax and Metropolitan 
Community Church Toronto’s The 
Rev. Brent Hawkes.

A memorial service will be held at 
St. Andrews United Church, Pleas-
ant Bay at a later date followed by 
internment at St. Andrews Cemetery 
Pleasant Bay. 

Mun Lei (Linda) Kai would like 
to thank the doctors and staff  of  
Queen Elizabeth II Hospital for their 
extraordinary care of  Darlene and the 
ongoing care she received from the 
nurses at the Cardiac Care Unit.

Memorial Donations in memory 
of  Darlene can be made to Safe 
Harbour Metropolitan Community 
Church, Box 31108 Halifax, N.S. B3K 
5T9.
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Hey Tom

October is a big month is the gay world. It is 
GLBT history month, plus October 11 is National 
Coming Out Day, at least in the US. Have there 
been Canadians who have come out on this date I 
wonder? And, of course, October is the month for 
Hallowe’en, considered by some to be the gayest 
holiday of all. I think it is a big event for the GLBT 
crowd because being in disguise is how some of us 
lived for a long time. And ironically there can be 
freedom to cut loose and really be yourself when 
dressed as someone or something else.

Did you ever go to a Purple Jesus party? Many 
years ago—like when you were a teenager—they 
had these parties where everyone brought some 
kind of booze and it all got emptied into one large 
container making a kind of potluck punch that eve-
ryone drank from. That’s kind of how I feel about 
this election; we Canadians have no idea what kind 
of bitter cup we are going to have to swallow, but 
we are pretty much guaranteed to have one hel-
luva hangover! I mean look at each of the party 
leaders as liquor. Jack Layton would be beer, the 
working man’s ale—and none of that imported 
stuff either. Elizabeth May would be something 
like Jägermeister, potent, made with organic herbs 
and green. Stéphane Dion would be vodka , has 
strength but colourless and not much flavour on its 
own. Stephen Harper would be wine made by an 
amateur winemaker from a kit. The kind that looks 
alright in the glass but leaves a really bad aftertaste 
in your mouth and upsets your stomach.

Forgive me if my typing seems a bit wonky 
sometimes. I think I’ve developed carpal tunnel 
syndrome from hitting the mute button every time 
I see one of the ads for Harper on television. And 
it does my blood pressure no good to look to the 
interminable American election now that Sarah 
Palin, that ideological granddaughter of Phyllis 
Schlafly, has arrived on the scene. It has all of the 
nightmarish quality of one of those horror movies 
where you think the madman has been slain and 
then suddenly a myopic monster rises up to take its 
place. Although I must admit it is nice of Palin to 
ensure that the healthcare package for her staff will 
cover rabies shots.

Palin’s discount eyewear is an interesting ac-
cessory. It reminds me of those old movies where a 
woman would put on glasses to disguise herself as 
an intellectual, although certainly not a librarian in 
Palin’s case. I think the Palin look will be very big 
this Hallowe’en. What could be scarier? Oh yeah, 
the Stephen Harper disguise. The best thing about 
the Stephen Harper costume is that all it takes is a 
sweater to completely alter how people see you. 

A kind of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hidebound. Imagine 
hordes of little trick or treaters showing up at your 
door dressed as Palin or Harper, like Stepford children 
with vacant smiles and rifles.

Did you hear about Geri Hall of This Hour has 22 
Minutes getting kicked out of Harper’s press confer-
ence, handcuffed and almost arrested? Harper said 
he didn’t recognize her or watch the show. Well, of 
course not, that would require a sense of humour! I 
sometimes think his handlers must have little cue cards 
for him that say “Smile” or “Pretend to find slightly 
amusing” or “Shake hands with children” so that he 
will know how to act in public. I guess they were 
unprepared for 22 Minutes; spontaneity not exactly 
being the Conservatives strong suit.

I’m glad to see comics on both sides of the border 
are starting to weigh in on the candidates. Ridicule is 
one of our most effective weapons, especially when 
politicians are relying on style over substance.

Speaking of comics, I was happy to see the lovely 
photos from the DeGeneres/Rossi wedding—even 
if I was slightly surprised that both were dressed in 
virginal white. And now George Takei has married 
his long time partner. To think that all those years ago 
he might have been secretly thinking, “Beam me up 
Scottie and don’t wrinkle the chiffon!” Or maybe Sulu 
was a space-faring closet case yearning for some man 
to go where no man had gone before, while adjusting 
the speed of the thrusters. Considering the number of 
Trekkies in the world this is big international—perhaps 
intergalactic—news.

I will admit to a certain smug satisfaction in be-
ing able to see these ceremonies from Canada where 
same-sex marriage is legal across the land but I very 
well remember the emotional and powerful effect of 
the first queer weddings here. When someone as well-
known and well-liked as Mrs. Ellen DeGeneres gets 
married it has a huge ripple in the pond effect, and 
there are lots of boats that need rocking.

Gotta go now, Tom. Need to change the newspaper 
in the bird cage and I’ve got a lovely image of Stephen 
Harper so my feathered companions can show him 
their ...uh, affection. A form of what I call birdy doo 
doo voodoo.

Love ya!

Visit our lighting showroom 2698 Agricola Street, Halifax, NS
902.420.0736  | normanflynn.com  |  lighting + design services
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Some things should be as easy as pie.
Looking to sell or buy a home in Halifax?
Afraid it will be a long and complicated
process? With over 20 years of sales in Metro
Halifax, you can trust I have the experience to
make your real estate decision a simple one. 

Contact me today. Cell 902.456.9988
Email ene@ns.sympatico.ca
www.edithhancock.ca

Professional
Realty
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Abegweit Rainbow 
Collective
by Shawn-Patrick McDonald, ARC 
Co-Chair
Happy fall to everyone as Thanksgiv-
ing and Gay Christmas (Halloween 
of  course) approaches and the cold 
weather starts to set in. I hope that 
everyone has found a cuddle buddy 
for the winter. ARC is doing a lot of  
work this fall within and outside of  
our community and it is very exciting 
to see the plans we have shaping up.

There are some big plans in the 
works for the upcoming months. 
A Red Tie Gala fundraiser is in the 
works to help out one of  our fantastic 
partners, AIDS PEI Community Sup-
port. The exact details such as date, 
time, place and who will be perform-
ing are still being ironed out, but it is 
shaping up to be a huge event. We are 
also reviving our GLBT Youth Group 
and GLBT Youth Drop-Ins with 
renewed vigour; after all, youth are 
the future of  our community. We are 
also looking for more volunteers to 
complete the setup of  our Rainbow 
Resource Room GLBT Library. We 
have lots of  books, magazines, and 
videos that need to be entered into 
the computer and catalogued in order 
to start our lending process.

We have three dances coming up 
in the month of  October and we 
have many more booked well into 
2009. Our dances are now being 
held in Mavor’s Bistro and Bar, with 
the dance floor being located in the 
Studio Theatre, both venues located 
in the Confederation Centre of  the 
Arts in downtown Charlottetown. 
The venue is perfect and has a beauti-
ful softly lit courtyard for those who 
need to take a break from the dance 
floor. Speaking of  the dance floor, 
we normally have our Resident DJ, 
Michael-Shawn, spinning all the latest 
tracks from Ibiza and all around the 
world, as well as our favourite pop 
and dance hits remixed for an extra 
flair. As an added bonus we plan to 
feature some guest DJ’s, such as DJ 
Marnie G. and DJ Eric.

Upcoming dance dates: Friday, 
October 3; Saturday, October 18; and, 
of  course, our Halloween dance on 
Saturday, November 1. As usual, we 
will have a best costume contest, so 
come out and be the most creative 
and festive that you can be.

For the complete schedule and 
other information, visit www.arcof-
pei.com or call 902-894-5776.

ARC fun on PEI  Photo provided by: Shawn Patrick McDonald
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Live yourdream.
Enjoy the fine art

of effectivewealth strategy

Regardless of age or circumstance, the best time to secure your
future is now. At IPC, we can help. With access to world-class

products and services, we can help you live your dream - whether it
is focused on your retirement, estate planning or travel.

For more information or a personal financial consultation:

Please call (902) 481-5645

M.D. (Mike) Williams
... solid financial solutions

Tel: 902.481.5645
Email: mwilliams@ipcc.org

www.williams-wealth-management.com

Buy a house, get a
fridge magnet (and
outstanding service).

Rosie Porter
Realtor

cell 209-7073
www.rosiep.ca

By Paula Arsenault
“The prices are going up tonight so 
we better fill the tanks tonight.” This 
has become a new way to say good 
night in our household. Transporta-
tion is a big concern for those of  us 
who live in a rural area.

Gas prices are one more thing to 
think about when deciding on taking 
a certain job over another. I recently 
had this experience when weighing 
the different jobs I was applying for. 
Would I be able to car pool? Would 
I be able to earn enough to cover the 
cost of  gas? What about the covering 
the extra car insurance? What about 
the wear and tear on my vehicle? Was 
taking this job going to be worth it?

I have a feeling these are all 
things everyone is considering, not 
just country folk. However, we don’t 
have options. There is NO public 
transportation: we have to still find a 
drive 55 kilometres away to catch it, 
and this would just not work.

I remember complaining about 
the buses when I was going to uni-
versity in Halifax. I regret that now 
as the complaint was about waiting 
another 10-15 minutes to catch a 
bus. That is minor compared to now 
when my concern is the dent in my 
pocket caused by the cost of  gas and 
vehicle prices.

Our transportation woes do bring 
out the plusses of  being neighbours 
on the rainbow dirt road. We soon 
learn who along our road is travelling 
to work and willing to car pool. We 
also learn quickly which neighbours 
have a snow plough for winter and a 
tractor for those greasy mud roads 

in spring—this summer, a visiting 
relative commented to me after all 
the August rain, “The cottage owner 
should be able to bring out a fan to 
dry the road.” “Thank you for that 
laugh,” I replied. “You should see the 
roads in spring!”

When living in the rural area you 
have to also learn the art of  driving 
a “beater,” the car that will get you 
through the year. Purchased for little 
money, with a safety inspection for 
one more year (important), this is the 
car that can be driven on back roads, 
where you you don’t mind getting 
bent rims from pots holes and or 
dents from animals. A beater is the car 
you USE; it is not an ego car.

Who can afford an ego car in the 
country, anyway? Rarely will you find 
an ego car, like an SUV, in the country. 
We are the champion gas mileage car 
drivers, and only when needed for the 
farm or other work do we purchase 
a truck. We never have to fret over 
leasing or buying, because our mile-
age will be so high we can not afford 
the lease in the first place.

Some of  our country rainbow 
friends use alternative travel. They 
ride a bicycle to a store or, for leisure, 
go horseback riding. When we gather 
to party or celebrate our conversa-
tions often turn to the price of  gas, 
what car gets the best mileage, and 
who has a beater for sale.

Not so long ago we have stories 
about our rural ancestors using public 
transportation to get to appointments 
and to visit. There were buses and 
railroads crisscrossing our landscape. 
These provided a lifeline of  travel for 

A Rural Point of View

 “When we gather to 
party or celebrate our 
conversations often 
turn to the price of  

gas, what car gets the 
best mileage, and who 
has a beater for sale.”

many people. We do not even hitch-
hike anymore. The concerns about 
rural transportation are many. The 
pat answer to all this is, “Well, you 
choose to live where you live.” My 
response is, “Choice is only a matter 
of  opinion.”

And speaking of  choice, in my 
next column I will let you in on what 
it has been like to be a “focus fam-
ily” for a reality television show... 
stay tuned.

Integrity Fredericton 
The Anglican Church support group 
for homosexuals, lesbians, and other 
non-heterosexual people is hosting a 
fall symposium on Human Sexuality 
and the Church. This event, sched-
uled for Saturday, October 18, will 
be held in the Alumni Memorial 
Building, 13 Bailey Drive, at the Fre-
dericton campus of  UNB.

There will be five presentations, 
with dialogue following each topic. 
The presentations will include Scrip-
tural interpretation of  sexual issues, 

the history of  our sexual acceptance 
within the Anglican Church, the 
Diocese of  Fredericton’s response, 
the psychological cost of  being a 
non-heterosexual in our society, and a 
pastoral response to non-heterosexu-
als seeking a spiritual journey.

This event begins at 9:30 a.m. and 
concludes at 3:00 p.m. Registration 
cost is $25.00 per person, and lunch 
is included. For registration forms 
and further information, contact 
davidstaples@rogers.com.
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Lay Chaplaincy Services
Universalist Unitarian Church of Halifax

5500 Inglis Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3H 1J8
uuchurch@eastlink.ca
902-429-5500

Susan Stephen & Gwen Armshaw  Lay Chaplains
sstephen57@gmail.com     armshaw@hfx.eastlink.ca
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Cape Breton Pride   con’t from  page 1

INAPPROPRIATE 

New paintings by Holly Carr will be 
on display at FRED, 2606 Agricola 
St, Halifax, from September 19 to 30, 
2008. The opening performance, suit-
able for adults only, which will incor-
porate a monologue, music and the 
creation of  a 16’ x 18’ painting, will be 
held at FRED on Friday, September 
19 from 8:00 – 10:00 p.m. Tickets 
cost is $20, on sale at FRED. Call to 
reserve your seat at (902) 423-5400 
or e-mail info@fredsalon.ca. Visit the 
website at www.fredsalon.ca.

Bette MacDonald at the Cape Breton Pride Parade  Sydney
Pride Drag Show - Mz Indie Skies

Pride Basebal l .  All 
Photos provided by Peter 
Steele

popcorn were free, along with bar 
service. We relaxed in lawn chairs 
for a wonderful evening. Thanks to 
the YMCA of  Cape Breton for the 
projection equipment.

Robert Barrie rocked our Mu-
sicFest once again. Robert donates 
his time and talent every year and 
is truly a crowd favourite. Our fi rst 
ever Karaoke Night was a huge hit. 
Congratulations to Ross Hunter for 
winning the top prize, and kudos to 
Cathy, Matt and David for their win-
ning performances. Special thanks 
to Blair, Eva and Michael for playing 
judges Randy, Paula and Simon.

 PFLAG’s Open Forum didn’t get 
the turnout we had hoped, but the 
publicity of  the event and PFLAG 
itself  in the news was huge. PFLAG 
will certainly get lots of  calls from the 
exposure. Pride Cape Breton is proud 
to partner with PFLAG however we 
can.  Congratulations to Michael 
Gillis and Sana Kavanaugh on their 
presentations and work on behalf  of  
PFLAG. Thanks to Sobeys for the 
light lunch and refreshments.

Our Pride Dance was the largest 
attended event in our history. Thanks 
so much to Chuck and Mike (or was 
it John?) for getting the sound system 
working. Carrie and Crystal, you did 
an awesome job with the music! Be-
sides the huge number of  people, it 
was great to see the diversity amongst 
those at the dance. We hope we’ll 
get to see you all at our end of  the 
month dances.

The special drag show, hosted by 
hometown girl, IV and VIII Empress 
Boom Boom, was an amazing end 
to an incredible week. Accompany-
ing her was Empress Ms. Vicki, 
Dowager Empress Natasha N., G.G. 
Gore and Dennis Storm. Our biggest 
surprise was the introduction to Ms. 

Indie Skies. This gorgeous number is 
already a pro after only two perfor-
maces. I lost count of  Boom Boom’s 
continuous wardrobe changes, and 
Ms. Vickie, I’ll never forget you and 
look forward to meeting you again. 
Thank you, Swiss Chalet, for feeding 
my ladies and gentlemen. 

We presented lots of  donated 
merchandise and certifi cates as door 
prizes at all our post-parade events. 

Thanks to our friends at CBC for 
their continued coverage of  our com-
munity, and to K94, the Giant and 
the Eagle for their participation. You 
may think you just give notice of  our 
events, but you help foster awareness 
and acceptance of  our community. 
Thanks to City Printers and Boutique 

Calliope for your huge support.
Profound thanks goes to Darren 

McKinnon and John Griffen for all 
they did to help make Pride Week run 
smoothly, and to Cheryl for always 
being there to serve up our refresh-
ments. And last, but not least, for 
your help throughout Pride, thanks 
to Stephen, Ducky, Jackie and An-
gela, as well as my good friend, Rob, 
who visited Pride from Ontario. He 

volunteered through-
out his stay and said 
he never met such a 
great group of  peo-
ple.

Visit us at www.
pr idecapebreton.
com, where you’ll 
fi nd updates of  our 
monthly activities, 
maps to venues, and 
links to other friends 
and allies within our 
community. We’re 

always looking for vol-
unteers, so if  you’re 
interested in getting 
involved with your 
community, email us at 
info@pridecapebreton.
com, or contact a board 
member.
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by Bill McKinnon
The Atlantic Fringe Festival (AFF) is 
over for 2008; so it’s time to consider 
Fringe 2009. AFF had many super 
shows this year including three pro-
ductions of  LGBT relevance. AFF is 
small in size compared to festivals in 
larger cities but its quality is high.

Daniel MacIvor’s one-man play, 
“Wild Abandon,” an emotional roller 
coaster, chronicles the turmoil of  a 
lonely youth’s struggle with the vicis-
situdes of  life. It was beautifully, pas-
sionately and convincingly performed 
by Kyle Gillis under the direction of  

Neptune Theatre School’s Charlie 
Rhindress. For more about Kyle, see 
www.facebook.com/pages/Kyle-Gil-
lis/8272619813 and for more about 
Daniel and his many plays, see www.
danielmacivor.com.

“Gay White Trash,” by Michael 
Best and Kevin Curran, is perhaps 
the best gay play ever to originate 
in Nova Scotia. It ran to sold-out 
houses in 2005 and was again a hit 
at this festival. The excellent cast 
included Michael and Kevin and 
Tara Doyle, from the original, plus 
Marty Burt who also directed this 
not-to-be-missed play which so deftly 
and hilariously dispels gay-stereotype 
misconceptions. For a review, see 
www.metronews.ca/halifax/enter-
tainment/article/103281 and/or 
www.thechronicleherald.ca/Art-
sLife/1075349.html .

Atlantic Fringe Festival 2008: A Review

“Southern Time,” a two-person 
rock opera is of  interest as the lead 
character “relives how he contracted 
HIV from a complex and disturbing 
relationship with his African-Ameri-
can cello professor.” Tim Bartsch (the 
writer/composer) and Shazia Islam 
are the two performers and both have 
lots of  talent. The show was a bit too 
long but the story and music are both 
great and this is a play with a message 
every non-hermit gay needs to hear. 
Readers can listen to the music, see 
a video, read a synopsis of  the show 
and learn what it is all about at www.
southerntime.ca.

These shows are now over—no 
point in dwelling on what-one-might-
have-seen, but they will likely all be 
back in or near Nova Scotia again 
someday; so if  you missed them, watch 
for their revival and find out more 
from http://www.atlanticfringe.ca/ 
or write to billmckinnon@eastlink.
ca for a review.

What is a fringe festival? It’s a 
low cost, low risk, theatre delivery 
system for performing arts, artists 
and audiences. A fringe is accessible 
and affordable, a free market for 
performers—unjuried, uncensored, 
with an anyone-can-put-on-a-show/
anything-goes attitude. It’s an art-

ist-driven festival, the on-ramp for 
culture workers—actors, writers, 
technicians and producers. The AFF 
celebrated its 18th run in 2008 with 
over 40 shows from Atlantic Canada, 
Ontario, and the U.S., with 250-
plus performances in seven venues: 
musicals, dramas, comedies, dances, 
performance, belly dancers, stand-up, 
etc. The concept was born in 1947 
in Edinburgh, Scotland, where the 
world’s largest fringe festival is still 
held. In this country they are held 
in many cities including Edmon-
ton, Canada’s largest. (Some of  the 
forgoing was gleaned from fringe 
websites.)

Would you like to get involved? 
You may wish to put on a show by 
yourself  or with others, an original or 
not, gay or mainstream. In any case, 
now is the time to start preparing for 
next August. Maybe you will write a 
play, skit or a routine. It will be a lot 
of  fun, will not cost much and may 
be a way for you to break into show 
business, as an amateur or to make 
some money. Some fringe plays have 
achieved fame and fortune. Perhaps 
you would like to volunteer and are 
not interested and/or not yet ready 
to mount a production. If  so, you 
don’t need to do anything until next 

August, but then you will be able to 
help out and see some shows for free. 
Finally, you may just wish to simply 
attend shows and that is also great. 
Whatever experience you choose, 
you will have the chance to get off  
the couch, enjoy shows, meet inter-
esting people and come to the media 
launch which always has great food 
and celebrities.

I have experienced fringe as a 
spectator in six cities, including Ed-
inburgh, and enjoyed participating 
in a small way as a volunteer in both 
Ottawa and Halifax.

Kyle Gillis in Wild Abandon. 
Photo by Bill McKinnon

Gay White Trash. Photo by Bill McKinnon

Southern Time. 
Photo by Bill McKinnon
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Chef Darren is Chef and Co-owner of Chives Canadian Bistro, Halifax’s 
newest two star restaurant, 1537 Barrington Street, Halifax, N.S. For 
reservation call (902) 420-9626, www.chives.ca.

When I think Thanksgiving dinner the first thing 
that comes to mind is my nanny Lewis’ amazing 
sweet potato pie. I have never been a sweets 
fan, not even as a child. I have always preferred 
the savoury side of  the feast, but nanny’s sweet 
potato pie always made me finish my peas so I 
could have dessert. Nanny has been gone for 
years now, but her base recipes live on through 
me. If  you enjoy pumpkin pie you will love this 
recipe. The flavours are very similar, yet the sweet 
potato has imparts a creamier texture. This des-
sert is best served still warm and fantastic drizzled 
with maple syrup and a scoop of  candied ginger 
gelato. Enjoy!

Next month a salute to our troops on Remembrance Day.

Chef’s Corner Ingredients (for 1 9” deep dish pie plate)

1 recipe sweet dough (write for recipe)
1 1/2 lb sweet potatoes
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup maple syrup
2 tsp ground ginger
1 tsp ground cinnamon

Sweet Potato Pie

1/2 tsp ground nutmeg
1/2 tsp ground cloves
1/2 tsp salt
1 oz vanilla brandy
1 cup 35% cream
4 large eggs
2 egg yolks

Method

1. Line your pie plate with rolled out dough and crimp the edge, dock with a fork, line with parchment paper, 
fill with dried beans to weigh the dough down and bake at 400°F for 10 minutes or until dough is golden brown 
and set. Remove from oven and let cool on a rack, then remove the beans and paper. Brush the inside of  the 
shell with 1 lightly beaten egg white to create a barrier between the shell and filling..

2. Bake the sweet potatoes in a 400°F oven until very tender. Cut in two, remove the flesh and puree in a food 
processor until very smooth

3. In a large mixing bowl combine the puree, sugar, syrup, salt and spices. In another bowl whisk the eggs, 
brandy and cream together, the combine this mixture to the potato mixture and whisk smooth. Pour the mixture 
into the prepared pie shell and bake at 350°F until the filling is set in the centre (approx. 35-45 min).

4. Let cool on a cooling rack for at least 30 minutes before serving. 

Canada’s 
source for 
queer news
All you need to know today

Go to

Students rally at Canada's Parliament against a ban on gay organ donors.

by Ted Gaudet
I was fortunate to get a last-minute 
scholarship from the Global Network 
of  People Living with HIV/AIDS 
(GNP+) to attend the 17th Inter-
national AIDS Conference (AIDS 
2008). The Conference is convened 
by the International AIDS Society 
(IAS) every two years, and took place 
in Mexico City from August 3 - 8, 
with close to 25,000 participants. For 
the first time, the 12th International 
Conference for People Living with 
HIV/AIDS (LIVING 2008) was 
held just prior to AIDS 2008 on July 
31 - August 3 which had over 400 
participants.

The Positive Leadership Sum-
mit of  LIVING 2008 was centered 
on the following themes: universal 
access to HIV treatment, care and 
support; positive prevention; sexual 
and reproductive health and rights of  
people living with HIV; criminaliza-
tion of  the transmission of  HIV and 
included issues for women and most 
at-risk groups.

AIDS 2008 continues to offer a 
scholarship program and this year, 
of  the 866 international applications 
from People Living with HIV/AIDS 
(PLWHIV), 320 were awarded. In ad-
dition, the province of  Ontario made 
150 scholarships available for Ontario 
residents and ICAD provided 30 
travel scholarships to Canadians. 
Other Canadians also attended as 
self-supporting delegates.

AIDS 2008 had a number of  com-
ponents, including satellites sessions, 
poster and exhibitions while the main 
conference had three main streams: 
community, leadership and scientific 
programs. It also included a Skills 
Building Program which was a unique 
component of  the conference span-
ning the community, leadership and 

scientific programs. Its purpose was 
to offer workshops covering a diverse 
range of  topics with the principal 
aim of  providing a stage for teaching 
specific skills or strategies to specific 
audiences that can then be applied 
within their own work or life settings 
once they return home.

The Global Village was a large 
area at the conference consisting of  
exhibitions, workshops, networking 
area, and a marketplace which was 
open to both conference delegates 
and non-delegates free of  charge. 
This included community organiza-
tions from around the world, local 
or national groups and the general 
public. Through this interactive and 
participatory space, the Global Vil-
lage highlighted HIV-related issues, 
concerns and priorities facing vari-
ous HIV-affected communities. The 
program promoted dialogue, encour-
aged networking, built solidarity, and 
promoted inclusion in the global 
community. The Cultural Program 
demonstrated the importance of  art 
in response to the global AIDS epi-
demic by showcasing culture and arts 
in all forms including film and video, 
visual art, theatre, poetry, dance, mu-
sic and other creative forms.

The AIDS 2008 Youth Pro-
gram provided an opportunity to 
strengthen the participation of  youth 
and the profile of  youth issues in the 
conference with such activities as a 
youth pavilion, an electronic youth 
bulletin, a youth media hub, youth 
presentation space, youth mentorship 
activities and a youth website.

The PLHIV Lounge helped del-
egates to maximize their participa-
tion at the Conference by providing 
a calm and supportive environment 
with space for informal discussions 
and peer support, quiet relaxation, 
complimentary refreshments and 
a safe place to take prescription 
medication.

Other than the various pre-Con-
ference events, the Conference pro-
gram included 150 satellite sessions, 
a daily plenary session, and over 
600 information and skills building 
sessions while the Global Village 
had its own program and activities. 
Activists played an important role at 
the Conference by organizing events 
and demonstrations that created 
awareness on various issues.

I had attended the Bangkok Con-
ference in 2004 and the Toronto 
Conference in 2006 therefore the 
Mexico Conference provided me 
with a continuum and a basis for 
measuring successes in the response 

to HIV/AIDS globally. The next 
conference will be held in Vienna in 
2010 and I encourage those actively 
involved in the field of  HIV/AIDS 
and those looking to expand their 
horizons in the field to consider at-

tending at least one conference—it 
definitely will change your perspec-
tive, enlighten you, and you will be 
much better informed on the impact 
of  HIV/AIDS on many fronts.

“The program 
promoted dialogue, 

encouraged networking, 
built solidarity, and 

promoted inclusion in 
the global community.” 

The 2008 International AIDS Conference
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Al-Anon/Alateen: for families & friends of 
problem drinkers. Does someone you know 
have a drinking problem?. 466-7077 web: www.
freewebs.com/alanonmaritimes
AtlanticCanadianLesbians: Online Group For 
Lesbians from the Atlantic Provinces. email: 
AtlanticCanadianLesbians@groups.msn.
com web: groups.msn.com/AtlanticCanadi-
anLesbians
AtlanticPoz: A new discussion group is for indi-
viduals living with HIV in Atlantic Canada. web: 
health.groups.yahoo.com/group/atlanticpoz/
Egale Canada - Atlantic: (888) 204-7777 email: 
egale.canada@egale.ca web: www.egale.ca
GaySpaces, Fredericton: Free postings of 
GLBT-friendly places to live in Canada. email: 
info@gayspaces.org web: www.gayspaces.
org
Gender Expressions Atlantic: Support for 
transgendered individuals ranging from 
Crossdressers to Transexuals. email: gen-
der_expressions@hotmail.com web: www.
geocities.com/gender_expressions/ (No 
scheduled meeting. Occasional social events, 
by invitation only.)
Healing Our Nations, Dartmouth: Healing Our 
Nations is an Aboriginal HIV/AIDS service 
organization that serves the Atlantic region. 
(902) 492-4255 email: director@accesswave.
ca web: www.hon93.ca (Healing Our Nations 
staff meet once on a weekly basis. Training 
offered on request at no charge for Aboriginal 
peoples and/or organizations.) at 15 Alderney 
Dr., Suite 3, Dartmouth, NS. B2Y2N2
Maritime Transgender Workplace Solutions 
Project, Upper Musquodoboit: Transgender 
Issues Workshops and information resource. 
(902)568-2935 email: denisesined@ns.sym-
patico.ca web: www3.ns.sympatico.ca/winpa-
pernews (No meetings, Workshops by arrange-
ments, Information source when requested. 
Newsletter Odds & Sods bi-weekly)
Mr Atlantic Canada Leather Society, assorted 
cities: Dedicated to developing gay leather 
communities in the Atlantic region. email: 
waydo7@hotmail.com
Names Project (AIDS Memorial Quilt): panels 
- helping create, and lending. 902-454-5158 
email: larrybaxter@ns.sympatico.ca web: 
www.quilt.ca (Call if interested in volunteering 
or making a panel) at 3544 Acadia St. Halifax, 
NS B3K 3P2
Narcotics Anonymous: a fellowship of recover-
ing drug addicts who meet regularly to help 
each other stay clean. 1-800-205-8402 web: 
centralnovaarea.ca at Call the phone number 
or visit the web page for meeting times and 
places.
Project E: Presentation for youth, on gender 
expression, myth busters, proper terminology 
and other facts. web: www.freewebs.com/xpro-
jecte/ at available via web page
Propitation, Toronto: A fellowship of gay and 
lesbian Anglicans and their friends. 416-977-
4359 email: propitiation@hotmail.com (We 
meet on a Saturday or Sunday Evening once 
every other month for Evening Prayer Discus-
sion, refreshments and fellowship. Contact 
for meeting location) at members homes. We 
prefer our heritage, worship, and Spirituality of 
the Book of Common Prayer. We are troubled 
by such right wing organizations as the prayer 
book society and Essentials.
Wayves Magazine: At lant ic Canada’s 
queer news and lifestyle magazine!. email: 
submissions@wayves.ca web: wayves.ca 
(Editorial meeting one Monday night a month; 
layout one Sunday a month; email us to be 
notified of meetings & deadlines!)
New Brunswick (506)
Affirming United Church - Centenary - Queen 
Square United Church, Saint John: invites you 
to worship!. 634-8288 email: cqsunited@nb.
aibn.com web: www.cqsunited.ca, meets every 
Sunday (10:30am) at 215 Wentworth St, Saint 
John, NB
AIDS Moncton, Moncton: offers support to 
people living with HIV and their families and 
friends, education and awareness. 859-9616 
email: sidaidsm@sida-aidsmoncton.com web: 
www.sida-aidsmoncton.com at 80 Weldon St, 
Moncton, NB, E1C 5V8
AIDS New Brunswick / SIDA Nouveau-Bruns-
wick, Fredericton: committed to facilitating 
community-based responses to the issues of 
HIV/AIDS. 459-7518 email: sidaids@nbnet.
nb.ca web: www.aidsnb.com (Office Hours: 
Monday to Friday, 8:30AM to 12:30PM and 
1:30PM to 4:30PM)
AIDS Saint John, Saint John: improve quality 
of life for those infected & affected by HIV, 
reduce the spread through education 652-
2437 email: aidssj@nb.aibn.com web: www.
aidssaintjohn.com
Fredericton Lesbians and Gays, Fredericton: 
Email listserv of events/news in the Fredericton 
for gblt men and women. email: jamesw@stu.ca 

web: www.geocities.com/westhollywood/3074
Gais.es Nor Gays Inc. (GNG), Petit-Rocher 
(Bathurst area): A bilingual volunteer associa-
tion serving gay men, lesbians and bisexuals of 
northern New Brunswick. email: info@gngnb.
ca web: www.gngnb.ca (Dances are held at 
GNG club every Saturday night. See www.
gngnb.ca for a list of upcoming events.) at 
702 rue Principale, Petit-Rocher NB. Look for 
rainbow flag and/or door with pink triangle at 
rear of parking lot.
Integrity, Fredericton and area: Supports and 
encourages Gays and Lesbians in their spiritual 
lives. email: davidstaples@rogers.com web: 
www.anglicanbeads.com/Integrity/Integrity.
htm, meets 3rd Sunday (Group gayhers for a 
Service on the third Sunday of each month at 4 
pm in ChristChurch Cathedral, Fredericton)
Moncton Line Dancing, Moncton: LINE DANC-
ING for all levels from beginner to advanced. 
No partner required. No dress code. , meets 
every Wednesday (8:30pm sharp) at Triangles 
Bar, corner of St. George and Archibald.
PFLAG Canada, Moncton: Supporting all 
people with questions or concerns about sexual 
orientation and gender identity issues. (506) 
869-8191 email: monctonnb@pflagcanada.
ca web: www.pflagcanada.ca/moncton.html, 
meets 3rd Monday (Occassionally on the 
2nd Monday — please call) at 7:30-9:30pm, 
University of Moncton, Adrien-J.-Cormier Bldg., 
Room 302
PFLAG Canada - Fredericton, Frederic-
ton: all welcome. (506) 455-7190 email: 
pflagfredericton@yahoo.ca web: www.geoci-
ties.com/Pflagfredericton/, meets 4th Tuesday 
(7-9 pm (except December: 2nd Tuesday)) at 
Unitarian Fellowship of Fredericton 874 York 
St. Fredericton NB E3B 3R8
PFLAG Canada - Sackville/Amherst: Sup-
port and education for GLBTT2IQQ per-
sons, friends & family. 506-536-4245 email: 
sacknb-amns@pflagcanada.ca web: www.
pflagcanada.ca/en/prov-list-e.asp?RegionNo
=6&ProvAbbr=NB, meets 2nd monday (Phone 
or e-mail for meeting location and details.) at 
Sackville:112 Main Street or Amherst: 12 La 
Planche Street
PFLAG Canada - Sackville/Amherst, Sackville 
NB/Amherst NS: Support and education for 
GLBTT2IQQ persons, friends & family. 506-
536-4245 email: jhammock@mta.ca, meets 
2nd Monday (7:30 to 9:30pm No meeting in 
July and August.) at Meeting location alternates 
monthly between Sackville: United Church Par-
lours, 112 Main Street, and Amherst: Maggie’s 
Place, 12 LaPlanche Street
PFLAG Canada - Saint John NB, Saint John: 
Provides support to anyone dealing with 
issues of sexual orientation and/or gender 
identity. (506)648-9700 or 648-9227 email: 
saintjohnnb@pflagcanada.ca web: www.
pflagcanada.ca/saintjohn, meets 1st Friday (1st 
Friday of each month September - June from 
7:00- 9:00 p.m. No meeting in July & August. 
) at 116 Coburg Street in Saint John, New 
Brunswick in the Community Health Centre 
next to St. Joseph’s Hospital.
Port City Rainbow Pride, Saint John: Pride 
Celebrations Committee. email: events@por
tcityrainbowpride.com web: www.portcityrain-
bowpride.com
River Of Pride, Moncton: Organizes, promotes 
and produces Moncton’s Pride events!. email: 
monctonriverofpride2008@gmail.com web: 
www.fiertemonctonpride.ca, meets 1st Sunday, 
and 3rd Sunday (contact ilaisha@nbnet.nb.ca 
for further meeting and event dates) at Trian-
gles bar 234 St.George St. Moncton NB
Safe Spaces Fundy Region, Saint John: 
Committed to ending discrimination around 
issues of sexual orientation in youth. 
email: safespaces@gmail.com web: www.
safespacesfundy.com (See our webpage for 
schedule of meetings and socials etc @ www.
safespacesfundy.com)
Safe Spaces Moncton Region, Moncton: Sup-
port Groups for GLBTQ Youth (14-25 years 
old). 506-854-3049 email: info@safespaces.
ca web: www.safespaces.ca
Saint John LGBTQ Lending Library, Saint John: 
over 300 fiction and non-fiction titles. 634-8288 
email: cqsunited@nb.aibn.com (open Monday 
through Friday, 9 AM to noon.) at the office of 
Centenary Queen Square United Church at 
215 Wentworth Street.
Spectrum, Fredericton: social and support 
group for students, staff and faculty at UNB 
and STU. email: spectrum@unb.ca web: www.
unbf.ca/clubs/spectrum, meets every Tuesday 
(See webpage for schedule.)
The UNBSJ Q-Collective, Saint John: A social 
and support organisation for UNBSJ stu-
dents, staff and faculty. 506-648-5737 email: 
QCollect@UNBSJ.ca web: www.unbsj.ca/
clubs/qcollective (The UNBSJ Q-Collective is 
interested in hearing from other university LG-
BTQ organisations and would like to possibly 
meet or collaborate.) at Various locations; event 

particulars will be emailed to anyone who reg-
isters with the UNBSJ Q-Collective and/or who 
gets the UNBSJ weekly “E News”. Past events 
include the annual Rainbow Peace March, 
guest speakers, movie nights, participation in 
Maritime Pride Parades, Supporters of PFLAG 
Canada’s “Communities Encourage Campaign” 
and “Champions Against Homophobia”.
UN sur DIX - l’Association des étudiant.e.s 
GLB de l’Université de Moncton, Moncton: 
Vise à éduquer, à sensibiliser et à offrir des 
ressources dans la langue française. email: 
unsurdix@umoncton.ca web: www.umoncton.
ca/unsurdix/ (Visitez le site Web ou envoyez un 
courriel pour en apprendre davantage au sujet 
du travail que nous accomplissons. )
UNB/STU Women’s Collective, Fredericton: 
Women of all ages and orientations. , meets 
every Monday at 5pm at the University Wom-
en’s Centre at the SUB
Woodstock GLBT Youth Advocate and Fam-
ily OutReach, Woodstock: Books, movies, 
advice, directions, contacts, and support etc. 
for the family. 328-4868 email: richardb@nbnet.
nb.ca
Newfoundland & Lab (709)
AIDS Committee of Newfoundland & Labrador, 
St. John’s: HIV/AIDS education and support 
for male/female/transgendered, all ages, 
Newfoundland and Labrador 579-8656 email: 
info@acnl.net web: www.acnl.net
Gay Urban Youth Zone Project, St John’s: 
designed to increase HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis C, 
and STI knowledge and awareness 579-8656 
(ext. 28) email: chris@acnl.net web: www.acnl.
net at Tommy Sexton Centre 47 Janeway Place 
Pleasantville, across from the old Janeway 
Hospital AIDS Committee of Newfoundland 
and Labrador
LBGT-MUN Resource Centre, St John’s: 
LBGT-MUN is an information/resource, service, 
and peer support centre staffed by trained 
volunteers!. 737-7619 email: lbgt@munsu.ca 
(Open Monday-Friday 9-4. Biweekly meetings 
for members and volunteers. ) at Smallwood/
University Center, UC-6022. Building located 
on Prince Phillip Drive. Call us! Get involved!
PFLAG Canada - St. John’s: Information or 
referral to one of our parents. web: www.
pflag.ca (For support or information on chapter 
meetings regarding PFLAG Canada contact 
Gemma Schlamp-Hickey, Atlantic Director at 
gemmamhickey@yahoo.ca or Diana Deacon, 
St. John’s chapter contact at ddeacon@mun.
ca)
St. John’s Pride, St. John’s: St. John’s Official 
Pride Organization. 709-746-6564
Nova Scotia (902)
Acadia Pride, Wolfville: Acadia Student 
Union’s LGBT2IQ group. 585-2165 email: 
acadiapride@acadiau.ca web: euler.aca-
diau.ca/~apride/, meets every Monday 
(9:00pm(during academic year)) at Beverage 
Forum (old SUB)
Acadia Women’s Centre, Wolfville: 585-2140 
email: 057996c@acadiau.ca web: axe.aca-
diau.ca/womencentre (Acadia SUB Second 
Level Balcony )
Affirm United, Halifax Metro: GLBT & Friends 
support, action and worshipping community 
within the United Church. 461-4528 email: 
alstew@eastlink.ca
AIDS Coalition of Cape Breton, Sydney: 
Support, advocacy, prevention/education 
for those infected or affected by HIV/AIDS. 
Free condoms!. (902) 567-1766 email: 
joannerolls@accb.ns.ca,christineporter@ac
cb.ns.ca web: www.accb.ns.ca (Free Anon-
mymous Testing 1-902-567-1123 Check our 
Website for events and updates. ) at 150 
Bentinck St, Sydney, N.S. B1P 6H1
AIDS Coalition of Nova Scotia, Halifax: non-
profit, community-based AIDS organization, 
provincially mandated. (902)425-4882 email: 
acns@acns.ns.ca web: www.acns.ns.ca
Alcoholics Anonymous, Halifax: Live & Let Live 
AA Group for GLBT community. (902) 425-
8383/422-4972 email: courage449@yahoo.
com web: www.rationallunacy.com/cout, 
meets every Monday (at 8pm) at St Matthews 
United Church, 1479 Barrington St, Halifax 
(Use side door near Maritime Centre at bot-
tom of stairs)
Anonymous HIV/AIDS Testing, Halifax: 455-
9656
Bedford United Church, HRM/ Bedford: An 
Affirming Congregation of the United Church 
of Canada - ALL welcome. 835-8497 email: 
bedfordunited@eastlink.ca web: www.bed-
fordunited.com, meets every Sunday (9 am 
service - Casual and contemporary - with free 
coffee and muffins before church to take into 
this service. 11 am service - Quieter and more 
reverent in tone, coffee after service. Call to 
confirm worship times as occasionally we have 
a 10 am combined service.) at 1200 Bedford 
Hwy at Sullivan’s Hill, near Atlantic Gardens
BLT-Womyn of Halifax, Halifax: Bi Sex-

auls, Lesbian, Transgender Womyn’s Dis-
cussion Group. Sue’s # 499-0335 email: 
sueandrews1964@hotmai l .com web: 
ca.groups.yahoo.com/group/blt-womynof-
halifax/ (Every second Sunday evening 6pm 
- 7:30pm ) at Dalhousie Women’s Centre 6286 
South Street (Beside Dalplex Driveway) Hope 
to see you at the next meeting!
Bluenose Bears, Halifax: Club for bears 
and those who like them. 422-6416 email: 
BluenoseBears2008@yahoo.ca (Meetings 
and Events Schedule for Summer 2008 is in 
the planning stages!)
Cape Breton University Sexual Diversity 
Centre, Sydney: We provide a welcoming en-
vironment for GLBTQ people and their Allies. 
902-563-1481 email: sdc@cbusu.com (M-F 
9-4pm. Call or drop by for event listings, Ally 
Training, and Anti-Heterosexism/Homophobia 
Workshops!) at the Students’ Union Building, 
Cape Breton University.
Colchester Sexual Assault Centre, Truro: 
Provides support and information to anyone 
(GBLTQ included) affected by sexual assault 
and abuse. 902-897-4366 email: trurosexual
assault@hotmail.com (Mon-Fri 9:30-4:30) at 
80 Glenwood Drive
Cumberland Pride, Amherst & Area: for: 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and 
transsexual individuals. 660-5004 email: 
cumberlandpride@hotmail.com web: cum-
berland-pride.sytes.net, meets 3rd Sunday 
(2-4pm)
DalOUT, Halifax: LGBTQ Society at Dalhou-
sie. 494-2190 email: dalout@dal.ca web: so-
cieties.dsu.ca/dalout, meets every Thursday 
(During the academic year we meet at about 
7pm each Thursday night.) at Dalhousie 
University, check OUT our website or contact 
us for details
Frontrunners Halifax, Halifax: Running/walking 
club. 422-7579 email: Bruce.Greenfield@dal.
ca web: www.frontrunners.org/clubs/halifax/, 
meets every Saturday, and every Tuesday, 
and every Thursday (Sat: 9:30am, Tue: 6:00 
pm, Thu: 6:00pm ) at Main gates of the Halifax 
Public Gardens, corner of Spring Garden 
Road and South Park Street.
GAY, LESBIAN & BISEXUAL YOUTH GROUP 
AT Q.E.H.: Jeanie Buffet, Counsellor, at 
421-6797
Get Out, Halifax!, Halifax: Recreation activi-
ties (team activities, cycling, running, rowing 
- you name it) for metro & beyond!. web: www.
getouthalifax.ca at Visit and get on the email 
list for more info.
Girl-ish Productions, Halifax: Girl-ish puts on 
hot and heavy bi-monthly-ish dance parties 
for queer-ish folks and their friends. email: 
girlishproductions@yahoo.ca web: www.
girlish.ca
GLB CONSTITUENCY COMMITTEE (SUNS): 
494-6654 at c/o the StudentsÕ Union of NS
Group Harrison Society, Cape Breton: 
Dances, Socials & Support Group for Cape 
Bretoners. (902)270-6969 email: groupharri
sonsociety@yahoo.ca web: www.geocities.
com/groupharrisonsociety, meets last Satur-
day (of every month Admission $6.50 -$5.50 
for members- Best light and sound show 
around! Restricted 19 yrs and over) at Steel 
Workers Hall, Sydney
Hal-Gal Mailing List, Halifax: Low-traffic Yahoo 
group providing events and information for 
queer women in the Halifax area. email: hal-
gal@yahoogroups.com web: groups.yahoo.
com/group/hal-gal/ (Join the list to keep in 
touch or post your events.)
Halifax Sexual Health Centre, Halifax: An-
nonymous HIV testing, open and inclusive 
sexual health clinical services, education 
and workshops. 455-9656 web: www.Hali-
faxSexualHealth.ca
Imperial and Sovereign Court of Atlantic Nova 
Society, Halifax: Fundraising. 902-449-7612 
web: www.imperialcourtns.com, meets 1st 
Sunday, and 2nd Sunday (Executive Meetings 
Are Currently Held Every Second Sunday) at 
Meeting Locations Vary
Manna For Health, Halifax: A special needs 
referral food bank for those living with life 
threatening illness. 429-7670
Northern AIDS Connection Society, Truro: 
HIV prevention education initiative serving 
counties Colchester, Pictou, Cumberland & 
East Hants. 895-0931 email: nacs@eastlink.
ca web: northernaidsconnectionsociety.ca 
(Our Board of Directors meet bi-monthly 
on the third Thursday of the month. Annual 
General Meeting held regularly in June. See 
webpage for contact numbers in your area of 
northern Nova Scotia.) at 33 Pleasant Street, 
Truro, N.S.
Nova Scotia Rainbow Action Project, Halifax: 
fostering change through networking, educa-
tion, outreach & community education. 902-
444-7887 email: nsrap@nsrap.ca web: www.
nsrap.ca at TBA

Outlaw, Halifax: GLBTQ & Allies Law Students 
Association at Dalhousie Law School. email: 
chad.skinner@dal.ca web: www.facebook.
com/group.php?gid=2416842853 (Meetings 
vary. Please email for further information or 
check out our Facebook group.) at Dalhouisie 
Law School. 6061 University Avenue. Halifax, 
Nova Scotia.
PFLAG Canada - Halifax, Halifax: support and 
education for parents, family and friends. (902) 
443-3747 (September-March: 2nd Sunday of 
the month, 2-4 PM April-June: 2nd Wednesday 
of the month, 7-9 PM) at individual homes
PFLAG Canada - Middleton, Middleton: 
Information and support for GLBT community 
and their friends and families. 902-825-0548 
email: middletonns@pflagcanada.ca web: 
www.pflagcanada.ca/middleton.html (Check 
online for meeting times and locations- or 
phone 825-0548)
PFLAG Canada - Sydney, Sydney: PFLAG 
Sydney provides support & education on issues 
of sexual orientation & gender identity. Karen 
564-8728 email: sydneyns@pflagcanada.ca, 
meets last Sunday (of the month at 7:30pm. 
No meetings for July and August.) at Family 
Place Resource Centre 106 Townsend Street, 
Sydney NS
PFLAG Truro: 662.3774
Pictou County Centre for Sexual Health, New 
Glasgow: 695-3366 email: youth.access@ns.
sympatico.ca
Positive Connections: Teleconferenced sup-
port groups for people living with AIDS. email: 
connections@acns.ns.ca, meets every Mon-
day (evening 7:00pm - 8:00pm) at by phone. 
No long distance charges. For more info call 
425-4882 ext 228 or 1-800-566-2437 ext 228 
or e-mail.
Pride Cape Breton Society, Sydney: Dances 
and Social Events. Monthly dances are Adults 
Only! Check website community events. (902) 
539-4627 email: info@pridecapebreton.com 
web: www.pridecapebreton.com (Dances 
on the last Saturday of every month. Check 
website for dance and special event dates!) 
at Southend Community Centre. Maps are at 
our website.
Pride Guide Publishing: publisher of com-
munity focused maps, directories, event 
programs and more. 902-423-6999 email: 
prideguide@eastlink.ca
Pride of Pictou County, New Glasgow: All GBLT 
in Pictou County. email: chair@prideofpictouco
unty.ca web: www.PrideofPictouCounty.ca (see 
web page for meeting info)
Quakers, Halifax: Quakerism emphasizes that 
we all manifest the Divine. 429-2904 web: hali-
fax.quaker.ca, meets every Sunday at Library 
at Atlantic School of Theology, Franklyn St. All 
very welcome.
Queer Play, Halifax: A Queer performing arts 
group in Halifax NS. email: queerplay@gmail.
com
Rainbow Playtime, Halifax: Food & social meet-
ings for same sex families with tots or couples 
considering parenthood. 461-9414
Red Door, The, Kentville: Youth health adoles-
cent center counselling, for up to age 30, all 
ages STD testing. 679-1411 (Monday through 
Friday, 1pm to 5pm, Wednesday open to 6:00) 
at 28 Webster Court
RESPECT, Truro: Students Making Healthy 
Decisions. 893-6300 email: respect@nsac.
ca at P.O. Box 550, Nova Scotia Agricultural 
College, Truro, N.S. B2N 5E3
SAAFE (Supporting An Alternative Friendly 
Environment), Truro: Social/support group at 
the NS Agricultural College. 893-6300 email: 
lyoung@nsac.ns.ca (Meetings as requested. 
Membership changes each academic year.)
Safe Harbour Metropolitan Community 
Church, Halifax: A Christian Church with 
an affirming ministry to the GBLT commu-
nity. Everyone is welcome!. 453-9249 email: 
safeharbour@eastlink.ca web: safeharbour-
mcc.com, meets every Sunday (11 am) at Veith 
House, 3115 Veith Street, Halifax
Saint Mary’s Campus Outreach Society:
Second Story Women’s Centre, Lunenburg: 
We offer a meeting space for women, support 
counselling, programs, and referrals. (902)640-
3044 email: secstory@eastlink.ca web: www.
secstory.com at Second Story Women’s Centre 
is located at 22 King Street, Post Office Centre, 
Lunenburg.
Sexual Health Centre for Cumberland County, 
Amherst: Open and inclusive services: informa-
tion, education, workshops, free condoms. 
667-7500 email: shccc@ns.aliantzinc.ca web: 
cumberlandcounty.cfsh.info (9 - 5 drop-in or 
appt) at 12 LaPlanche St. Confidential, has-
sle-free. Free condoms.

Cont’d to page 13
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Mon - Thu: 4pm - Midnight
Fri: 4pm - Sun: Midnight (24 hour weekend)

2199 Gottingen St., Halifax  /  www.SeaDogs.ca
1-888-837-1388  /  902-444-DOGS

Amherst
Second Monday
PFLAG Amherst/Sackville - in Amherst one 
month, Sackville the next. 506-536-4245 email: 
jhammock@ mta. ca, Sackville: 165 Main Street. 
Amherst: 12 La Planche Street.
First and Third Wednesdays
Amherst and Area, Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual 
Youth Group Meeting, 7-9pm. Anyone who 
is GLBT or questioning their sexuality in the 
Amherst, Oxford, Springhill, Pugwash and 
Parrsboro areas is welcome, this is a safe space 
where anyone can come and feel safe in talking 
about their sexuality and just being themselves 
without fear of ridicule or harassment. lgbyp_
amherst@ hotmail.com, all emails confidential.
Third Sunday of each month
Cumberland Pride Support Group: Social 
and support group for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender and transsexual individuals in 
Amherst, Nova Scotia. Meets the third Thursday 
of each month from 2-4pm. Contact information: 
Gerard Veldhoven at 902-660-5004 or E-mail: 
gaylords_1975@hotmail.com

Annapolis Valley
Every Thursday and First Saturday of 
each month
The Annapolis Valley Gay Men’s Coffee House 
meets every Thursday Evening from 7-9pm. Also 
on the first Saturday of each month we host an 
over 19 gay/lesbian dance from 9pm-1am. There 
are various themes for dances so call or e-mail for 
directions and info to the following: 902-765-
2821 or menembracingmen @ hotmail.com or 

Events >>
yahoo.ca.
Every Sunday
Valley Girls is a social group for lesbians in the 
Annapolis Valley. Coffee Group on Sundays. 
For more information e-mail the group at 
Valley_Girls@yahoogroups.com.

Bridgewater
Third Saturday of each month (except 
July)
Wileville Dance. Smoke free. Door prizes. Cash 
bar. Must be 19. For more details call 530-5986 
or email info@southshorepride.ca or go to www. 
southshorepride.ca

Cape Breton
Last Saturday of the Month
Pride Cape Breton Society hosts community 
dances at the Southend Community Centre in 
Sydney; admission just $5, and open to those 19 
yrs. of age and older.

Charlottetown
…see Prince Edward Island

Fredericton
Every Tuesday
Spectrum, UNB and STU’s social and support 
group for gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered, 
queer, questioning, etc. students. As a group, our 
aim is to create a safe and supportive space for 
those who are questioning or discovering their 
sexuality, as well as providing a social outlet for 

members of the campus LGBTQ community. 
While our membership is primarily composed of 
UNB and STU students, everyone is welcome to 
attend our meetings. 7 pm, Top floor of SUB 203 
(in the Sexuality Centre, across from the Ballroom) 
Everyone is welcome! For more information please 
contact us at spectrum@unb.ca
Every Wednesday
UNB/STU Women’s Collective, at the University 
Women’s Centre in the SUB, 5pm. Contact 
Lyndsey Gallant at gvnkr@stu.ca or call 450-
3870.
Third Sunday of each month
GLB ANGLICANS AND FRIENDS Integrity 
is a nonprofit organization of Gay and Lesbian 
Anglicans and Friends. Membership in Integrity 
is not indicative of sexual orientation. Integrity 
Fredericton was formed in October 2004 and 
supports and encourages Gay Men and Lesbians 
in their spiritual lives. A Eucharist followed by a 
coffee hour discussion is held at 4:00 PM on the 
third Sunday of each month at St. John’s, 58 Broad 
Road, Oromocto.  For more details check out 
website: www.anglicanbeads.com/Integrity
Fourth Wednesday of each month
PFLAG Fredericton meets at 7 PM at the 
Unitarian Fellowship, 874 York Street. Everyone 
welcome. Discussion, guest speakers, support 
and special events. For more information email 
pflagfredericton@yahoo.ca. Confidentiality 
assured.

Fredericton Bar & 
Business Calendar
BOOM! NIGHTCLUB
Fredericton Nb, 474 Queen St. 463-boom 
(2666) www.boomnightclub.ca  Thursdays: 3 
Sum Thursday’s 8-cl Music: 3 Recent, 3 Retro, 
3 Requests Specials: On beer and spirits Cover: 
None Fridays: NEW HOT NIGHT “CIRCUS” 
8-cl Music: Indietronic/ Dancers/ Special events 
Cover: $4 Deal: Be here before 12, pay $4 and 
receive $10 CIRCUS cash Saturdays: POWER 
8-cl Music: Main stream big city/ High energy 
Cover: $4 after 11, $4.50 after 12 Sundays 
double header: 4-7 Sunday Social Music: Laid 
back inviting social atmosphere Cover: None 
10-cl Sunday Open Turntables Music: Live dj’s 
spinning at crowd level Specials: On beer and 
spirits Cover: $2

Halifax Every Sunday
Safe Harbour Metropolitan Community Church, 
Halifax: a Christian Church with an affirming 
ministry to the GLBT community. Everyone is 
welcome! 453-9249 email: safeharbour@eastlink.
ca web: safeharbourmcc.com, meets at 11 am at 
Veith House, 3115 Veith Street, Halifax
Every Sunday
Bedford United Church. 1200 Bedford Highway, 
Bedford. We are an Affirming Congregation and 
welcome everyone. Services at 9 am (Casual & 
Contemporary) and 11 am (Quieter & More 
Reverent in tone) Starting June 24-Sept. 9, one 10 
am service. For more info, call 835-8497.
Every Sunday
East Coast Rainbow Softball Association Schedule: 
July 6, 13 @ 3pm & 4:20pm, St. Francis Field; July 
20 @ 1pm – DYKES vs DIVAS! The Commons 
Field #9 (Canada Games Diamond) plus two 
other games TBA; July 27 @ 3pm & 4:20pm, 
St. Francis Field. (see most up-to-date Schedule 
at www.ecrsa.ca)
Second Sunday of each month
Play Group for Queer Families! 3-5pm Board 
Room (Play Room) at Needham Community 
Recreation Centre, 3372 Devonshire St (north 
end Halifax, near intersection of Duffus & 
Novalea, bus routes 7 & 9) Bring a snack for your 
child(ren).  We will be collecting money from each 
family to cover the cost of the room rental, likely 
$2-4 per week. For info, call 422-8780 or email 
lynnmacdonald@hfx.eastlink.ca
First and Third Tuesdays
Formerly known as the Queer/Straight Alliance, 
Mount Pride in the GLBTQ group at Mount 
Saint Vincent University. We are an active and 
online group that meets bi-weekly on Tuesdays 
at 12 noon in the diversity center in Roseria on 
campus, and online at mountpride@yahoogroups.
com.  Possible events that are being planned for 
the winter semester include sexuality awareness 
week, movies nights, potlucks, guest speakers, and 
many more. There are always spontaneous meals 
and events that are always fun. This group is open 
to anyone who would like to join.
First and Third Tuesdays
LGB Youth Project Social Drop-in Nights. This 
is an unstructured event. It’s a chance to hang out 
with old friends, make some new ones, and just 
talk about whatever, 6-9pm, 25 and under, 2281 
Brunswick Street. Contact 429-5429, youthprojec

t@youthproject.ns.ca, www.youthproject.ns.ca
Second and Fourth Tuesdays
LGB Youth Project 18 and under Support 
meetings. This is a structured environment, 
with facilitators present to keep discussions on 
track, while at the same time helping to lead the 
discussion in the directions that the youth wish 
to go, as well as making sure the group guidelines 
are enforced. The discussions focus on the youth 
present having a say, rather than the facilitators 
lecturing about whatever topic is being discussed, 
6-8pm, 2281 Brunswick Street. Contact 429-
5429, youthproject@youthproject.ns.ca, www.
youthproject.ns.ca
First and Third Sundays
BLT-WOMYN OF HALIFAX DISCUSSION 
GROUP! This  i s  a  Bi-sexual ,  Lesbian, 
Transgendered womyn’s  Only! ~Free Group, NO 
Dues, NO Fees~ MEETINGS are every second 
SUNDAY. @6pm - 7:30pm(Please remember 
when applying to this group, send full name 
and a contact number or call sue at 499-0335, 
everything is kept PRIVATE!) LOCATION: 
DALHOUSIE WOMEN’S CENTRE 6286 
South Street (Beside Dalplex Driveway) HOW 
TO JOIN THIS GROUP: Come to a discussion 
night or send us your e-mail address or call a 
moderator (Sue @ 499-0335). If you have any 
questions. A discussion group for Bi-sexual, 
Lesbian, Transgendered women, who will meet to 
have open discussions, in a positive environment. 
To discuss topics concerning ourselves and our 
community. This is a bi-weekly meeting on 
Sundays.  http://ca.groups.yahoo.com/group/blt-
womynofhalifax/ or sueandrews1964@hotmail.
com
First and Third Wednesdays
LGB Youth Project Movie Night, 25 and under, 
starting at 7pm.  2281 Brunswick Street. Contact 
429-5429, youthproject@youthproject.ns.ca, 
www.youthproject.ns.ca
Second and Fourth Wednesdays
LGB Youth Project ages 18-25 Support meetings. 
This is a structured environment, with facilitators 
present to keep discussions on track, while at the 
same time helping to lead the discussion in the 
directions that the youth wish to go, as well as 
making sure the group guidelines are enforced. 
The discussions focus on the youth present having 
a say, rather than the facilitators lecturing about 
whatever topic is being discussed, 7-9pm, 2281 
Brunswick Street. Contact 429-5429, youthprojec
t@youthproject.ns.ca, www.youthproject.ns.ca
Second Wednesday of each month
Spirituality for Lesbians, 7:30-9PM. We seek to 
deepen our relationship with God, knowing that 
God loves us and calls us into life just as he has 
created us. Persons of every or no denomination 
are welcome. For info about the place of the 
next meeting call 459-2649 and leave name 
and number. Personal mailbox: confidentiality 
assured.
July 31, Aug 14, 28, Sept 11, 25, Oct 
9, 23
Anonymous HIV Testing, AIDS Coalition of 
Nova Scotia 1657 Barrington St, Suite 321, 5-
8pm. 425-4882 for an appointment.
Aug 3, 17, 31, Sept 14, 28, Oct 12, 26
Koinonia Ecumenical Church – Meaning 
‘community’. Services bi-weekly at 12:30pm at 
Halifax Feast downtown. Pastor Elaine, 876-8771 
or koinonia@ ns.sympatico.ca
Aug 9th
Night Magic Fashions Presents A Charity event 
in support of Bryony House Location: Bubbles 
Mansion.  5287 Prince Street, Halifax 8pm-
10:30pm 5287 Prince Street in Halifax.  Doors 
will open at 7pm with tickets available to be 
purchased for $7 each at the door.
September 28
Scotiabank AIDS Walk for Life 2008. Contact 
Robin Levy at 425-4882 @ Ext 228 or email 
walk@acns.ns.ca to register! Don’t miss out on this 
chance to support people living with HIV/AIDS 
in Nova Scotia.

Halifax Youth Project 
Calendar
Support, education and social activities for youth 
25 and under across Nova Scotia. Weekly events, 
plus a youth food bank and STI testing on site 
in Halifax. Please refer to our website for details 
and schedule of upcoming events. Website: www.
youthproject.ns.ca Phone: 902-429-5429 Email: 
youthproject@youthproject.ns.ca
Week 1
Monday - Transgender Discussion Group: A 
structured environment with facilitators present 
to keep discussion on track, while at the same time 
helping to lead discussion in the direction that the 
youth wish to go. The discussions focus on what 

trans youth have to say, rather than the facilitators 
lecturing about whatever topic is being discussed. 
A place to talk about trans issues and make new 
friends! 7-9 pm, 2281 Brunswick St.
Tuesday - Discussion Group (ages 18 and under) 
A structured environment with facilitators present 
to keep discussion on track, while at the same time 
helping to lead discussion in the direction that the 
youth wish to go. The discussions focus on what 
the youth present have to say, rather than the 
facilitators lecturing about whatever topic is being 
discussed. 6-8 pm, 2281 Brunswick St.  
Wednesday - Discussion Group (ages 18-25) A 
structured environment with facilitators present 
to keep discussion on track, while at the same time 
helping to lead discussion in the direction that the 
youth wish to go. The discussions focus on what 
the youth present have to say, rather than the 
facilitators lecturing about whatever topic is being 
discussed. 7-9 pm, 2281 Brunswick St 
Week 2  
Tuesday - Social Drop-in Nights (ages 25 and 
under) This is a facilitated but less structured 
event.  It’s a chance to hang out with old friends, 
make some new ones, and just talk about whatever. 
6-8 pm, 2281 Brunswick Street 
Wednesday - LBG Youth Project Movie Night 
(ages 25 & under) come out for a movie & 
popcorn! 7 pm, 2281 Brunswick St 
Week 3
Tuesday - Guest Speaker & Discussion night 
(ages 25 & under) A new speaker every week to 
educate & spark discussion. This is a structured 
environment. 7-9pm, 2281 Brunswick Street
Wednesday - Activity night (ages 25 & under) A 
chance to have fun and perhaps learn something 
new. Activities will be on this night lasting two 
and a half months.  First activity class IMPROV 
classes. 6-8pm, 2281 Brunswick St 
Week 4 
Tuesday - Social Drop-in Themed Nights (ages 25 
and under) This is a facilitated but less structured 
event with a fun & exciting theme. It’s a chance 
to hang out with old friends, make some new 
ones, and just talk about whatever. 6-8 pm, 2281 
Brunswick Street 
Wednesday - LBG Youth Project Movie Night 
(ages 25 & under) come out for a movie & 
popcorn! 7 pm, 2281 Brunswick St

Halifax Bar & 
Business Calendar
BLUE MOON BISTRO/BACK 
BAR
2099B Gottingen St., Halifax, (902) 446-3644
5 pm-2 am, 7 days a week
Mondays - Poor Student Night--Cheap drinks 
and Halifax Has Talent!  Come join Mz. Vicki 
and Friends.  You could win a fabulous prize 
from Blue Moon or Mz. Vicki.  $3.00 cover
Tuesdays - Karaoke w/ Troy Cheap drinks and 
Cash prizes for the Karaoke winners!  10pm.
Wednesdays - Swing Out!  Hot happenin’ 
students of Dal, SMU, and MSVU swing dance 
til the wee hours.  Come watch or learn how 
to swing dance to the great tunes of Big Band 
Mary you DJ Hostess!  NO COVER.
Thursdays - Karaoke w/ DJ Specialtee.  Cheap 
drinks and cash prizes for the karaoke winners.  
10pm.
Fridays - DJ Specialtee. Spinning the latest 
tunes and the hottest remixes. No cover. Cheap 
drinks all night long! 10pm.
Saturdays - DJ Troy or Special house DJ’s 
imported for your dancing pleasure. Hot 
bartenders and even hotter drink specials.  
10pm  No cover.
Sundays - ISCANS presents...ReignVII’s chosen 
charities benefit 100% from an inexpensive 
cover or silver collection.  10pm  Visit us 
for more details @ Friends of BlueMoon on 
Facebook or www.imperialcourtns.com 
MENZ BAR
2182 Gottingen St, Level II www.MenzBar.
ca (902) 446-6969 FREE WI-FI, Pool Table, 
VLT’s, Private Party Roomz ATM, Visa, 
M/C, Debit FREE Meeting Rooms available 
to ALL Community Groups, Organizations, 
Associations. Mondayz  2 for $5 Night (Two 
20oz Draught or Two Domestic Beer or any 
Two Well Shoots) for only $5 BUCKS! $2 
SHOOTERS all night. Tuesdayz - Community 
Night - Book your Fundraiser Now! TOONIE  
Tuesdayz Buy any Beer, Draught, Well Shoot 
or Liquor at the regular price and get a 2nd 
for only $2 BUCKS! $2 SHOOTERS all 
night. Wednesdayz Karaoke with Bear777 
from 9:30pm till 1:30am. Door Prizes, Drink 
Specials, Week End Bar Passes up for grabs, 
Toonie Tune Jack Pot $360 and GROWING! 
Mystery Song is $300, 1st Prize $25, 2nd Prize 
$50. $2 SHOOTERS all night! Thursdayz 
Dance with DJ Bear from 10pm till 2am (NO 
COVER!) Door Prizes, 60oz Pitcher of Draught  
ONLY $10, $2 Shooters all night long! 
Fridayz Dance Party with house DJ Needles 
& DJ Bear. Free Cover before 10pm ($5 after 
10pm). Happy Hour from 3pm till 10pm! 
$2 SHOOTERS all night. Saturdayz Dance 

mailto:gaylords_1975@hotmail.com
http://www.ecrsa.ca
http://www.youthproject.ns.ca
http://www.youthproject.ns.ca
mailto:youthproject@youthproject.ns.ca
http://www.imperialcourtns.com
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<< Events >>
Partywith house DJ Needles or DJ Bear. Free 
Cover before 10pm ($5 after 10pm). Happy 
Hour from 3pm till 10pm! $2 SHOOTERS 
all night.
Thursday October 9th “Bo is BACK!” Spend 
an evening with Singing Sensation Bo McNail 
8pm till 11pm, $3 Cover 60oz Pitcher of 
Draught ONLY $10, $2 Shooters all night long! 
Followed by Dancing with DJ BEAR
Saturday October 11th MAC Leather 
Social 10pm till 1am Music provided by DJ 
NEEDLES NO Cover before 10pm ($5 after 
10pm)
Sunday October 12th MAC Leather “X” Show 
“A celebration of the MAC Leather society” 
8pm till 11pm  Followed by Dancing with DJ 
BEAR
Saturday October 18th Award Winning DJ 
Sunny D “Sonny D is the most prolific and 
sought after DJ on Canada’s East Coast”: Tony 
Hage of Massive Productions. 10pm till 2am 
No Cover before 10pm ($7 after 10pm) Happy 
Hour from 3pm till 10pm! $2 SHOOTERS all 
Night Long.
Sunday October 26th The Chicklits Drag 
Show An Evening of Great Entertainment! 9pm 
Sharp (approx 2 hours) $5 Cover Followed by 
Dancing with DJ NEEDLES
Thursday October 30th DaPoPo  CAFE 
Presented by DaPopo Theatre 7:30pm Start 
Time. Followed by DJ Bear till 2am. 60oz 
Pitcher of Draught ONLY $10, $2 Shooters all 
night long! Friday October 31st HALLOWEEN 
COSTUMER PARTY! 1st Prize $50 2nd Prize 
$25 Music by DJ BEAR
REFLECTIONS
5184 Sackville Street
(902) 422-2957, toll free (877)422-2957
Fax (902) 422-2970
mail@reflectionscabaret.com
www.reflectionscabaret.com
Open 7 days a week, Mon-Sat 1pm to 4am, Sun 
4pm to 4am, Manager: Stephen Filek
SEADOG’S SAUNA & SPA
2199 Gottingen Street; Look for 3 Black 
Anchors on Door. Online shopping at: http://
seadogs.ca/supplyshop/index.html Poppers 
- Toys - Lube. Cruiseline Sold Here, Debit, 
VISA, M/C (902) 444-3647 *Fully Licensed 
Bar. Cum for the Men, Stay for the BEER. 
Hours: 24 Hours on all Long Week End! Mon 
- Thur 4pm - Midnight; Friday Open at 4pm; 
Sat. 24 Hours, Sun. 24 Hours, Closing at 
Midnight; Mondays Students Night  FREE 
LOCKER with valid I.D.  *BEER BUST*  All 
Domestic Beer $3; TOONIE  Tuesdays   $2 
OFF  Lockers   *BEER BUST*  All Domestic 
Beer $3; Wednesdays - Hump Night (Get 1/2 
pass for your next visit) *LIQUOR BUST* 
- All Bottled Liquor $4.50; Thursdays - Naked 
Night (Towels Optional) *LIQUOR BUST* 
- All Bottled Liquor $4.50; FOREPLAY Fridays  
- Orgy in the Maze....   HAPPY HOUR 4PM 
TILL 9PM Saturdays   Early Bird Special  (6AM 
TILL NOON - lockers $8.50 - Rooms $15) 
*HAPPY HOUR*  4PM TILL 9PM Sundays  
Early Bird Special  (6AM TILL NOON - 
lockers $8.50 - Rooms $15) *HAPPY HOUR*  
4PM TILL 9PM - Free 30 minutes Cruiseline 
card after 4pm! 

Moncton
Every Thursday
LGBT AND FRIENDS VOLLEY BALL! École 
carrefour de l’acadie gym. No experience required. 
Info: Roger 383-1410 or Oscar 855-1328. $5.00 
/ player includes refreshments.
Tous les jeudis
VOLLEY BALL POUR LGBT et AMI-E-S. École 
carrefour de l’acadie. Aucune expérience requise. 
Infos: Roger 383-1410 ou Oscar 855-1328. $5.00 
/ joueur (rafraîchissements inclus)
Third Monday of each month
PFLAG Moncton has monthly support meeting 
from 7:30-9:30 in room 302 of the Adrien-J.-
Cormier bldg at U de M campus. Everyone is 
welcome at our meetings.
Second and Fourth Mondays
SAFE SPACES MEETING, 7pm.  Support group 
for GLB youth, 14-25. For more info, 869-6224 
or safespaces@nb.aibn.com
Last Saturday
Moncton Leather Chapter Leather Nights at 
Triangles! With the interest and number of people 
that have started wearing Leather in Moncton, 
it only seems natural to have a monthly Leather 
Night so that any man or woman can wear their 
Leather and know that they will not be alone in 
doing so when they go to Triangles.

Moncton Bar & 
Business Calendar
TRIANGLES
234 St George Street
Moncton NB E1C 5B1
(506)857-8779
 
Wednesday – Free pool with happy hour all 
night.  Learn to line dance FREE with Jean-
Marc – starts at 8:30, followed by Karaoke at 
11:00.  The Wednesday card club still meets at  

8:30 also.
 
Thursday –  House Party with DJ’s Sonny D 
and Just Jack at 11:00.  $4.00 cover.  Student’s 
get staff prices all night with student card.
 
Friday – it’s request night.  Dance to all your 
favourite tunes all night long.  Cover $5.00
 
Saturday – Best dance music in town with DJ 
daBoss.  No cover till 10:00.  Happy hour till 
11:00.  Admission $6.00.
 
Sunday – Free pool and happy hour all night.
 
Monday & Tuesday – Closed.
 
Check out our monthly event page at www.
trianglesbar.com and keep up to the Pride events 
– www.fiertemonctonpride.ca

Sackville
Second Monday
PFLAG Sackville / Amherst - in Sackville one 
month, Amherst the next. 506-536-4245 email: 
jhammock@ mta. ca, Sackville: 165 Main Street. 
Amherst: 12 La Planche Street.

Saint John
Third Saturday
Gay Men’s Supper Club, 220 Germain St. 
http://www.portcityrainbowpride.com/ for more 
information.

Saint John Bar & 
Business Calendar
CLUB MONTREAL
Wednesdays: No cover, free pool
Thursdays: No cover, karaoke with prizes
Fridays: No cover, open turntables
Saturdays: $5 cover after 10 PM
Sundays: No cover, free pool
Your birthday: no cover, one free drink, just 
show your ID!

St. John’s – LGBT-
MUN
Every Friday
Coffee House: Every Friday, 12-2 (LBGT Office, 
6th Floor UC, 6002) Every Friday we invite 
anyone and everyone to come to LBGT and enjoy 
a cup of Coffee or Tea (regular or herbal) with us 
(members, non-members, etc). It’s a great chance 
to vent, meet some new people, etc. Our office is 
located in UC-6022.
Every Second Friday
General Meeting every second week. They take 
place at UC-6022 at 11:00am.

St. John’s Bar & 
Business Calendar
Zone 216
216 Water St, 754-2492
http://www.hello.to/zone216
Winter Hours
Open Fri&Sat Nights   10pm-late
No cover before 12 Friday
No Cover before 11 Saturday

Sydney
...see Cape Breton

Truro
First Sunday of each month
Rainbow Proud: We are the LGBT community 
of Truro and surrounding areas. We are an 
organizational group that meets to plan activities 
ie: parades, outings, dances and such. We meet 
the first Sunday of each month. (Taking a break 
during summer months) We could always use 
some more help, so if you are interested in joining 
our group or if you are looking for information 
about the LGBT community contact us by email: 
rainbowproud@ hotmail.com. Our website is in 
the works so send an email and to be kept up 
to date.

WAYVES DATES!
Check out the front of the magazine for Wayves 
deadlines and meeting dates -- all are welcome!

Wileville
...see Bridgewater

Wolfville
Every Second Tuesday
Kings County Prostate Cancer Support Group, 

7-9 pm in the East Kings Memorial Public Health 
Centre on Earnscliffe Ave in Wolfville. You can 
ask questions you forgot to ask the doctor or 
nurse and you can think aloud to help you make 
your decisions. There is growing evidence that 
your participation in a group of people who have 

Sexual  Heal th Centre for  Lunenburg 
County, Bridgewater: Confidential info, 
education&support for everyone. Safer sex 
supplies, library, pamphlets, workshops. 527-
2868 email: LunCo@NSSexualHealth.ca web: 
www.LunCo.cfsh.info (Hours vary. Open by 
appointment or by chance. Please call ahead. 
) at 4 Hillcrest Street Unit 8, Bridgewater. (On 
the corner of Dufferin and Hillcrest Streets). 
Closed during summers.
South Shore Pride Social Club, Bridge-
water: for 19 & older. 530-5986 email: 
info@southshorepride.ca web: www.south-
shorepride.ca, meets 3rd Saturday (-- dances 
-- 9:00PM to 1:00AM) at Call or email for 
location.
Tatamagouche Centre, Tatamagouche: We are 
an affirming centre, welcoming all gay, lesbian, 
and transgendered people. 1.800.218.2220 
email: tatacent@tatacentre.ca web: www.
tatacentre.ca
Team Halifax, Halifax: All GLBT over 18, 
athletes and performance artists, as well as 
anyone willing to help out. 422-9510 web: www.
teamhalifax.com (No fixed schedule at this 
time, look on website for further details.)
The Rainbow - Atlantic Awareness Society, 
(Cape Breton/Halifax/Annapolis Valley): email: 
tpineo@hotmail.com web: To be released
The Youth Project, Halifax: Support, education 
and social activities for youth 25 and under 
across Nova Scotia. Weekly events, plus a 
youth food bank and STI testing on site. 429-
5429 email: youthproject@youthproject.ns.ca 
web: www.youthproject.ns.ca (Please refer to 
our website for details and schedule of upcom-
ing events.) at 2281 Brunswick Street.
Truro Pride, Truro: A group supporting GLBT 
individuals in the Colchester County. 895-0931 
email: truropride@hotmail.com, meets every 
Wednesday (6:30 p.m.) at FairTrade Cafe on 
Prince Street, between Commercial and Do-
minion Streets.
Universalist Unitarian Church, Halifax: an 
inclusive liberal religious community 429-5500 
email: uuchurch@eastlink.ca web: chebucto.

ca/religion/UUCH, meets every Sunday (10:30) 
at 5500 Inglis St
Valley Gay Men’s Coffee House, Kingston: 
socials for gay men; gay & lesbian dances 19+. 
765-2821 email: menembracingmen@yahoo.
ca web: faceitwithpride.tripod.com (Coffee 
every Thursday 7-9pm, Dances on the first 
Saturday of the month, for the exception of 
in November. There is two dances held in 
October, On the First Saturday and the Last 
Saturday of that Month and NO Dance in No-
vember.) at email or call for locations or special 
events or themes
Venus Envy Bursary Society: An annual award 
open to all women studying in NS. web: www.
venusenvy.ca/halifax
WomynZone, Halifax: Social activities for 
womyn who love womyn in the Halifax region. 
email: womynzone@eastlink.ca web: www.
geocities.com/womynzone
X-Pride, Antigonish: social & support group at 
X. 867- 5007 web: www.stfx.ca/people/xpride
Prince Edward Island (902)
Abegweit Rainbow Collective, Charlottetown: 
Serving GLBT Islanders, their friends and 
families. 894-5776 email: info@arcpei.ca web: 
www.arcpei.ca, meets 2nd Tuesday (7:30 PM) 
at 144 Prince Street
AIDS PEI, Charlottetown: 566-2437 email: 

info@aidspei.com web: www.aidspei.com at 
144 Prince Street
Gay PEI Mailing List, province-wide: Elec-
tronic mailing list for all GLBT, questioning 
and friendly, focus is on PEI. email: gay-pei-
owner@yahoogroups.com web: groups.yahoo.
com/group/gay-pei (It’s an electronic list, there 
aren’t meetings. You can join and start posting 
at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/gay-pei at 
any time. All first posts are moderated to stop 
spambots, otherwise, it’s an open list.)
GLBT Youth group, Charlottetown: Safe 
Space Drop-Ins. 367-3408 or toll free 1 877 
380 5776 (E-mail us for further details.) at 
144 Prince St.
PEI Pride, Charlottetown: Organizing The 
Island Pride Festival. (902) 388-0969 email: 
pridepei@isn.net web: www.peipride.com (See 
webpage for meetings www.peipride.com) at 
286 Fitzroy Street
PFLAG Canada - PEI, Island wide: Providing 
support, education and advocacy for GLBT 
persons, their families and friends in PEI. 902-
887-3620 email: pflagpei@eastlink.ca web: 
www.pflagcanada.ca, meets 3rd Tuesday at 
Ferry Road Centre, 24 Ferry Road, Cornwall, 
PE or Stratford City Hall check with Mary or 
Bill Kendrick on this months location by calling 
902-887-3620. 

gone through the processes you are now facing is 
mentally beneficial and may well contribute to 
your recovery from prostate cancer interventions. 
We are an easy-going informal group of 12 men, 
some of whom bring their spouses/partners 
to our monthly meetings. Know that you are 

truly welcome to join us and if you need more 
information please get in touch with me by e 
mail dickgroot2003@yahoo.ca or by phone 542 
6125.  Our correspondence address is the same 
as my home address: 210 Main Street, Wolfville 
NS B4P 1C4.

Groups Cont’d

mailto:rainbowproud@hotmail.com
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The widest & wisest
selection of comics,
games, toys, t-shirts,
manga, graphic novels

& lots more!
5262 Sackville Street

• downtown Halifax •

• 4 2 5 - 2 1 4 0 •

strangeadventures.com

THE WORLDS’S ODDEST COMIC SHOP!
www.strangeadventures.com

HALIFAX , NS & FREDERICTON, NB
1-866-6-COMICS

THE WIDEST AND WISEST SELECTION IN ATLANTIC CANADA

By Debby Warren, Executive Direc-
tor
AIDS Moncton has a new home 
at 80 Weldon Street—lots of  space 
and storage, no more boxes piled 
in offi ces. We’re planning an offi cial 
open house sometime in November 
or early December.

Currently we are in the process 
of  having a vehicle retro-fi tted to 
provide a needle distribution service 
throughout Westmorland, Albert and 
Kent counties. Since May 2007, our 
community partners have been work-
ing with AIDS Moncton to deliver a 
4-hour mobile weekly service. The 
procurement of  a vehicle will enable 
us to deliver a daily service which is 
long overdue.

September was an extremely busy 
month with planning for the Scotia-
bank AIDS Walk for Life plus the 
Rouge Restoclub benefi t. Proceeds 
received from both of  these events 
assist AIDS Moncton with its delivery 
of  HIV prevention and support for 
people living with HIV/AIDS.

The fall months are packed with 
various initiatives: delivery of  HIV 
prevention workshops; start-up and 
facilitation of  support groups for 
GLBTTQ youth; World AIDS Day 
breakfast with the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor; Candlelight Memorial Vigil at 
St. Paul’s United Church with Monc-
ton’s African Children’s Choir; AIDS 
Awareness Week activities; Volunteer 
Symposium at Moncton Coliseum; 

By Bethana Sullivan
I am honoured and excited to be 
asked to write for Wayves. Though 
nervous too, as words, language, 
ideas, concepts and stories are so 
important to how we understand 
who we are, how we build ourselves, 
individually and in community, that 
care must be exercised in how and 
what is expressed in this column so 
as to honour the space as a place 
of  truth. Truth, as I address it here, 
is defi ned by Parker Palmer as “an 
eternal conversation about things 
that matter, conducted with passion 
and discipline.”

My writing tends to read like the 
way I speak, and I speak about the 
questions I have about life. Life as I 
experience it internally and externally. 
Sometimes my interior life is more 
real and exciting than my exterior life. 
But that’s my nature, to be a refl ective 
intuitive until I get bored and become 
a doer. Being and doing -- Descartes’ 
famous quote is “I think therefore 

I am”. I prefer “I do to know that 
I am.”

There’s a tension here, a creative 
tension at the best of  times, at the 
worst it is painful and depressing. 
Most of  the time it’s somewhere 
in between, which is true for most 
things. We don’t live on the extreme 
edges most of  the time. Even though 
as gay people it might feel as if  the 
edge is always close. To live on the 
edge all the time is to be in active 
crisis of  some sort -- of  poverty, of  
abuse, of  drugs, of  a religious high or 

a despairing low. It seems to me that 
the tension might be because of  the 
invisibility of  living on the edge, es-
pecially when there is no crisis, there 
is only you and I and the wonderful 
lives we live. Time present and time past 
Are both perhaps present in time future 
And time future contained in time past. 
(Burnt Norton, T.S. Eliot)

Time is a wonderful concept, 
more complicated than when experi-
enced as only linear, something that 
Eliot seems to have known intuitively. 
Time as experienced in Burnt Norton 
is like string theory or multiple reali-
ties, many truths living side by side 
by side. So as a woman today I am 
all that I was and all that I will be, yet 
changing too.

My second most favourite quote 
from the same poem; [ITALICS] 
Footfalls echo in the memory Down 
the passage which we did not take 
Towards the door we never opened 
Into the rose-garden.

Time as understood by Eliot of-
fers us the opportunities to make dif-
ferent choices, to examine the echoes 
of  our footfalls and, this time, to take 
the path to the rose-garden.

Entering the rose-garden is not 
without its peril, as most of  us know. 
Roses are prickly and gardens have 
pests. But this is life; its pains, its sor-
rows, its loves and its happiness. This 
is what makes our lives wonderful.

In a somewhat rambling way I 
have arrived at the point, “the still 
point” of  what I will write about: liv-
ing on the margins in an extraordinary 
life, full of  potentials and pitfalls. 
Most recently my partner and I leapt 
from the margins onto centre stage 
– we had a Blessing Ceremony that 
everyone else called a marriage so 
now you can call me “Mrs. Sullivan” 
if  you please. Talk about creative ten-
sion! In my next “Ramblings from the 
Sanctuary Gardens” I will speak to a 
friend’s question to me on the night 
of  our ceremony, “What difference 
does it make?”

Until then, Bethana.

References: Eliot, T. S., “The Four 
Quartets” in Collected Poems, 1909-1962. 
Palmer, J. Parker, “The Courage to Teach” 
10th Ed. 

Wayves 
Welcomes New 
Columnist

Wayves is excited to introduce our new-
est contributor Bethana Sullivan. Her 
own words say it best, “A transplanted 
Ontarioan, I found my gayness living 
in the place where ocean and ocean-rock 
meet, and ancient wisdom awaits our 
awakening.”
Bethana will be writing a monthly column 
titled Ramblings from the Sanctuary 
Gardens, where she actually does write. 

“Even though as 
gay people it might 
feel as if  the edge 
is always close.”

Ramblings from the 
Sanctuary Gardens

Poinsettia Campaign; and the agency’s 
Christmas Party.

AIDS Moncton will host two 
youth from September to November 
from Canada World Youth, who will 
assist with various activities while 
learning how a grassroots organiza-
tion fulfi lls its mandate.

It would be helpful if  some people 
could offer a few hours of  their time 
to assist with some of  the above 
activities. In particular, we would 
be pleased to have assistance with 
start-up and facilitation of  a support 
group for GLBTTQ youth. To fi nd 
out more about volunteering needs 
and information on other activities, 
please contact us at: (506) 859-9616, 
or e-mail at sidaidsm@sida-aids-
moncton.com, or our website at 
www.sida-aidsmoncton.com. Or just 
come visit us at our new digs at 80 
Weldon Street.

SIDA/AIDS Moncton 
Update

By Gerard Veldhoven
When it comes to elections we all 
wonder where the candidates stand 
on GLBT issues. The fact remains 
clear that not all share the same 
view.

Bill Casey, the former Conserva-
tive MP from Cumberland-Col-
chester-Musquodoboit Valley, now 
an Independent, was kicked out of  
the Conservative party by Stephen 
Harper for voting against the gov-
ernment regarding the Atlantic Ac-
cord. When the Liberal government 
brought in the same-sex marriage Bill, 
Casey voted against 
it twice.

T h e n ,  w h e n 
Stephen Harper at-
tempted to reverse 
the new marriage 
Bill by allowing a 
free vote, Mr. Casey voted against his 
boss. So Bill Casey’s stand changed 
and apparently he is at ease with equal 
rights for the GLBT community.

The NDP has consistently been 
supportive. Karen Ollson is the can-
didate in this area. The views of  the 
Liberal candidate, Stacy Parsons, are 
unknown. It is not known where the 
Conservative candidate, Joel Bernard, 
stands. He was appointed by the fed-
eral Conservative party to run in this 
riding. He is unknown in this area, so 
no information as to his thoughts on 
GLBT issues is available.

Elizabeth May decided not to run 
a candidate in this area for the Green 
Party out of  respect for Bill Casey, 
calling him an “honourary Green”.

One may look south of  the border 
where Obama and McCain are bat-
tling, to help grasp the differences be-
tween Canada and the United States. 
Neither candidate publicly supports 
same-sex marriage. Governor Sara 
Palin, the Republican Vice-Presiden-
tial candidate, has said she not only 
opposes same-sex marriage, but also 
is against equal rights for gays and 
lesbians.

We will know 
all on October 14, 
however I believe 
Casey will prob-
ably win again, 
unfortunately, as 
an Independent. 

As for the party most sympathetic 
to our cause, the NDP tops the lot. 
Above all, the Canadian citizens are 
quite solidly behind us. This gives us a 
great deal of  hope for our future.

And it was just announced Stephen 
Harper prefers to be a fruit, not a 
vegetable. He explained, “...because I 
am sweet and colourful.” Perhaps this 
election will put a different spin on a 
side of  our esteemed Prime Minister 
that has thus far been hidden in the 
proverbial closet. Where does Harper 
REALLY stand on GLBT issues? 
Stay tuned.

Election 2008: A 
View from Amherst

“Stephen Harper 
prefers to be a fruit, 

not a vegetable.”
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Last Month’s Question
In September we asked, “What kind of social events are you most inter-
ested in attending?” The fi nal tally is 41 checks of the 10 multiple-choice 
responses. Here’s what you picked, from most to least popular.
Topping the list at 17 responses is “Special events at a licensed bars/res-
taurants.” Three responses tied for second place at 15 apiece: “Casual 
events,” “Live music events” and “Private parties.” There were 10 re-
sponses for “Alcohol and drug-free events.” Seven chose “Regular (or 
irregular) attendance at licensed bars/restaurants” and six picked “Sport-
ing events.” At the bottom of the list, with 4 responses, was “Events 
with other restrictions such as gender/sexual orientation” (seems we 
like our mixed crowds). Two people picked “All or most of the above” 
and nobody picked “None of the above.”
Many thanks for the number and variety of responses.

This month’s question:
This month’s question is, “What effect do you think the election will 
have on the lives of queer Canadians?” 

You tell us at: wayves.ca!

THERE ARE OVER 200 TYPES OF CANCER 
HE’S ONLY SAFE FROM 7
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THESE 7 CANCERS ONLY AFFECT WOMEN 

FRANKly My Dear We 
Do Give a Damn!

By FRANzine, HRM’s latest rumour 
tumour
What Halifax gossip rag, excuse me, 
“supermarket checkout magazine,” 
tried to pull a fast one over a local 
gay photographer in August?

Publications cannot use photo-
graphs without consent from photog-
raphers or owners. 
Usually payment is 
waived for com-
munity papers like 
ours. However for 
publications that 
charge,  photo 
credits and re-
muneration are 
standard, espe-
cially for a cover 
shot. One could 
consider it the 
dangling pa-
parazzi  car-
rot (not to be 
confused with 
dangling pa-
parazzi sala-
mi, but that’s 
a very different story.)

Frank Magazine recently learned 
the difference between free and fee, 
thanks to one very alert Wayves team 
member. One of  my sources-horses 
informed me that it took quite the ef-
fort for Frank to pay. Some might say 
they were Frank-incensed but I think 
it’s more like Frank-insensitive.

Tsk, tsk, tsk, Freeloadin’ Frank! 
You got caught with your hand in the 
photog’s cookie jar. And what’s this 

I hear that Bill McKinnon doesn’t 
want any money from you? Your 
penance is to donate to Manna for 
Health, MCC Safe Harbour’s food 
bank for people living with HIV/
AIDS? That’s fair, Frank. Fairy fair, 
girlfriend, as Fifi  would say.

She’s also queerious about your 
claim that your “fl ash happy shut-

terbug was on 
the scene” (at 
Halifax’s 20th 
Pride Parade) 
but  nowhere 
do you publish 
her name. Come 
out, come out 
wherever you are. 
Should Fifi and 
the rest of  us that 
posted pics online 
for friends to en-
joy check to see if  
we’ve been ripped 
off  too? What’s that 
smell? More dona-
tions cooking?

You’re not ‘fraid 
of  fags, are ya, Frank? 

Because in my books it’s either gay 
up or pay up.

If  you really want to do the right 
thing, you’ll become a regular donor. 
Manna for Health is a great cause 
that requires ongoing community 
support. Show us all that you DO 
give a damn. Oh yeah, and ask for 
permission next time. It’s not only the 
right thing to do, it’s the law.

The Last Word
Dear Hallmark,

By Randall Perry.
When I was a boy, still living in To-
ronto, my mother had a friend who 
worked at a greeting card company. I 
don’t remember the job she did—per-
haps she was in marketing or perhaps 
an artist—but I do know that she was 
privy to all the company’s exciting 
new designs and upcoming seasonal 
ad campaigns. About once a month 
my mother would arrive home with 
sample packs of  new cards, direct 
from the artists’ paintbrushes and 
the writers’ pens. I looked forward to 
these little gifts, many of  them with 
the lingering scent of  printer’s ink, 
as little excursions into small-scale 
creativity.

Some of  these new cards featured 
new designs for wedding greetings. 
Even at such a young age, I wondered 
if  there would be card for the kind 
of  wedding I would like to have... 
to Nicky, the boy I secretly wanted 
to be my best friend, to come live 
in my room, to pay attention only to 
me when we kids congregated on the 
playground before going home after 
school let out for the day. A juvenile 
crush (VERY juvenile) but still very 
important to me. I wondered out loud 
one day why the wedding cards didn’t 
have two boys or two girls, and my 
mother replied, perhaps a little too 
curtly, “Because boys can’t marry 
each other.”

Well, now boys can marry each 
other, and so can girls, in Massa-
chusetts and California, at least, and 
Hallmark, you have decided to mark 
the occasion by introducing a line 
of  wedding cards aimed at same-sex 
couples. I welcome the move into this 
growing niche market; however I have 
a couple of  criticisms.

First, same-sex marriage has been 
legal in Canada for a few years and 
there’s been nary a drop of  ink or 
tube of  paint squeezed for the pleni-
tude of  same-sex couples who have 
tied the knot here from either you 
or your main competitor, Carleton 
Cards/American Greetings. I could 
list a number of  smaller, gay-specifi c 
greeting card companies whose fi -
nancial bottom-lines are in the black 
because of  the amount of  money I’ve 
spent on friends’ rushes to the altar.

Second, your new designs are, 
well, boring. Uninspired, as if  the 
initial designs were dashed off  at 
the end of  a bathroom break. Come 
now... one design with an illustration 
of  two cardboard cutout-style tuxes 
holding hands (construction paper, 
anyone?), another with two crayon-
drawn hearts mashed together, an-
other with nothing but little coloured 
hearts all over, with a bit of  vague 
text about promises and hearts... are 
you marketing to sophisticated adults, 
many of  whom have waited all their 
lives for the chance to marry their 
signifi cant other, or do you just think 
we will take the fi rst thing that comes 
along because we’re so grateful for 
the attention?

I know you’re trying to walk a fi ne 
public-relations line, considering in 
a political climate where same-sex 
marriage is a fl ash-point for bigoted 
hot-heads, but by leaving off  words 
like “wedding” and “marriage” you’re 
trying to have your cake and eat it, 

too. The attempt at being inoffensive 
is coming across in bland, unimagina-
tive designs from a company whose 
artists and writers have produced 
some absolutely stunning products.

When you get involved in any way 
with same-sex marriage in America 
you will always court some sort of  
controversy. You’re in for a penny, 
so why not in for a pound. You’ve 
already pissed off  the loopy Con-
cerned Women for America (at least, 
according to their spokesman, Matt 
Barber!) and no doubt some pastor 
in some right-wing church will stage a 
boycott or two, but doesn’t the profi t 
potential in this enterprise outweigh 
the risk of  losing a few shit-heads 
to the competition? Pull out some 

of  those creative stops and give a 
decent-sized segment of  the greeting 
card-buying public what it wants.

I’m sure Ellen and Portia’s friends 
didn’t settle for such dreck; and 
neither did those who attended the 
recent wedding of  George Takei 
and Brad Altman, married after 
already spending 21 years together 
as a couple.

So, Hallmark, I suggest you return 
to the drawing board—literally—and 
I’m confi dent that you can do better. 
The wide-eyed boy in me may no 
longer have the crush on Nicky, but 
he still likes to dream that perhaps 
one day he may get the perfect wed-
ding card.
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