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Embracing Diversity
by Catherine Lambert

The following article was .

prepared for presentation at
Embracing Diversity: Ending
Discrimination ~ Against  Gay,
Lesbian and Bisexual People.
Monday, 'November 28, 1994,
New Glasgow.

I am speaking to you tonight as
an open lesbian. I am speaking
to you as a social worker who
has listened to stories of women
dealing with coming out. Tonight
1 will speak from my experience
as a lesbian and as a social
worker.

I sit with a group of women,
waiting expectantly as one
woman begins to talk about her-
self, about ber life. In a group
like this 1 need always to be
prepared for what might happen
as someone tells her story. I
need to be prepared to help her,
to help the others deal with what
they.are to hear. I usually don't
know what someone will say but
| must be ready. This woman
speaks with eloquence. She de-
scribes what is bas been like for

“her to sit in this room listening
10 the others talk about their
families, their husbands. She
speaks hesitantly as she finally
says to them that she is a les-

Feb’95 Vol. 1, No.1

Contents

Our New Name 2|
Rumours & GALA 4
Gay Weight Trainer 5
Party Line 6|
Quiet Noise 10|
Marusya Bociurkiw 10
'The Open Door 11
Community Calendar 12-13]
Inside:

QueeP Infernet
. Supplemeni

Reviews 14]
Men'Sex Night *95 16|
Doc & Raider 16|
Queer Spirits In Jest 17
NeoFight Activist 17
The News 18

Dykes To Watch Out For 18
Classifieds 22

Our Cover

‘Whoopi Goldberg, Mary-Louise
Parker in Boys On The Side. See
page 18 for review.

Next Issue Deadline

February 21st

bian. The women in the room re-
spond positively. They like this
woman, she has responded to
their individual pain with her
own pain, with her comments of
what has helped her. I know sit-
ting her something  else could
have happened, someone could
have been angry, could have
told this woman she was dirty.

I am in a group of forty
women. We are here to sing, to
sing songs of justice of libera-
tion. The group responds to the
songs with passion. Faces smile,
eyes connect, individual women
join together in the group
through music. There is a sense
of peace. I find myself feeling
quiet, feeling safe in a way I
don't in my everyday life. I have
come here to escape from the
pain I must deal with on a daily
basis in my work. Here I can es-
cape into the safety of the fan-
tasy of the unreal world. Butin a
moment that safety is destroyed
as someone tells me that
Roseanne Skoke has said that
lesbians and gay men do not
have rights as heterosexual peo-
ple do, that they are dangerous
to the family, that they are im-
moral, that they hurt families. I
take her comments personally. T
feel her knife go through me,
wounding me. I sit in shock.

How can anyone say this
about me, how can anyone think
that I will destroy families. I who
sitin my office day after day lis-
tening to sexual, physical abuse
that occurs within families, lis-
tening to women talk about how
their male partners have raped
them, have beat them up, have
sexually abused their children. I
listen daily, hourly to the pain of
women abused within the struc-
ture of family. I don't understand.
1 don't understand why I am
blamed for this action. Why
have I become a‘scapegoat for
the violence that is destroying
families?

I sit in this room with these
women and realize there is no
safety. As we sing our sings of
liberation 1 am not liberated. I
am a member of an oppressed
group. [ am a member of a group
of people who threaten others
because we dare to be different.
I sit in that room of mostly het-
erosexual women and realize
that my pain is different, that my
sense of family is different. That
1 don't have available to be re-
sources heterosexual  people
have.

When speaking with some of
my heterosexual friends about
the news documentary that aired
recently on CBC  about
Roseanne  Skoke they are
shocked about her comments,
They can't believe that this
woman would say these things,

They seem to think most people
would disagree with her. I am
not shocked. I don't think most
people will disagree with her.
And often those who do disagree
do not register their readions. I
talk about my fear of living in
the country as an out lesbian,
how my partner and I made a
conscious decision to be out in
our community, knowing that it
is dangerous for us. I talk about
my worry thai someone will de-
cide they don't like us because
we are lesbians and will harm us
in some way. They are some-
times shocked I would feel this
way. They tell me it would not
bother them if their children be-
came gay or lesbian. But I no-
tice their homes are void of any-
thing other than heterosexuality.
I see nothing that offers their
children another choice. My
partner and I become their only
point of references. They have
no material that shows our lives.
Differences do not exist.

In one specific discussion with
someone about gay and lesbian
youth. I realize there is no under-
standing of the fear that exists
for gay men & lesbians in com-
ing out. The other person says I
guess some people still feel they

the only lesbians in the group. I
wait, expectantly for someone to
ask us how Roseanne's com-
ments have affected us. No one
asks, the silence is deafening. 1
feel invisble. These are lovely,
well meaning people. I tell my-
self it just didn't occur to them. [
do feel isolated.

I worry about the people who
come to sec me, worry about
their isolation, their lack of sup-
port as they deal with coming
out. I remember coming out as
an 18 year old in Halifax and re-
alize that for many young people
that isolation remains, that fear
of being out remains, that want-
ing to be accepted remains. The
difference now is that there are
in some place someone to talk
to. But what if you live in a
small rural community, what if
your father is making crude re-
marks about shooting all the god
damn queers. How do you come
out when your daily life reality
says to be h ual?

press hatred for us. It is only
when we embrace our diversity
as people can we as people have
a better world. It is our job to
fight for the expression of differ-
ences as difficult as that fight is.

As a lesbian 1 live in a world
of hatred, a hatred that affect me
that angers me:

It angers me that I have no
protection as a lesbian under the
law.

It angers me that my family
never discusses my relationship
with extended family members.

It angers me that gay men and
sometimes lesbians are beaten
up and killed for expressing their
sexuality.

It angers me that my ‘brother
who is heterosexual is called
queer because he teaches figure
skating.

It anger me that I am asked
"are you married?"

It angers me that gay men are
still accused of sexually abusing
hildren when all the statistics

How do you celebrate your
first kiss with your best friend if
the kiss is with someone of the
same sex? How, as a_daughter
do you tell your mother/father
that you are moving in with your
lesbian lover? Can you hope for

I'm excited that because we have
achieved so much we will not be
pushed back into the closet.

need to remain hidden. I feel
tired.

respect, can you hope for a posi-
tive response? Can you hope for
?

Iam on the with my
mother. We are discussing a sit-
uation in her church. She tells
me that they are looking for a
new minister. I jokingly say,
“Oh, Judy could go there.” (My
partner is a United church minis-
ter). My mother says casually,
“Not in that church, one of the
church members said if a gay
man or lesbian came to his
church ‘he would shoot him.”
Such a casual remark. Does she
not realize the meaning of that
remark, what damage a remark
like that can do. I will shoot her
or him. We don't want those
kinds in our church. Such a ca-
sual, hurtful remark.

I am in my officc a woman
comes for therapy she thinks she
might be lesbian. She is terrified.
What does this mean to her.
What will her family think. She
has fallen in love for the first
time in her life. She is excited,
thrilled and terrified. What will
happen when family members
find out. Will they still love her?
Will they hate her for her
choice? How can she celebrate
her love for this woman?

I am in a small gathering in
my home. My home is in Central
Nova. My partner and I are again

We live in a society that is
sex-negative about any kind of
sexual activity. We live in a so-
ciety that exploits sex, espe-
cially regarding women & chil-
dren. It is not surprising that
Roseanne Skoke would make
society's hatred of same-sex re-
lationships a political issue.
When a group of people begins
to take a stand, refuses to re-
main hidden, refuses to stop pre-
tending they are not who they
are, refuses to maintain the sta-

clearly state that heterosexual
men are the primary abusers of
children.

It angers me that male chil
dren cannot say they are abused
for fear of being labelled queer.

It angers me that the secrecy
of 1968 (when 1 came out) exists
in 1994.

It angers me that lesbian
mothers often lose their children
in court cases, even though
sometimes the father is an
abuser. B

It angers me that tens of.thou-
sands of gay men and lesbians
died in Nazi concentration
camps and this is still ignored.

It angers me that lesbians and
gay men are held responsible for
AIDS.

It angers me that I have to
i y decide whether to

come out to people and with that
coming out have to deal with
their response.

It angers me that my partner is
called my "friend."

In all my angers I also have

s quo, refuses to stay op-
pressed, other people who have
a vested interest in maintaining
a status quo, who are terrified of
diversity will feel threatened,
will try to push us back into the
closet.

Tknow that the love 1 feel for
my partner is good. I know that
the sexuality expressed in that
relationship is honourable, is
héalthy and is life-giving. I know
the opposition to my sexuality
comes from a deep seated fear
of being different. T know that
being different means [ and other
lesbian and gay men face dis-
crimination from society, A dis-
crimination that not only harms
us but also harms those who ex-

I'am excited that I am able to
speak here tonight.

I am excited that because we

have achieved so much we will
not' be pushed back into the
closet.
_ As I am writing this 1 realize
that my excitement is tempered
by my fear, and my anger but I
refuse to stop fighting for my
life. 1 live my life as a lesbian
knowing that there are those who
hate me, who wish to harm me,
who would shot me but I choose
to live my life in the knowledge
that I any other lesbians and my
gay brothers are fighting and we
will survive and we have much
0 commemorate with each
other.
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By Chris Aucoin and Ross
Boutilier

The Gaezette is now history -
at least the name is.

Earlier in January nine of
the volunteers who have
been bringing you the
Gaezette gathered in
Hantsport for a pot-luck
lunch and a brain-storming
session about our name and
our future. As we've been
telling you for the last few
months, and to celebrate ten
years of existence, we've
chosen a new name and we
asked for your help by way
of a NEW NAME CONTEST.
We received a remarkable
wealth of sug; ions - most

of our founding, and our
sponsor for many years.

Ten years later, the world
has changed, and so must
we. The word gay no longer
means everyone in our g-l-b-t
community, and in fact can
be rather off-putting if you
don’t happen-to be a gay
male. There is no longer any

tion with GAE/GALA,

people made multiple
proposals - via regular mail,
email, and drop-off by people
who knew us.

Several people have asked
us why we wanted a new
name. It’s simple. The name
Gaezette (pronounced GAY-
ZETTE) is play on the word
gazette, a pun on the word
gay, and pays homage to the
Gay Alliance for Equality,
which was the pre-GALA po-
litical institution at the time

and we've managed to sur-
vive as an independent pub-
lication. Finally, we're tired
of being called the “ga-zette”,
which is confusing at best
since there is already one of
those in Halifax, and there
are several other ‘gay’zettes
across North America.

We decided to hold a con-
test. We asked our readers
to help us choose a new
name. We offered a prize: a
ten year subscription

wayves

VES

(marking our tenth anniver-
sary) to the winner. The
deadline was December 31,
1994.

We made our decision on
the new name, waYves, after
extensive discussion and
thought about who we were.
We ended up building on the
best suggestion we received
from two entrants, “Making
Waves”, a name which has
been used before for a gay
and lesbian publication, pro-
duced in Halifax (see the ac-
companying story for more
on this).

Since two people suggested
“Making Waves” we decided
to award five year subscrip-
tions to each. One winner is
Mark Mutrie who works in
oceanography in Halifax.
Our second winner is Kim
Vance, who is a regular, key

contributor to our collective.
Co-winner Vance has do-
nated her subscription to
Betty-Ann Lloyd and Brenda
Beagan in Vancouver. Thank
you, Kim and Mark!

One suggestion we re-
ceived which had significant
support as our discussion
evolved, and which is dear to
our hearts (we're going to
keep it in mind!) is “The
Dandy Tomboy”. It was the
“first round draft pick” of
more than one well-fed collec-
tive member. Other gems in-
cluded simply “’Zet”, which
many of us have been affec-
tionately using to describe
the Gaezette anyway. It has
a certain durability, and rec-
ognizability. Another top
contender was Unbound,
which fan’s of the Gaezette’s

t P

(read it upside down) will ap-
preciate.

Some entries included
graphical renditions of their
suggestions. We were espe-
cially impressed with the en-
try “Atlantic Pride”, which
even included a mock-up of
our cover.

Qur entrants were think-
ing. One entry in particular
was a long letter explaining
all the meaning and depth
behind the suggestion
“SVEND” (“Sharing Very
Essential News Delivery”),
which intended to “...honour
a man who honours us.” We
appreciated the sentiment.

To all who contributed, our
thanks. You made us thi
and you made us feel very
good about what we’re doing
together, as volunteers.

Our choice, waYves,
evokes for us making waves -
promoting change by refus-
ing to be still, by connecting
us to our maritime heritage
here in Atlantic Canada, yet
identifying us as being

literary 1

hat out of step, a_bit

Help Us Make Some Wayves

Wayves is produced entirely by volunteers. We'd like to

do an even better job of reflecting the communities, events, lives, etc. of
lesbian, gay, and bisexual people. We can only do this if a few more of you out there
give us a hand. No experience necessary. Like us you can learn by doing. We especially need people
to write about what is going on in their own part of Atlantic Canada. Send us all the news your local
media never mention. What about that community meeting or fundraiser? How many people

showed up for this year's Pride Parade or picnic? Take photos of noteworthy events and send them
in. If every community organization in the region sent us one press release a month we'd probably
have enough "local" news to fill the paper. If you don't see YOUR life reflected here change that by

writing about it. While we don't have an office or phone you can reach us by regular mail at

Wayves, PO Box 34090, Halifax, NS, B3J 351

or e-mail at

wayves@fox.nstn.ca

Our production meetings usually happen the 1st & 3rd

Tuesdays of each month, with the latter being the deadline for content. Our
meetings are held in wheelchair accessible spaces (see Calendar for time and place).
Get involved. You can put in as little or as much time as you wish. There are many different
production related jobs that we can use help with - from distribution to subscriptions - from
organizing our graphics files (we'd love you) to drawing an original illustration to redesigning our
entire publication. Don't be shy, we're already a pretty diverse lot and we don't bite - honest!




queer - if for no other reason

than for the way we spell,

how we choose to express
ourselves.

The name waYves is not as
threatening as Gaezette.
People who are practicing
doing OUT things like
picking us up in a magazine
store, or not hiding us from
others while riding the bus,
or forgetting to make sure
we are locked away when the
“rellies” come to visit will ap-
preciate that. So will our ad-
vertisers, and the more and
more places that provide us
as a “customer service” on
their counters. Make no mis-
take, though, there is no
apology. We’re unabashedly
queer - and determined to be
even more SO.

The name also implies the
effect that any individual
person or group has, and will
have, on those around them.
No one exists in isolation. By
living .our lesbian or gay or
bi‘or transgendered or homo
or queer (whatever!) lives we
affect our families, friends,
coworkers, neighbors, etec.-
whether it be quiet ripples or

\tgunamjs. Living our lives is
a  political act, an
educational tool.

We don’t know yet what
will stick: waYves, Wayves,
Wayves Magazine, or
WAYves, etc., but we all
liked the name. As our ban-
ner suggests, it is for people
“that way” (hence the
spelling), which in particular
is for those who are outside
the mainstream sexuality.

We want to evolve. We're
hoping that more and more
voices, minds and hands will
join us by contributing to
waYves, helping in it’s pro-
duction and distribution, and
helping our advertising base
to grow.

We want more of every
kind of people. We want more
women. We want more
people from colours other
than white and cultures
other than those already re-
flected. We want more corre-
spondents from all parts of
the Atlantic Region. We
want to hear from expatriate
Atlantic Canadians too! We
want more people from
outside the local gay and
lesbian mainstream - and we
want more of all of the above.

We already are a unique
voice, and we look forward to
remaining very much a
healthy, relevant and pro-
gressive forum for building
our collective self awareness
here in Atlantic Canada. Go
ahead - make some wa(y)ves.

by Lynn Murphy

On a chilly day early “in
1981, four people stand on a
rock with the sea behind
them. Coats well-buttoned
and caps jammed down
against the wind, Robin
Metcalfe, Jim MacSwain
and Pat Dingle hug and
smile; Anne F looks appre-
hensively back at her tripod,
as if wondering whether the
photograph will do justice to

the occasion.

It was the launch of
Making Waves, Atlantic
Canada’s first and only

gay/lesbian quarterly.

Robin Metcalfe’s first edi-
torial explains the reasons
for founding the magazine:

Unlike women or racial
minorities, ‘we  are born
with out any visible mark
of our outcast status.
Unlike cultural minor-
ities, we are born. into

no
heritage, no pride or
identity to help us make
our way in the world as
lesbians and gay men.
We must, each of us,
alone at first and later, if
we are lucky, with
others, invent and create
our gayness. Each of us
must speak into the
silence the words that
will name, and thus cre-
ate, ourselves and a
community that can sus-
tain us.

This quarterly is a
way of speaking into that
silence.

The only gay/lesbian peri-
odical then appearing in
Halifax was Have You
Heard, a precursor of the
Gaezette. As a newsletter for
the Gay Alliance  for
Equality, Have You Heard
was largely concerned with
the management of GAE’s
club, The Turret. Other arti-
cles ran the gamut from a
photocopied VD  pamphlet
(no mention of AIDS yet), to
coy speculations on the lat-
est love interest of “Miss 1.”

Making Waves was aiming
higher.

The centerfold of. the first
issue carried excerpts from

wayves

akin

&

dVES

speeches made by Body
Politic writer Stuart Russell
and author/lawyer Lorenne
Clark at a public meeting on
“Gays and the Constitution”,
sponsored by the Civil
Rights Committee of GAE.

Carol M’s article “Ku Klux
Klan” covered Klan attacks
against American lesbians
and gays, and urged partic-
ipation in the newly-formed
Nova Scotia Coalition
against the KKK. Over the
next few months, the coali-
tion successfully resisted a
proposed Klan expansion
into Nova Scotia.

Later  issues- documented
conferences in New
ioke, Mai a

features in Making Waves
was “Furry Frolics” by
Anthony W, a comic strip in
which fuzzy bears Ted and
Fred explored disco, politics,
and (most enthusiastically)
each other.

Poetry (including  Jim
MacSwain’s moving and hi-
larious “Cocksucker man”), a
humour column, and draw-
ings by local artists,
rounded out the quarterly.

Even the advertisements
in Making Waves now seem
rich~ in history. The
Alternate Book Shop, located
in the Turret building, ad-
vertised Mandate, Playguy,
and poppers. The Body
Politic offered subscribers

meeting with the collective
and its (male) reviewer.
Another fundamental ten-
sion in the community was
addressed by the outgoing
GAE president in the
Summer 1982 issue.
Stressing the need for a new
community centre as the fo-
cal point of a vibrant com-
munity, he said, “The Turret
is not the GAE, nor does it
stand or speak for the Gay
Alliance. The Turret has,
over the years, developed
into a disco club meeting the
needs of a small faction of
the gay community, a faction
which is visible within the
community at large, but
which does not represent the

Denmark;  criticized main-
stream media coverage of is-
sues relating to homosexual-
ity; and introduced book and
theatre reviews.

Community events covered
included a forum on “Gay

monthly for just $20.00 a
year. Aamco Transmissions
took a full page ad and of-
fered a ten percent discount
— “Ask for Ken.”

The quarterly was com-
mitted to, and achieved fifty

Even the

advertisements
in Making Waves
now seem in rich
in history.

rights” sponsored by Red
Herring Co-op Bookstore; the
formation of GAMES (Gay
Artists Musicians
Entertainers Society); a per-
formance at the Dunn
Theatre by Sisters Elite &
Co., Female Impersonators;
the first Over-30’s party; the
Great Moncton Picnic, held
in a popular cruising (and
queerbashing) area over the
vocal protests of Moncton
City Council; an art show at
Doomsday Studios; and a
lesbian Tupperware party.
One of the most popular

percent lesbian content, but
tension between men and
women was sometimes visi-
ble elsewhere: the fourth con-
ference of the Atlantic Gay
Association, held in
Fredericton, offered both
Boston writer Eric Rofes on
“Feminism for faggots” and

the Body Politic’s Chris
Bearchell on “Bridging the
gap.”

Upset by references to
drag acts in Making Waves’
theatre review, representa-
tives of Sister’s Elite & Co.
arranged an = air-clearing

Prophetically, he warned, “1t

could be that the goose that
lays the golden eggs has
turned into an albatross
around the neck of GAE.”

Like the reign of decency
described in Robin
Metcalfe’s fantasy fiction
“The short, happy presi-
dency of Ronald Dragon”,
the publication run of
Making Waves was a short
one: the third issue was the
last. Always heavily in-
volved in a dozen things, the
editor, and most of the col-
lective, moved on to other
things.

Not unlike the bachelor
uncle or maiden aunt your
family didn’t mention often,
Making Waves is part of the
family tree of the new
Wayves.

Roll on, thou deep and
dark blue ocean, roll!

Note: All the persons
named in this article were
named in the relevant issues
of Making Waves, which dur-
ing its run was sold in
Montréal, Toronto and
Boston, as well as in local
bookstores and by subscrip-
tion (four dollars a year). I
hope that referring to them
in Waves will cause them no
difficulty at this remove in
time.

Lynn Murphy was a mem-
ber of the Making Waves col-
lective, and will soon be
boasting of contributing to
the first issue of Wayves.
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Rumours

of my Death are
Not Exaggerated

By Ross Boutilier

GALA, the Gay and Lesbian
Association of Nova Scotia,
owner of the Rumours Club in
Halifax, has been facing a criti
cal financial situation and a very
uncertain future. The Rumours
club, for many years the only
gay and lesbian bar in Halifax,
closed its doors for the last time
the weekend of January 14.

Many were surprised Rumours
lasted that long, but staff
working off-hours as volunteers
helped the bar stay open until
New Years, which had a turnout
of 500 people. After New Years
all the bar staff were laid off, to
be called back on a casual basis
as needed.

GALA, meanwhile, met
December 14 to evaluate the fi-
nancial options that remained.
After a presentation from their
accountant where they were told
the bar had the potential for prof-
itably were it run more as other
bars were run. There was also a
presentation of options by the fi-
nance committee. The options,
bankruplcy, leasing out the bar,
and just limping along were dis-
cussed and sent back to the
board and the committee by the
membership for further develop-
ment and clarification. It was
noted that to meet GALA's then-
current  financial ~ obligations
(mortgage, taxes, building main-
tenance) the prospective lease
holder would have to pay
$15,000 per month to GALA.

The December 14 meeting
also saw the membership rescind
an action of the ¢xecutive to bar
Chris Aucoin from Rumours.
Aucoin, an  ex-presid of

from _the termination of his
manager's  contract. Dixon
indicated that legal action was
still an.option he could use.

The GALA membership met
again January 8. A series of mo-
tions were presented ending with
one to clos¢ Rumours and one to
dissolve GALA. These last mo-
tions were ruled out of order
when an earlier motion commit-
ted the board and the finance
committee to pursue an offer by
Bob Bezanson 10 run the club as
an independent business with an
agreement to share the profits
with GALA.

Bezanson is well known in
Halifax municipal politics, hav-
ing run unsuccessfully for mayor
on two previous occasions.
Bezanson has also been involved
in the bar scene in Halifax for
several years, including a sum
as the disk jockey and

wayves ——

The next GALA meeting was
scheduled and held January 18 in
a cold, and now uninsured
Rumours building. The power
was still on, but barely. The
meeting  immediately ran into
trouble because the membership
had not been called to announce
the meeting date, so that other
than by word of mouth, members
not at the January 8 meeting
were unaware of this next meet-
ing. It was decided to proceed
anyway. »

There was a motion to recon-
sider aud another to rescind the
previous meeting's  decision  to
proceed with negotiations with
Bezanson. President Jane van
Kansas reported that all advice
from legal and financial council
was not to sign the proposed deal

without  significant  changes.
Kansas rcported that ncgotiations
to these ch

helper at Rumours.

The proposed deal was com-
plex and the subject of strong
sentiments since there would be
no guarantee of profits, no guar-
antee of financial solvency for
GALA, and no apparent financial
risk to Bezanson. None the less,
the motion to proceed with nego-
tiation passed by a narrow mar-
gin. The membership seemed to
prefer some option other than
giving up.

One other motion at the
January 8 meeting authorized the
removal of forty boxes of histori-
cal materials from the Rumours
property for safe keeping, and
the establishment of an archives
committee to determine the best
dxspr)smon of the malenal in the

of the

were not going anywhere, and
time bad simply run out. The
building had been listed for tax
sale, the insurance had run out
and was not available except at
an  exorbitant  price  with
thousands of dollars nceded up-
front. Without insurance,
said, it was only a short time
before the mortgage
moved to protect their i

Rumours:

Requiem or Reprieve

By Heather Burke

I never knew I cared so much
as in the final hours in a cold
and gloom even beer could
not cheer.
from the last ‘gala’ event—
oversize balloons, foil-covered
stars—are still burgaomng
forth into the spacious skies
of the theatre into which we

poured our songs, our

she laughter, our chatter, our
sweat.

holder It is so big; why are we at a

loss to date anyone?

Kansas refused to open the doors
without insurance.

The membership passed with-
out much dissent motions to
close the business, giving the
board authority to do whatever
was needed to attempt to
salvage GALA as an entity from
the situation, without the club,
and to reconvene the

GALA and a former employee of
Rumours, had taken legal action
against GALA and Rumours in a
dispute over back earnings. A
small claims court came down in
Aucoin's favour in that dispute in
January.

The December 14 meeting
was also reminded by Doug
Dixon that there had been no
progress toward resolution of his
dispute with GALA stemming

record of GALA over its 21 year
history.

The January 8 meeting also
saw the resignations from the
board and GALA of chair of fi-
nance Marilyn Lamb and vice-
president Michele Rogers, who
revealed deep divisions on the
board and cited non-communica-
tion and exclusion from the deci
sion making process, The board
was already withoul a secretary,

bership only if needed to
pass a motion for bankruptcy.

The meeting also saw the
election of two new board mem-
bers, Norm Paddock as vice-
president, and Gregory Stewart
chair of finance.

It has been reported in the lo-
cal press that GALA has re-
ceived two offers to buy the
Rumours property and that the
board has made a counter-offer
on one,

Let the choir sing on stage
and entertain those news-
paper people at their layout
table on the dance floor while
the youth group form a magic
circle, choosing from a selec-
tion of furnished plateaus in!
the pit. Pride Committee is
meeting on the second level
creating placards and party
favors. The coffee machine is
on automatic. Who knows
what evil lurks in the projec-
tion room: perhaps a course
in midwifery for prospective
lesbian parents!

Lord how we grew. The
Turret was hot from the press
of bodies. Even on Granville
St. we plotted under dim
lights, raucous voices hem-
ming us in, with Gloria’s
permission. Novg we havel

The decorations .

what was once a disheart-
ened theatre nurtured into
new life, given the stark
colours of drama, the
brimming lights, the lewd
screen, the pounding of your
heartbeat from the speakers,
the twinkling body of the
dance. And not this alone
but in the balcony a carnival:
the games of chance, the
aroma of popcorn, the concen-
trated calm of the billiards
arena, the dizzying flash of
hands at the bar. For resting
and reconnaissance tables
and chairs positioned to allow
a continuum of sound from
Just look’ to ‘chatter loudly’ to
the ‘we can have a private
party’ of the projection room.

Compared to the toy train
station of Regina and the
warehouse of London, it is a
top-fhght discothéque, brim-
ming with activity—well, one
night a week. Too much!
And that has been the heart
of the escalating aggrand-
izement of GALA and its
central concern—too much
razzle dazzle, too much paid
professional attachment, too,
many salaried employees, too
many obstacles to the effec-
tual participation of all|
members in the political and|
social process.



Interior

wayves

Health:

Confessions of a Gay Weight-trainer

by Art Fisher

It's so stereotypical, isn’t it?
A gay man who bodybuilds?
But there I am at the Y, two
or three times each week,
determined to work up a
sweat.

First I do my stretches.
Then, after a warm-up on
the Stairmaster, I go
through my routine with the
weights; this usually takes
an hour. I finish with about
one hundred stomach
crunches and some more
stretches. By then, a snack
and a long shower are phys-
ical delights, the final treats.

You know, when 1 wander

through the products of gay
commercial culture — the
magazines and the slick
urban papers — it’s obvious
I'm not alone at the gym.
Gay culture is littered with
the photographic evidence of
their existence - these
“buffed and bronzed” ideals
of masculinity. They seem to
pop up all over the place.
For example, I can be in the
midst of reading a very
touching human story in The
Advocate and then turn the
page and — oops — there’s
another “perfect” body.

Of course, this isn’t merely
a phenomenon within gay
culture. The striving for
masculine perfection is at
work within male culture —
as a whole — in our society.
And this striving is now
identifiable as a source of
psychological and physical
sickness. Our society is now
producing men whose symp-
toms parallel those com-
monly associated with fe-
male anorexia.

These are men who often
appear — to everyone else —
to be physically “perfect”
products of bodybuilding.
But what others see is not
what they see when they
look in the mirror. In their
own eyes, for a variety of
reasons, their bodies are un-
acceptably flawed, so much
so that they often refuse to
be seen in the shower, or on
the beach. These are men
who willingly inject steroids,
starve themselves, anything,
in the striving for the

“shredded” or  “shrink

neously — they view it as a
personally unachievable
goal.

But, if a straight male in
our society can feel hope
lessly inadequate in relation
to this masculine ideal, then
how can a gay male possibly
feel? Doubly inadequate? Is
this, perhaps, why the obses-
sion with the masculine ideal
seems to reach

men eroticize, and thus cele-
brate, a masculine ideal
which is — at the same time
— such-a source of feelings of
personal inadequacy, shame.
and emotional pain?
You might think this is
odd, considering that I
welght -train, but I have no
erotic interest in the
pumped up masculine ideal.
Those images of gay perfec-
tion imbedded in our culture
— like icons seeking -my
respect — fail to arouse any-|
thing within me. I look; I
think. I wonder about the
often self-inflicting nature of|
gay life. Then I flip the page
and move on.
I'm sorry; it’s just not the
exterior appearance of a
man that gets to me. It’s his
person, his affection, his|
heart... give me these inner|
quahtles and, the, you have
to peel me off the ceiling. I
mean, sexual arousal is so
psychological; it’s all in my
head. know. I'm so
warped. 1 think it comes
from bteatlung in too much
fresh air.)
So, then, why weight-
train? Well, this is my point:
we tend, in this society, to
approach  weight-training,
fitness, nutrition, our bodies!
in general, with such a nega-|
tive, exterior, appearance-|
focused attitude. We tend to

think that, if only we looked
“right”, then we could like
ourselves — and be liked. We
often seem completely un-
aware of the alternative ap-
proach — a positive, interior
focus on health and spiritual
well-being. This approach
begins with self-acceptance,

begins with liking ourselves
as we are, and then moves
toward making decisions
about responsible health
care.

There are lots of positive
benefits to be gained — by

both women and men - from"

weight training. Physical

strength, cardiovascular en-
durance, and metabolic rate
are all increased. And so is
bone mass, a protection

during exercise; this can

_iresult in lower body weight

and lower blood pressure.
All of these factors improve
lenergy levels, boost self-
‘conﬁdence and result in a
|sense of achlevement.

{ We each have our specific

* [fitness needs and goals. 1

‘began working out because I
‘realized, one day, that stress
slowly killing me.
_|Weight-training became one
of my strategies for coping.
Now, I get benefits from
‘weight-training I could not
have anticipated back then.
<Pethaps the most rewarding
'benefit happens in the midst
of my routine. I'll be working
‘along, focused on the mus-
cles being used, on my repe-

meditative state of mind. For
this short span of time in my
day, 'm free of problems,
worries, regrets. I'm simply
living, here and now, with
‘my full consciousness fo-
cused on my body.

For myself, you see,
weight-training and nutri-
tion-consciousness and
avoidance of smoke and
alcohol, these are all spiri-
tual acts. In caring for my
body, focusing on its health,
its needs and capacities, I
feel like I'm recognizing its
sanctity. I'm acknowledging
that 'm a caretaker of a
wonderful gift.

So, my actions are not
negative forms of self-denial.
'They are, very much, posi-
tive forms of self-apprecia-
|tion, self-love. They are sat-
isfying and enduring rituals
{in my life. They are all about
1celebratmg real — imperfect
— physicality as an amazing
Ienabler of life’s experiences.

“Human beings are
whole organisms whose

parts are intimately
connected; the effects of
one’s  health  ripple

throughout this organ-
ism, affecting not only
the physical but also the
g§ychic and  spiritual

against post P 1 os-
teoporosis. And increased
metabolic rate means our
bodies are burning more
calories all the time, not just

- ONeill & Ritter,
Coming Out Within
(Harper Collins, San
Francisco, 1992), p. 33.

o
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Thank You

Dear Wayves:

The family of the
Terrance James
(Terry) wish to thank all
those persons who gave so
freely of their time to make
his last days meaningful.

Thanks to all those per-
sons who came to our home,
to sit with Terry.

Thanks to all who sent
cards and made donations-tor
the Persons With AIDS,

late

Coalition in his name.

A very special Thank You
to Howard McLean, for his
work in coordinating the
many volunteers.

Thanks to the staff at the
Victoria General Hospital,
especially the staff at the
Medical Day Unit.

A Thank You to Father
Cassie for coordinating the
Celebration of Terry’s -life,
and thanks to the Atlantic

School of Theology for the
use of their chapel.

The AIDS Vigil Choir did
a beautiful job providing the
music - thanks to all.

Thanks to AIDS Nova
Scotia and the Nova Scotia
Persons With AIDS Coalition
for all your support

Sincerely,
Wilson Hodder

Gay and Positive Men’s Group

by Terry Goodwin

The third meeting of the Gay
and Positive Men’s Group
was held on Saturday,
January 21st in the lounge
of the AIDS Coalition of
Nova Scotia. We now have
18 members- all HIV/AIDS
Positive Gay Men. We meet
every second Saturday af-
ternoon from 1PM umtil
4PM. The next meeting will
be February 4th.

GAP Men was created be-
cause some of us felt that
there was no concrete voice
for positive Gay men in the
AIDS and Gay community.
There were groups for other
minorities but none for us.
At the first meeting, the con-
sensus was that we would be
an action and not a support
group (pity party).

Since the beginning of the
AIDS epidemic in the early
‘80s, it has been predomi-
nantly gay men who have
created and run AIDS ser-
vice organizations, not only
looking after their own, but
everyone else infected and
affected by the disease.
Recently, we seem to have
been left out in the cold and
have lost our voice. In
Canada, we still make up ap-
proximately 83% of

HIV/AIDS cases. We are not
financially compensated like
the hemophilia community or
those infected by tainted
blood supplies, and most of
us live (exist would be a bet-
ter term) on social assis-
tance or Canada Pension
Plan. To live on an income
that is  $5,500  below
Canada’s poverty line of
$12,500 is a hard feat to ac-
complish. If no one will stand
up for us as we have stood
up for them, then we can and
will do the work ourselves.
Recently , several positive
gay groups have established
themselves across Canada
and we have commenced
communi cations with them.
We have also connected with
ACT-UP (AIDS Coalition to
Unleash Power) and AIDS
Action

Now for ideas on “problem
solving” when words are not
enough.

The  Canadian  AIDS
Society (CAS) has agreed on
the theme for  AIDS
Awareness Week 1995 to be
Gay men and Homophobia.
We have never been the sub-
ject of Awareness Week be-
fore, so we see that as a
small victory.

CAS has started a
National Task Force on
Housing and Special Needs
which will be working in con-
junction with Phase 2 of the
CAS Income Security pro-
ject. I am the PHA (Person
Living with HIV/AIDS) rep-
resentative for Canada. I am
looking for stories from
PHAs concerning housing,
needs and income problems;
and anything concerning
poverty. We have our first
meeting in Montreal
January 26th. I want to
compile these stories not
only for the Task Force, but
also to present to Dr. Jim
Smith (Social Services), Dr.
Ron Stewart (Health) and
Guy Brown (Housing) and
see what we can accomplish.

The Nova Scotia Public
Interest Research Group
(NSPIRG) at Dalhousie has
come out with an interesting
pamphlet called Proud But
Cautious - homophobic abuse
and discrimination in Nova
Scotia. For a copy or for the
full report call them at
(902)494-6662.

If any men out there would
like to come to a GAP meet-
ing, please call me at the
Coalition. The telephone # is
(902)429-7922.

Halifax

For the first time ever Hali-
fax is getting a queer tele-
phone book. The 1995
Greater Halifax Pride Guide
will be a directory of
businesses and services that
at least welcome, lesbian, gay
and bisexual people. In what
is planned to be an annual
publication you can find that
Vg/bi friendly plumber so you

- won't have to de-queer your

house, a theraplst who will
work on your xssues a.nd ot

lf" Queer Pages

them - you can use the form
below to give us the basic in-
formation (at least a contact
and phone number) that can
then be used to follow up. If
you ARE a communities-
friendly business or service
provider, or community group
use the form below to get
your listing.

Planned for an early June
release the Greater Halifax
Pride Guide will allow thou-
sands of metro Halifax area
to have a listing of

their unresol

or a comfortable place to buy
something special for your
special someone. These re-
sources are already out there
but finding them isn’t always
easy - but it soon will be.

If you know of a
gay/lesbian/bi positive busi-
ness or service provider let
them know about us, or even
better, let us know about

fnendly businesses, services,
community groups, etc. at
their fingertips. The Guide
will be printed in a compact
user-friendly format that is
equally at home beside the
phone, in your pocket ,or even
the glove-compartment of
your car. Basic listings are
$15. For display advertising
rates see form below or phone
(902)423-6999.

Pride

The 1995 Greater Halifax

First ever directory of businesses
and services that support our
communities and welcome
lesbian, gay, and bisexual
customers and service
users. The definitive
resource for g J
bisexual, an

lesbian, con-
sumers. A
must!

v

A BASIC LISTING is $15 and includes name, address
and telephone number(s).

DISPLAY ADS (includes basic listing)
Business Card (3.5 x 2): $75

Half Page Ad (3.5 x 3.375): $110
Full Page Ad (3.5 x 6.5): $205
Inside Back/Front covers: $300

Back Cover (includes 1 colour) $400.

B S ]

Guide

1 Name 1
1 1
1 Address 1
: Postal Code :
: Contact Person :
1 Telephone (W) H) |
: Best time to call :
1 1
I  Mail check or money - 2 1
| order and this form to: Pride Guide 1
1 PO Box 34090 1
1 or phone Halifax, NS 1
423-6999 B3) 351 I

<
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Bubble
Girls
Unite!

Dear Bubble Girls:

I missed reading the first
“Bubble Girl” article, but I
totally agree with what
Bubble Girl #2 had to say.

T've been thinking along
the same line myself lately,
and have been wondering
how to get in touch with
some mature women that I
have more in common with.
T'd like to be involved in
some activities ot,her than
going to a women’s dance
every couple of months.
Going bowling, taking in a
movie, or taking turns going
to someone’s house to play
some board games would be
great.

Let's get together and
talk! I have place a classified
ad in this issue so we have a
contact point.

Bubble Girl #3

Dear Wayves:
This may come as a “bravo”
to - last fall's  October
Conference, but the rein-
forcement is needed. Though
unable to attend myself, due
to prior obligations, I did en-
Jjoy the coverage in
November’s Gaezette.

A couple of points made
were very well thought out
and presented.

If we as a community con-
tinue to allow ourselves to be
pitted against other in main-
stream society, it will only
lead to harm. This is not to
say we need not be active;
rather, our actions need to
be of a positive nature: one
which will show that we are
a good people, people of a
loving, noble character, who,
though different, are of good

character.
We need to concentrate
more on our similarities than

our differences: our need for
family, for

wayves

put a name on it, “I am gay.”

Most of them have been
OK with it. To my face any-
way. One woman is upset

for children, and right to
adopt. We need to concen-
trate more on showing our-
selves as normal, or above
normal, part of society.

It may be interesting to
see the reaction of the people
to our donating to Christmas
Daddies, the IWK, or other
charities. Many of us do so
now, but what if, when we
did, we donated under an
alias such as the Nova
Scotia Gay Community? Or
even the Halifax, Colchester
or Inverness County Gay
Community?

We need to come together
as a community and as fam-
ily. We need to become pub-
lic in such a positive manner
as to make people every-
where sit up and take notice,
to realize that, though we
may have diﬂ'erences, we
have many similarities.
Perhaps not only similari-
ties, but a uniqueness of
character by which we may
be exemplified and looked up
to. A character which sets
us apart, and yet makes us
who we are as a people.

Sincerely,
Brian W. Hurlburt

Dear Wayves:

I would like to hear from fel-
low gays and lesbians that
are working for Sobeys or its
parent company, Empire.

I have been working for
Sobeys in Moncton for about
nine years now and, since
last fall, took the sudden de-
cision to come out to my co-
workers in the baker depart-
ment. All of them knew any-
way, since I never pretended
there was another person in
my life but the man I have
been with for thirteen years.
It was just that I chose to

she feels she is
forced to work with a gay
person. I was assured by my

boss that if she had a prob-
lem with me, she would just
have to put up with it. He
also said that if she ever
said anything negative to me
about myself, I was t let him
know.

1 was also asked if I would
be interested in a manage-
ment position if one came up.
I told my personnel manager
and my area manager that
my partner and I would con-
sider it on its benefits to both
of us.'So, I don’t think I have
hit the glass ceiling yet.

Sobeys is a great company
to work for. I think it is time
it recognizes us and gives us
the same benefits for us and
our partners. Quite a few
Canadian companies have
changed their benefits cover-
age lately, namely Canada
Post and the Royal Bank. If
those two conservative es-
tablishments see fit to in-
clude us, I feel Sobeys might
think about it more seri-
ously. I read that the Royal
Bank can do this at a mini-
mum cost.

All this is to ask fellow gay
and lesbian Sobeys employ-
ees to contact me by mail if
thoy are interested in bocom.
ing an informal Sobeys Gay
" Lesbian  Group. Don't
forget that if I have been
saying Sobeys all long, it
also includes all the compa-
nies under Empire Holding.

I'm also sure anyone writ-
ing to Sobeys head office
with something positive on
this matter would help us
greatly.

Waiting to hear from you
all,

Guy Paquet

56 Wrysdale Dr.

Moncton, NB
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Pride Logo Contest

The Pride Halifax Organiz-
ing Group (PHOG) offers a
prize of $100.00 for a logo to
be used as the symbol for
Lesbian and Gay Pride
1995.

Rules: The winning logo
must be non-racist, non-sex-
ist, and non-homophobic;
suitable for reproduction on
pins, buttons, and other
promotional  merchandise;
and be an original work or
concept of the person(s) in
whose name the entry is
submitted.

Preference will be given to
entries expressing the his-
tory and diversity of
gay/lesbian communities.

Entries may be camera-
ready or in sketch form.
Notes explaining the symbol-
ism are optional.

Each entry should include
the words “Pride 95" or
“Pride 1995”.

Eligibility: Multiple and
join entries are allowed.

The contest is open to per-
sons or any sexual orienta-
tion.

Previous logo contest win-
ners and members of the
Organizing Group may en-

ter. Contestants may not
serve on the judging com-
mittee.

How to Enter: Entries
must be mailed to Pride
Logo Contest, c/o Wayves

magazine, Box 34090, Sco-

tia Square, Halifax, NS,
B3J 3S1
Entries must be post-

marked by Monday, March
13, 1995.

Entries must be enclosed
unsigned in a plain brown
envelope which also contains
a sealed envelope holding a
sketch or photocopy of the
entry signed with the
artist's name, address, and
telephone number. Multiple
entries must be submitted in
separate envelopes.

The winning entry be-
comes the property of the
Pride Halifax Organizing
Group,

CKDU-

FM:

Ten Years On

by Gary Hanrahan

On February 4th, CKDU-

FM, Dalhousie Universitfs
campus/community radio
station, will celebrate ten
years on the FM band, and
as this issue of Wayves hits
the stands, the station will
be mid-way through its
Tenth  Annual Funding
Drive.

CKDU has been a long-
time supporter of the lesbian
and gay communities. The
core of the station’s gay and
lesbian programming is The
Word is Out, currently
heard on Monday evenings
at 7 PM. Also in the spoken-
word category is Queer
News, heard Fridays after
the BBC World News at
noon. For the last several
years, the station has also
programmed “All Gay, All
Day” , a special day of pro-
FraeDay colebrations.

These special broadcasts
have landed the station in
hot water. The CRTC im-
posed restrictions on
CKDU’s broadcasting license
in the fall of 1993, as a re-
sult a single complamt re-
ceived during that year’s
Pride broadcast. This re-
sulted in a nation-wide

protest from 25 cam-
pus/community stations in
October 1994, during which
all of the participating sta-
tions programmed a day de-
voted to censorship issues,
called “SEX-FM: Radxo
Uncovered.”
Over the years, however,
much of the queer content
has appeared during what
are ostensibly music pro-
grams. CKDU has proved it-
self very open to such con-
tent. At any one time over
the last several years, there
have usually been at least
three or four music shows
hosted by gay men or les-
bians who were out and out-
spoken on the air. These
shows have included Brenda
Barnes’ Fill Her Cup, Dan
Hart's Din of Iniquity,
Robert Matthew’s opera
show Tosca’s Kiss, or Girl
Tionted by “Fava Svadker
Current shows include Jane
Van Kansas’ Radio Free
Kansas and Liz Van Berkel's
More Than Oranges.
CKDU-FM’s Tenth Annual
Funding Drive continues un-
til Sunday, February 5th,
and you can make a pledge
by calling 49-HAPPY (492-
27179).

Valentme

Saturday, February 11th

S Dmner?

G G

A Café & Bistro

< Course Dinner
$24EX.95 per person

"Community” Sitting
at 8:30 pm

e

Pre-sold tickets now on sale at our
Market St. location, 4922455,

Please mention this ad or
“community’ when purchasing tickets.

1858 MARKET
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GALA Archives

The Atlantic History Net-
work, an informal group of
lesbians and gays interested
in the history and archives of
gays and lesbians in Atlantic
Canada, has accepted custody
of the records of GALA. The
papers were removed from
GALA for, safe keeping in
early January, and a sub-
committee of the Network
with GALA representation
will develop a plan for trans-
fer of the records to an ap-
propriate archival repository
by the end of July. The plan
for the documents will be
publicized in Wayves, and a
public meeting will be held
for community input.
Concerned individuals may
contact Lynn Murphy at 455-
0193 for further information.
The Committee’s first
meeting is schedules for
Thursday February 2.

wayves

Sexual Discrimination in the Workplace

by Jim Genge

As most everyone knows
that with the downturn in
the fishery, work is almost
not to be found; therefore,
many workers are crying
out to someone that they
need jobs to survive on,
which is perfectly true.

In Glovertown,
Newfoundland, people who
need a job, but do not want it
and will not take it, are cry-
ing wolf. Why?

My business partner and I
have landed a huge contract
that can accommodate at
least a dozen workers with
good salary for eight to ten
years, but because the
workers in this town know
me as a gay person, they do

not work for or with me, or
us.

Homosexual  discrimina-
tion is not new in the work-
places of Canada. There are
thousands of cases where
workers are being discrimi-
nated against because of
sexual ori i But this

a big role in the lives of the
citizens of Glovertown.

As stated previously, ho-
mosexuality is not a choice.
Why would anyone really
\'Jva.nt to live their life where
discriminati rejudi

bigotry and hatred are
against them? How can one
te for the fact that

is a new one to me, where
workers that desperately
need employment will not
work because one of the busi-
ness partners happens to be
gay.
To me, homosexuality is
not a choice. It is inherited,
and, as a gay person, I have
continued to work against all
odds and to live in a society
where organized religion is a
dominating factor, and plays

he is gay? After all, the
workplace is a workplace
and not a pick-up joint.

Many of the would-be
workers are receiving some
sort of income, either UI,
welfare, or the federal com-
pensation for displaced ex-
fishermen. They are content
to live the life of Reilly this
winter; but what happens
when their UI and compen-

Youth Group Concerns & Response

Dear Wayves:

At a recent meeting of the
gay/lesbian/bisexual  youth
group, the issue of bisexual-
ity was discussed.

I don’t normally attend these!
meetings, because I've had a,
lot of support from friends
while I've “come out” as a bi-
sexual. However, this meet-
ing interested me, because
the speakers were a bi-cou-
ple (male and female) who,
among other things, were go-
ing to talk about their rela-
tionship.  Specifically, I
hoped to learn from them
how their relationship
worked, and how I might
adopt some of their ways
into my own relationship.
My boyfriend, sister, and

girlfriend came along for my
support and their education.
For my boyfriend particu-
larly, this was his first real
opportunity to meet a couple
who were similar to us — not
the average straight-monog-
amous pair. He too had
hoped to learn from their re-
lationship and reflect on
ours.

Unfortunately, our learn-
ing experience was cut short
because we were asked to
leave. My boyfriend is
straight, and, despite his as-
sociation with me, straight
people aren’t allowed in
youth group meetings.

We left the meeting and
ran to a bar — I needed a
drink to deal with all of my

Centre 9

bed & breakfast

Quiet and discreet, with old-fashioned Nova Scotia hospitality,

(902)422-2380

2016 Oxford Street
Halifax, NS
B3L 2T2

Serge parle frangais

¢ Two rooms with shared bath
* One room with ensuite
& private entrance
* Visa accepted
* Non-smoking
¢ Reservations preferred

emotions! A thousand
thoughts and feelings hit me:
Why is life so unfair? I
wanted to understand! I
wanted to belong! Where do I
belong? How do I integrate
both my worlds? Why dis-
cuss bisexuality if the oppo-
site sex component isn’t al-
lowed?! That was just
wrong!!

After thinking about ev-
erything for a while, I real-
ized that all I had wanted
was validation that my bi-
sexuality and my relation-
ship with my boyfriend were
“normal”.

I've accepted the fact that
linking my opposite-sex rela-
tionship with my same-sex
ones is not easy at the best
of times. The youth group
made it harder than I ever
thought possible by not in-
cluding my boyfriend! I had
just managed to break down
a few. walls, and now I'm
back where I started. How
can I live out my bisexuality
when neither the straight
nor the gay communities ac-
cept my partners more than
50% of the time?

I know a few gays and les-
bians who have had positive
experiences with the youth
group, but, based on my ex-
perience with them, I rec-
ommend to everyone who is
bisexual that you not attend
the gay/lesbian/bi 1

Dear Wayves:

Re: Letter from Kirsten
Schmidt  regarding  the
Youth Project’s policy to re-
strict attendance at meet-
ings to lesbian, gay and bi-
sexual young adults.

As members of the youth,
project, we are concerned
with this letter. We had not
realized that our policy had
such a negative impact on
anyone, It is important to us
that the groups be welcom-
ing, safe, and supportive for
all youth who are bisexual,
as well as lesbian or gay. In
fact, making our meetings
safe and supportive was a
major factor in our decision
to limit attendance to people
25 and under who identify as
lesbian, gay or bisexual. Our

0 so0-
cial/educational/support
groups also provide an envi-
ronment where we can share
common experiences and
discuss issues that are im-
portant to us.

In addition, we offer spe-
cial meetings, and social and
recreational activities which
are open to friends, family,
and partners of group mem-
bers. As well, our heterosex-
ual supporters are welcome
to drop in with a group
member during the social
time before our regular

m

youth group. They will tell
you that being bisexual is
OK, but you will have to
leave your opposite-sex
partner at the door.

What does this message
tell you?

Acceptance is few and far
between!

Kirsten M. Schmidt

Youth group policy, such
as the one in question, is de-
cided on by the whole group,
which includes a number of
bisexual youth. Our policies
and procedures are not set
in stone, but are discussed
regularly.

In _the past, policy-related
problems have led to group

sation cease to exist? They
cannot return to the fishery.

At this point in time, my
business partner and I are
forced to go out of town to
find substantial workers,
who will work for a living
and not “cry wolf” because
one of their employers is
gay.

This, my friends, is very
typical of Glovertown.

[Jim has asked that we in-
clude his address with this
article, so that other employ-
ers in a similar situation can
contact him. Write to:

James Genge
229 Main St. North
Glovertown, Nfld.
AOG 2L0

Ed.]

discussions and, in some cir-
cumstances, policy changes.
Had the author of the letter
brought her concerns to the
group, the policy could have
been further explained, dis-
«g“&aea, and possibly modi-
ed.

We understand the au-
thor’s need for support and
validation for her relation-
ship, as this is something
that we have each felt at
some point. We realize that
there may be a conflict be-
tween the need for a safe
space for lesbian, gay and
bisexual youth and the needs °
of bisexuals who are in rela-
tionships with heterosexual
people. We can only hope
that through our varied ac-
tivities and on-going discus-
sions, we can meet the needs
of our diverse membership.

In the future, should bi-
sexual youth wish to start
their own group to address
their concerns, the youth
project would be in support
of such a group. The youth
project recognizes the impor-
tance of providing spaces for
specific groups in our com-
munities to get together
(e.g., youth who are aborigi-
nal, black, disabled, franco-
phone, transgender, live in
rural areas, etc.) w

We welcome the participa-
tion and input of lesbian,
gay, and bisexual youth. For
information, support, or re-
sources, please call the
Youth Project at Planned
Parenthood Nova Scotia, at
(902) 492-0444.

Sincerely,
The Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual Youth Project

and



Symposium XXI

Maine’s twenty-first
gay/lesbian/bisexual/trans-
gendered conference will be
held at the University of
Maine’s Presque Isle campus
from May 26-29, 1995. The
members of Northern
Lambda Nord are for the
fourth time playing host to
the event.

The theme of the Maine
Lesbian & Gaymen’s
Symposium XXI is “Coming
of Age”, to reflect the fact
that this is Maine’s 21st
event, and to pose the ques-
tion: how have the lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgen-
dered communities matured,
both politically and person-
ally?

Symposium planners are
finalizing details of the con-
ference, but already have
.confirmed that the Saturday
evening entertainment will
include a noted lesbian comic
and a men’s choral group.
There is a pending anti-gay
referendum on this
November's state-wide ballot
in Maine, so an important
“town meeting” will also be
held during the weekend.

As with the previous three
times  Northern Lambda
Nord has hosted
Symposium, it is expected
that about a third of the par-

ticipants will be from New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia.
NLN membership is drawn
from both Aroostook County
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wayves

change” registrations are
available if requested in ad-
vance, as is child care.

To receive a registration
form send a self-addressed

in Maine, and Madawaska,
Victoria and Carleton
Counties in New Br

One of the keynote speakera
will be a Canadian activist,
as has been the tradition at
the previous Presque Isle

gatherings.
Accommodations at the
University of Maine at

Presque Isle dormitories will
include all linen, blankets,
towels and soap. The new
campus centre and remod-
eled dining hall offer modern
faciliti for Symposium’s
Memorial Day weekend
events,

There are several weekend
packages to choose from (all
payable in US funds only):
Plan A includes three mghts
lodging, all meals and regis-
tration for $109; Plan B in-
cludes two night’s lodging,
meals and registration for
$95; Plan C is one night's
lodging, meals and registra-
tion for $80; Plan D is meals
and registration for $65;
Plan E is for registration
only, for $25. Registrations
received after May 1 will be
higher. A limited number of
reduced-price  “work  ex-

envelope to:
Symposium XXI, PO Box
990, Caribou ME 04736-
0990 USA, or call the Gay-

to sell items and/or dis-
tribute literature.
Symposmm will provide ta-
bles in the campus centre for
the following fees $30 (US)

ber listed above, or to Dick
Harrison at (207) 498-0900.

Space at the conference is
also being set aside for an
ex}ub‘nt of works by lesbian

for profit-maki

gay, b 1 and tr

$15 for non-profit groups
selling items for fund-rais-
ing, and free space for non-

Al
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Lesbian Phoneline of Maine
at (207) 498-2088.

The organizers of
Symposium XXI have also
put out calls for vendors or
organizations who would like

Action Alert

From EGALE, “Equality for
Gays And Lesbians Every-
where”, your national voice.

)
What's Up?
The Government reneged on
its commitment to introduce
the long-awaited “sexual ori-
entation” amendment to the
Human Rights Act by the
end of 1994,

Recent comments by the
Prime Minister and Minister

of Justice suggest the
amendments may be
*indefinitely on hold*!! Just

last week, Prime Minister
Chretien stated “we have
three more years or four
more years to our mandate”
to act on this issue, Minister
of Justice Allan Rock re-
cently said: “I don't know
when that Bill will be pre-
sented. I really don't know
when.”

What's Next?

The House of Commons re-
sumes sitting on February 6,
1995. We need to flood the
Prime Minister's office with
faxes, phone calls, letters to
demand the immediate intro-
duction of the a d

The Budget is likely to be
released at the end of Febru-
ary (yet to be confirmed).
The wake of the budget will
be the next window of oppor-
tunity for introduction of the
amendments.

What Can | Do?

1. Phone, fax and write
the following:

The Rt. Hon. Jean Chre-
tien, P.C., M.P. Prime Minis-
ter of Canada Tel (613) 992-
4211; (819) 537-1820 Fax
(613) 941-6900; (819) 537-
6198

The Hon. Allan Rock, P.C.,
M.P. Minister of Justice Tel
(613) 992-4621; (416) 231-

2301 Fax (613) 990-7255;

(416) 231-2052

Demand action on your
rights. Let the P.M. and
Minister of Justice know
that we are tired of waiting
for equality. Ask when the
Human Rights Act amend-
ments will be introduced and
REQUEST A SPECIFIC RE-
SPONSE.
2. Collect signatures on as
many form letters to the
Prime Minister as possible.
It's very easy to take a stack
to your local bar, community
centre, social group or
church. Fax or post the form

letters to the P.M. as soon
as possible.
distance costs, you can mail
them in bulk to EGALE and
we can fax them from Ot-
tawa, if you prefer.

3. Phone, write and meet
with your own MP. This is
your right as a constituent,
Don't know who your MP is?
Call 1-800-267-8683 or 1-

To save long-

800-667-3355 for your MP's
name and number. All MPs
can be reached at House of
Commons, Ottawa, ON K1A
0A6, no postage required.
Ask your MP to speak to the
Prime Minister to request
prompt action.

4. Stage media events
around the time of the new
session of the House
(February 6). We need as
many prominent public fig-
ures as possible demanding
action from the Government
as the House resumes.

It has been suggested to
me that copies of letters to
the Prime Minister and Min-
ister ofJushce on the top)c of

SYMPOSIUM XX

A)
profit groups
literature only. Table space

distributing

must be reserved in ad-
vance; send requests to
Symposium XXI/Vendors, at
the address or phone num-

Block 80 Wellington Street
Ottawa, K1A 0A2

and

Ms. Chaviva Hosek Direc-
tor, Policy and Research
Prime Minister's Office, etc.

These folk may actually
even read the letters!

Sample Letter
Dear Prime Minister:
I am very concerned that the
Government of Canada broke
its promise to introduce the
long-awaited “sexual orienta-
tion” amendment to the
Canadian Human Rights Act
by the end of 1994. Your re-
cent public comments that
you have “three or four more
years” to act on this issue
raise concerns that the Gov-
ernment is not committed to
this equality issue at all.
When members of your
own caucus have publicly
stated that they consider

homosexuality to be
“immoral,” “unnatural”,
“abnormal” and “inhuman,”

we consider that you have a

to the

ibility to take a lead-

Human Rights Act also be
sent to the following senior
Advisors to the Prime Minis-
ter:

Mr. Edward Goldenberg
Senior Policy Advisor Prime
Minister's Office Langevin

ershnp role and ensure that
the amendments are intro-
duced without further delay.

This amendment is about
basic human rights. It has
been Liberal Party policy
since 1978. In a recent

dered artists, hopefully in
the new gallery space in the
campus centre. Both two-
and three-dimensional work
is being sought. Pieces will
be hung from Friday evening
through to Sunday night or
Monday morning. There will
be no charge to display art-
work. Space will be limited,
so notification of intent to
exhibit should be submitted
to Symposium XXI/Exhibit,
to the Symposium address,
or one of the phone numbers
above.

Symposium XXI is also
lookidig for suggestions for
discussion topics, and for
people to lead workshop dis-
cussions during the confer-
ence. One workshop which
has been confirmed is “Small
Business Owmers”.
Workshop facilitators will
receive a reduction in the
cost of their registration.
Send suggestions for work-
shop topics, and names of
individuals who are inter-
ested in leading workshops

Symposxu.m
XXI/Workshops again to the
address or either of the two
phone numbers above.

letter to EGALE, you wrote:

“The Prime Minister be-
lieves that a Government
must be judged by its effec-
tiveness in promoting hu-
man dignity, justice, fair-
ness and opportunity.”

Your willingness to act
promptly and effectively on
this important human rights
issue will be the test of your
integrity in respecting the
equal rights of all Canadi-
ans. Vague promises are no
longer sufficient. We expect
results.

Please reply to this letter
advising me when the
amendments to the Human
Rights Act will be intro-
duced.

Yours very truly,

[Your name, address and
phone number here]

c.c.: The Hon. Allan
Rock, P.C., M.P., Minister of
Justice EGALE

Equality For Gays And Les-
bians Everywhere - EGALE
Arts Court/ 2 Daly Avenue/
Ottawa/ KIN 6E2 Tel (613)
230-1043  Fax (613) 237-
6651 Join the EGALE e-mail-
ing list! Send e-mail to:
<lawrence_aronovitch
@mindlink.be.ca>



by Jane van Kansas

When I came first to Nova
Scotia I lived in Hubbards,
outside the broadcast range
of CKDU, the community ra-
dio station of the tri city
area. I would see listings for
queer shows in Gaezette -
The Word Is Out, Fill Her
Cup, More Than Oranges,
and envy those within the
fifty watt range of the sta-
tion. As I prepared to move
to Halifax, in January 1993,
The Word Is Out began ad-
vertising for a lesbian co-
host and I began to imagine
myself on the air.

Actually I had been imag-
ining myself on-air for
twenty three years.

When I was about fifteen, 1
got my first stereo. My par-
ents had one of those cabinet
models that. looked like a

cheap: . buffet;. and ' some
Harry Belafonte, Miriam
Makeba ~ and = Beethoven
records. My mother had
seen Bob Dylan make his
television debut, sometime in
the earliest of the sixties,
and she had a few of his al-
bums.

Anyway, somehow it was
night when, in the living
room, I first got the receiver
and turntable and speakers
hooked up. Wisely my par-
ents had bought headphones,
and so it was me alone in the
room and alone with the
sound, in the dim, that I first
heard stereo. It was an
overnight show on CBC. I
forget the host's name, but
the show theme: song was
Cat Steven's Peace Train.
‘The dj had one of those mel-
lifluous CBC voices, and he
was  spe: g when the
power light went red and I
put the headphones on.

I thought he was in the

of a smooth witty voice in-
side my head made me laugh
out loud. I never forgot, and
never stopped wishing and
never stopped thinking that
I too had a face for for radio.

Ariella Pahlke
Smith and
Trowbridge.
CKDU is one of the most
queer positive places I've
ever spent time in. They

and Dan
hris

I never forgot and never stopped
wishing...that | too had a face for radio.

It has turned out well. I
came into town and became
a co-host, and then producer
on the premiere lesbian and
gay current affairs radio
show. At CKDU, first on The
Word Is Out, and then on
over nighters I have finally
been able to do what I al-
ways figured was magic.

And now, on Radio Free
Kansas, there are the days
when I cannot find the mood
I want to ‘communicate, I
cannot find the music or the
stories that tell whatever it
is I wish could be told. Often
I am trying to reach those
clinging on the couch in their
pajamas, melancholy and
pessimistic. There are the
days when I feel 1'do good
radio, and there are calls in,
people thanking or support-
ing or telling part of their
own story, and I myself am
gladdened and made near
happy by the music and sto-
ries that are on the radio.

I have skills, good ones,
thanks to my time at CKDU.
I know how to splice audio
tape, how to make a cart,
cue a record; go on air. I
have talked to Peter
Gzowski, Cathy Jones and
Jann Arden. I've learned
about The The, Meryn
Cadell and Everything but
the Girl. I met The She
‘Whose Name They Dare Not
Speak. I know Kenny Lewis

room behind me. The magic and Brenda Barnes and
.
Georgina M. Chambers, M.A.
st. © e.
l.ndlvlduzl, Couple, and Group Therapy
Specializing in the Issues of Lesbians and Gay Men
* Coming Out
« Relationships
“Substance Abuse / Addictions
* Sexuality

* Grief and Loss

422-0087(ext.27) Sliding Fee Scale

make a point of hiring
queers. They make a point of
airing queer shows, of
putting queer stories on the
news. They went up against
the CRTC like David in a
lamé loincloth when two gay
pieces were deemed unac-

ceptable for day time airing.
am free to play

DiFranco, Ferron, Ian
Stephens and Derek
Jarman.

Sometimes I do feel out of
place. I don't know the dif-
ference between a one inch
punch and a nine inch nail. T
don't always like the disor-
der of the station. I'm never
sure if an all ages gig in-
cludes the likes of me. I play
too much Carly Simon and
Joni Mitchell. But all the
same, there is a place and a
welcome for Radio Free
Kansas at the station, and I
am grateful beyond the

telling that CKDU has al-
lows me access to the air
over Halifax. I owe the sta-
tion big time.

CKDU is at 97.5 on the
FM dial.The station began
its tenth annual funding
drive Friday, January 27,
and it continues to
Sunday,February 5. To do-
nate, dial 49-HAPPY. The
Word Is Out airs Mondays
at 7:30 pm. More Than
Oranges airs Tuesdays at
2:30 pm. Queer News airs
Fridays at 12:10 pm. Radio
Free Kansas airs
Wednesdays at 10:00 am.

This article iginally
appeared last month, but was
laid out incorrectly.

By Kim Vance

How do you go from being an
avid anti-porn activist, to be-
come, one of many strong
voices in a national anti-cen-
sorship groundswell? Or
how do you make the reciting
of a recipe for Ukranian cab-
bage rolls so erotic, that your
audience  doesn’t  know
whether to clap or sit there in
silence trying to figure out
just where you placed what
emphasis on what word, and
try to remember if they have
that recipe at home some-
where?

Just ask Marusya Boci-
urkiw, that’s pronounced Bo-
syer-kev.  Unpronouncable?
Well, as she reminds us on
her business card: “There are
some cultures where your
name would be considered
unpmnouncable you know.”

Bociurkiw is a femi-
nist/lesbian activist, writer,
and film/videomaker  of
Ukranian descent.. (Try
printing that on a business
card!) She was in Halifax re-
cently promoting her new
book, The Woman Who Loved
Airports, and showing her
latest video Bodies in Trou-
ble. Her creative writing has
been widely pubhshed in
journals and hologi

Marus
Boclur

called Blue Video Night. The
story features a videomaker
sitting in an edit suite late
one night. She is dissecting,
frame by frame, footage of an
erotic lesbian home video fea-
turing her lover. “It was just
an experiment in home video
porn, a joke, really. Or, it
was us performing our real
selves. My desire to objectify
her. Her pleasure at being
objectified, which she nor-
mally would not reveal. The
way it happens all the time,
in the bars, at the dances, all
that looking and being looked
at. Yet she was, is, an active
subject, too.”

After wanmng (or heating)'
the up with that|

cluding Fireweed and Dyke~
words, and she has produced
and directed over a dozen
videos and films.

She began her reading at
the Centre for Art Tapes with
a piece from her new book

piece, Bociurkiw moved in to.
a couple of readings on food, |
emphasizing the point that
she feels food does not play’
enough of a role in lesbianl
culture. Of course we cannot‘
give her credit for having



By Norm Paddock

The year was 1994. For gay
people in Canada, in many
ways, it was 1894. It was the
epoch of hope; it was the era
of deception and d ir. It

ral
politicians,
‘homosexualists’ as acting
against ‘the laws of nature,
and whose sexual behaviour

paralysis of certain
who described

immoral.
retorted

therefore,
lists’

was,
H

was the season of same-sex
love; it was the prelude to
prudish legal entrapment,
persecution, and prosecu-
tion. It was the time to be
cloistered in the closet; it
was the escape to honorable
freedom  beyond ‘the open
door’. ¥

On some gay and lesbian
issues, there appeared to be
moments of temporary clar-
ity; such moments, on the
other hand, were quickly ob-
scured by the pedantic neu-

that they, too, were created
in the ‘image of God’, and

were, therefore, both
‘natural’ and ‘moral’. In the
eyes of  aforementioned

politicians, it was clear that
we were all going straight to
HELL; In the eyes of many
significant others, though,
we were all going directly
the other WAY. We now
give ‘thanks’ to our signifi-
cant ‘others’; we love you
more than before 1994.
1994--it was the best of

wayves

years; it was the worst of
years. The ‘Spring thaw’
was really hard on some
h alists’, especially
those without live-in lovers.
Hormonal rivers overflowed
the banks and boundaries of
ravishing ‘cruising’ grounds.
In this regard, let it be re-
membered that on June 8 a
district attorney and prose-
cutor for the Queen was
moved to exercise his moral
duty to attend a Gala meet-
ing, an unusual event for the
aforesaid Crown prosecu-
tor, and inform the gather-
ing of the legal implicati

counsellor for the wueen,
with an engaging eye and
concerned voice, articulated
clearly what homos can and
cannot do in public bath-
rooms, and other public
places, e.g. . nature parks.
Poetic license acknowledged,
the attorney’s message
might be paraphrased as fol-
lows:

Acts of sexual gratifica-
tion, either narcissistically
induced and executed, or in
concert with other homos, if
eye-balled by cops, security
or security’s electronic eye

A My it
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stagnated, and Tev-
rogressive century. On the
home front, the gay and les-
bian community declared
war upon itself; it unfoldecl
Mo e

y and
itself in  that messy
‘guerrilla’ format - with
verbal  conflict, person

against person, and gender
against gender. Unlike most
wars of this type, this one
was highly successful. By
year-end, the demise of
Rumours, the gay
community’s bar and social
centre, was painfully

in of -

of gay men cruising for sex
in public places.

This prosecutor for the
Queen spoke solemnly, much
in the manner of Solomon
and Solon, but certainly not
with the sourness of the
Queen. (What is it with this
Queen’s sourness? Is it that
she has not yet seen all her
male prosecutors? Or, is
she, perhaps, a lesbian
Queen, and consequently not
sensually responsive to her
hunky prosecutors?)

Pardon the digression,
but during the aforemen-
tioned gathering of hormone-
happy homos, this sapiential

k .
written her first selection on
food, as it was a recipe for
Cabbage Rolls taken directly
from the Starchy Foods chap-
ter of a Ukranian cookbook.
However, much credit can
certainly be given to the sen-
sually delicious way this sim-
ple recipe was presented. I
know what Il be cooking
over the holidays this year!
Her second “food selection”
was from her book and is
called Food/Yizha. “Ruta
was very attentive but the
truth of the matter was, she
was thinking about dinner
the whole time she was going
down on Colleen.” This pas-
sage is indicative of the hu-
mourous tone set in this se-
lection, however an underly-
ing message of Anglo-cen-
trism and cultural identity
conflict is present throughout
this story and others in the

book.
Bociurkiw refers to this
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theme in her work as
“travelling across identities”.
1t was probably most obvious
in the last piece that she read
from her new book, Mama,
Donya. This was a request
from an audience member,
actually, but the author felt
that it was quite fitting, as it
describes the often painful
and bizarre humour of visit-
ing biological families during
holiday seasons.

In this series of passages,
Ruta is trying to explain to
her partner the turmoil she
feels about her recent visit
with her family. At the end
of the story she uses the im-
age of a stream with her in it,
blocking its flow, the stream
being her ancestry.

“I tell her about my Baba,
Kateryna,,. who came to
Canada with my mother on a
stinking boat... My Baba, a
seamstress since she was six-
teen, who wanted nothing

more than to sew my wedding
dress... And my mama, for
whom grandchildren speak-
ing to her in Ukranian means
continuity and future, the
only genuine security she will
ever accept in a country that
daily makes her feel inse-
cure.”

Marusya Bociurkiw went
on to please the audience fur-
ther by showing her video,
“Bodies in Trouble” which
has shown in recent local film
festivals. Overall, it was a
wonderful evening. Boci-
urkiw’s book, The Woman
Who Loved Airports, is a fas-
cinating read and a worth-
while gift for all during this
holiday season, especially for
those “travellers across
identities”. It is published by
Press Gang Publishers (who
helped sponsor her tour), and
is available at select local
bookstores. If they don’t have
it...make them order it.

fences, when metaphysically
proven to have been ¢ the
real thing’ by a duly consti-
tuted court of law. (Criminal
Uncode, Chapter 666)

Also, ‘acts of entrapment’
are sometimes employed by
‘peace’ officers and security
to encourage and ensure
that horny perpetrators ‘go
far enough’ to indeed break
some anachronistic ‘hung-
over’ law from the
Victorian era, and thereby
be simultaneously appre-
hended. A few interesting le-
gal questions arise from
such liaisons: e.g., if a crime
is deemed to have been
committed under such cir-
cumstances, who is the real
criminal? Who is the victim?
Can the apprehended crimi-
nal also be the victim?
Suppose there was no vic-
tim, does it therefore follow
that there was no crime?

the above notwith-
standing, the Queen’s coun-
sellor advised Gala
members that in  his
experience “they are very
successful cases.” For
whom? Presumably for the
Queen! Well, God Save the
Queen! Press PLAY for
1894 and spend an hour with
Oscar Wilde, as he suffers in
his cell from the same inhu-
man indignities.

Bravo for 1994 and its
dying decade of an
unevolving, socially

t. Gala, with its
proud history of twenty
years struggling for the
inherent rights and free-
doms of homosexuals in
Nova Scotia, is now (as this
goes to press) begging for
rescue from the flickering
flames of the financial hell
that has reduced Rumours
to a residual mound of gay
memories.

Yes, 1994 was a haven of
hope; it was also the abso-
lute doldrums of despair.
“Letters from the Closet” re-
counted the lived experi-
ences of Ross, Brian, their
family members and friends.
They left the closet door
open, symbolizing hope.

“The Open Door” became
a metaphor for the private
hells and heavens of being

gay and “out” to family,
friends, colleagues, and your

own little ‘global village’

S, A result clarty pre-

vailed... really, really... the
clarity of an emulsion of soft
spring mud and freshly
ejaculated squid juice.

In September, “The Open
Door” announced the forma-
tion of ‘Tuoth”, the Unchurch
of the Homosapien. Its chief
precept requires  -that
‘unconditional’ love be prac-
tised between all interacting
humans. “Keep the Faith, as
we continue to make new
“waYves.”

Amen and Awomyn
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We're Here, We're Queer,
and We're on the 'Net!

by Gary Hanrahan
Since the Wayves (formerly Gaezette) now has Internet access (at least for e-mail), I thought
it might be a good time to put together a list of Queer resources available on the Internet.
This list makes no attempt at being “complete”; first of all, things change too quickly on the
“net, and secondly, there’s so much out there that it would simply take too much space to
include every possible listing. I've tried to come up with a good sample of what’s available,
and will leave it to you - those whose specific interests are not met to try to find other resources
which might better do so.
Anyway, here's the list, divided up by the type of access.

World Wide Web

The World Wide Web (WWW) is one of the fastest-growing parts of the Internet. This is
due, in part, to the wider availability of Web browser programs such as Mosaic, and also to the
fact that WWW allows access to its own HTTP (HyperText Transfer Protocol) documents, but
also for FTP (File Transfer Protocol), Gopher, and other formats. Here are a few sites, which
will point you to a number of others.

CyberQueer Lounge

http://cyberzine.org/html/GLAIDS/glaidshomepage.html

CyberQueer is a guide to LGBT people places and things around CyberSpace. CyberQueer
guide is also a how-to Queer-friendly instructional resource on using the tools and resources
of CyberSpace via the WWW, World Wide Web.

Queer Resources Directory

http://vector.casti.com/QRD/ html/QRD-home-page.html

‘The QRD makes a variety of resources available, both at their site, and via links to other sites.
They also make file transfers from their site available via e-mail.

The FTP (File Transfer Protocol) site includes suchitems as the text of the Danish Registered
Partnership Act. The Act, which went into effect October 1, 1989, was the first law to allow

This, for example, will bring you the home page of the CyberQueer Lounge via e-mail.

E-Mail

Gay and Lesbian Parents Coalition International

The Gay and Lesbian Parents Coalition International (GLPCI) is an advocacy and support
organization of Lesbian mothers, gay fathers, bisexual parents, their partners and children.
They have over 85 chapters located in 8 countries. GLPCI can provide some information and
referrals on custody issues, adoption, surrogacy, A 1L, and the rights of co-parents.

If you would like additional information or would like to receive GLPCI's quarterly
newsletter, please send your name and address to:

GLPCINat@ix.nctcom.com

Children of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere
There is also an organization for our children, Children of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere
(COLAGE) that can be reached at the following E-mail address:
KidsOfGays @aol.com
COLAGE offers aquarterly newsletter and support groups facilitated by trained professionals
for children age 12 and above.

Internet Relay Chat (IRC)

IRC is a lot like CB radio for the Internet, with a couple thousand “channels.” IRC is a
powerful conferencing medium which hasn’t quite found its place yet.

After you join a channel, anything you type immediately appears on the other participants’
screens, all over the world. People can also send private messages to each other, and exchange
files, usually pictures of each other.

Despite the raunchy names of the channels below, people spend most of their time in light
chatter. Channel names are dynamic, coming and going all the time. Here are three popular

| same-sex couples to be ‘married’ or have their i i dbya opes (as of the end of *94):
sovereign state. #gaysex General chat channel for males and females.
As an example of how 1o retrieve files via e-mail, both the original Danish P ip Act #) Big furry guys and their friends.
anm :':lﬂcndenlS are contained in a single file, 'n’amed: o ‘“;l-‘alpehse mmlnvimimmh; &ﬁgg‘el_'&xyl“u“bli_glnf wYoull be o uired to orove hat,
i OFH;MT;‘{;.;‘I;’{JA? K e u.Ianoe you’re connected to IRC, you can find out about more channcls. Some others at press
with these lines in the body of the message: time were: #gaysm, #jack-off, #gaygif, and #gaymuscle.
open
od Rub/QRD/browse Newsgroups
get danish d.p act
quit . " . P Usenet News consists of about 9000 discussion groups on almost any imaginable topic.
To get a list of the commands which you can use for this FTP mail, send just the word “help’ Some groups may not beavailable at particular sites, as each site is free to decide which groups
in the body of the message. . it will accept from the site “upstream”, from which the news is received. To access Usenet
The QRD also maintains a list of LGBT ¢ izations and mag: which are

via email. This list can be found at:
/pub/QRD/electronic/email contacts

Resources for soc.motss
http://www.skepsis.com/.glbo/motss/
A companion WWW site to the soc.motss Newsgroup (se¢ below).

The Sappho Mailing List Home Page

http://www.apocalypse.ort/sappho/ = .

The Sappho home page is “full of information about the Sappho Mailing List and other
interesting stuff.”

If for some reason your site does not have a WWW client for you to use, you can access it
(WWW) at the following addresses using telnet. When connected to the site, login using the
usermname Www.

telnet fatty.law.cornell.edu
LOGIN: www
or
telnet WWW.LAW.INDIANA EDU
LOGIN: www

Once connected to the WWW, you can enter the address of the site you want o reach. Enter
the command: g, which will open an areaat the bottom of the screen to insert addresses. Enter
the WWW address, hit the return, and you are off.

If you haye no Telnet or WWW access, you can get WWW pages from the following ¢-mail
service. Send e-mail to the following address, and put the send command and the WWW
address in the text body.

To: listproc@www(.cern.ch
(Text body message should read like the following.)
send http://cyberzine.org/html/GLAIDS/glaidshomepage. html

News, your site must first have a news feed, and you must have access to some type of a
newsreader program. (motss in the group names means “members of the same sex™)

alt.homosexual Slightly more political, slightly less chatty, and
a bit more hardcore news than soc.motss.

alt.journalism.gay-press A new group for gay journalism and gay
journalists.

alt.personals.bi Personals by or secking bisexuals

alt.politics.homosexuality As the name implies.

alt.sex.homosexual Sames as alt.homosexual.

alt.transgendered Boys will be girls, and vice-versa.

ba.motss Bay Area — San Francisco and environs.

can.motss Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual issues in Canada

soc.bi

Discussions of bisexuality.
soc.motss I pertaining to ity. The original
gay- and lesbian-related newsgroup. Very chatty,
and a clearing house for every piece of
information relevant (and not) to gays and
lesbians, A high volume group — 200 articles per
day is not unusual.

soc.support.transgendered Transgendered/intersexed persons.
soc.support.youth.gay-lesbian-bi Gay youths helping each other - a fairly new
group.

Mailing lists are another form of discussion group, but which use regular ¢-mail for
distribution of the postings to the group. Some of the mailing lists duplicate the content of
Usenet newsgroups, thus giving access to those without a news feed or newsreader.



Unless otherwise specified, send a message with nothing in the Subject: linc, and with
SUBSCRIBE listname
in the body of the message.

act-up
To subscribe, send mail to:
act-up-request @world.std.com
The act-up list was sct up for the discussion of the work being done by the various ACT-UP
chapters worldwide, to announce events, to exchange ideas related to aids activism, and, more
broadly, to discuss the politics of AIDS and health care.

aids
To subscribe, send mail to:
aids-request@cs.ucla.edu

This is a distribution list for people who can’t access the newsgroup sci.med.aids. Covers
predominately medical issues of AIDS. Some discussion of political and social issues.
Postings to AIDSNEWS and Health InfoCom News mailing lists are also carried.

Unlike info-aids, postings to aids @cs.ucla.edu are NON-confidential. The average number
of postings to aids is about 2 per day. The average size of articles is very large (statistics, news
summaries, etc.) sci.med.aids and aids@cs.ucla.edu are mod: (see also “info-aids”

Democratic Socialists of America, and for other people interested in discudsififf LULIIELUULY
between sexual identity and the democratic socialist movement in the U.S. and other nations.
The list is ncither archived nor moderated.

euro-queer
To subscribe, send mail to:
majordomo @queernet.org ’
The first (not subject) line of the message should be:
subscribe euro-queer-digest (for the digest format)
subscribe euro-queer (for the separate-message format)
(If youare ibing address from the one you are usingto send the request, you
should instead use a line of the form:
subscribe euro-queer-digest myotheraddress @ my.other.system (for the digest format)
subscribe euro-queer myothemddress@m other.system (for the non-digest format)
EURO-QUERER is a list devoted to c ion among Europ 1/b/g/t activists,
organizations and individuals. It has a specific focus on queer Euro-News and Euro—Acuwsm,
but it is also a forum for general L/B/G/T discussion.
To find out how other European queer groups are working and how the situation for queers
is in different European countries, all subscribers are encouraged to contribute with queer-

mailing list)

alternates
To subscribe, send mail to:
alternates-request@ns1.rutgers.edu

Mail alternates is a mail list for people who advoa(c, and/or pracuoe an open sexual
lifestyle. Its members are primarily bisexual men and women, and their SO’s. Mail alternates
isintended as a forum, and support group for adult men and women who espouse their freedom
of choice and imagination in human sexual relations, no matter what their orientaion. Those
who are-offended by frank, and uninhibited discussions relating to sexual issues should not
subscribe.

ba-sappho
To subscribe, send mail to:
ba-sappho-request @labrys.mti.sgi.com
Ba-sappho is a San Francisco Bay Area lesbian mailing list intended for local networking
and announcements. Ba-sappho is not a discussion group.
Thisentryis i d as an f aregi pecific , of which a number exist.
Others include: bnnj (BiNet/New Jersey), fl-motss (Florida), LA-motss, ne-social-motss (see

related i from their regions.
The list is not moderated, but the number of daily postings from eachi specific subscriber is
limited to two messages. If needed this restriction may be suspended by contacting the list

org).

q app! q

It is also possible to post to the list anonymously by sending to “euro-queer-
anonymous@queernet.org” (this will strip the “From” field and other identifying information
from the mail header, then ically send the to the list). It is the policy of the
maintainers not to release the names of recipients, and to attempt to keep the list private.
However, e-mail is not secure, so do not count on this.

euro-queer-studies
To subscribe, send mail to:
majordomo @queemect.org
The first (not subject) line of the message should be:
subscribe euro-queer-studies
(If you are subscribing a different address from the one you are using to send the request,
you should instead use a line of the form:
subscribe tudi dd: y. otha system
EURO-QUEER- STUDIES is a list devoted to ion among European I/b/g/t
in queer studies. EURO-QUEER-STUDIES is

y below), etc. You will often sec such lists included in messages which have been “cross-; posted”
to a number of lists.

BiAct-L
To subscribe, send mail to:
EL406010 @brownvm.brown. edu
This is a bi aclivists’
you when you are added to the list.

list. Di

for posting to the list will be sent to

BiFem-L
To subscribe, send mail to:
LISTSERV @BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU
Send a message with no subject line and the following message body:
SUBSCRIBE BIFEM-L *your full name*
BiFem-L is a mailing list for Bi women and Bi-friendly women. You will receive an

ackno of your and will later receive amessage welcoming you to the list
and how to post The list volume is 80-100 messages per day.
Bisexu-L

To subscribe, send mail to:
LISTSERV @BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU

This is a list for discussion of issues of bisexuality. Cordial and clvxllmd h of

and ori

not intended to be a general discussion mailing list. Issues that are not related to the purpose:
of the list should be directed to other relevam lists..

with i i their present
projects, as well as with all kind of other mformauon relevant to the purpose of this list-
The list is not moderated, but the number of daily postings from each specific subscriber is

lum!ed to lwo messages. If needed this may be ded by the list
tudies-app q org).
Itisthe polxcy of the nottorel h of recipi and pt tokeep
the list private. However, e-mail is not secure, so do not count on this.
euro-sappho
To subscribe, send mail to:
majordomo@seta.fi

with the following command line in the body of the message:
subscribe euro-sappho your @address

Euro-Sappho is alist for sapphic discussion on topics that are mainly of interest to European
dykes. While any woman can join, subscribers should keep the international/European nature
of the list in mind. List membership is open to women only.

Currently, the list has 120 subscribers from 20 countries including: Austria, Australia,
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland , Ireland, .
Israel, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, UK, and USA.

relevant ideas, opinions and experiences of all ori is
- we do not discriminate on the basis of orientation, religion, gender, race, etc.

This list is not i ded in the spirit of from any other lists devoted to lesbian,
gay and bisexual issues but as an for di ion of bi 1 concerns in
particular; by the same token, the existence of Bisexu-L should not imply in any way that other
discussion lists are no longer appropriate forums for discussion of bisexuality.

BITHRY-L
To subscribe, send mail to:
LISTSERV @brownym.brown.edu
Send the message:
SUB BITHRY-L “Yourname
This listis for the thy i of bi and gender issues. Itis neither a social
group, nor a support group, nor an announcement or news forum. There are many other lists
that serve those purposes on the networks. Cross-postings from other groups are strongly
discouraged.

DSA-LGB
To subscribe, send mail to:
DSA-LGB-request@midway.uchicago.edu
DSA-LGB is a mailing list for members of the Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual Commission of the

If you any problems with subscribing, send mail to:
euro-sappho-request @seta.fi

FTR-L (Fight the Right)
To subscribe, send mail to:
MAILSERV @PITZER EDU

This list contains information and alerts on fighting anti-gay politics. This list is not
moderated. It is intended to not only foster discussions of the activities of the Reactionary
Religious Rightand how we can combat them, but also to serve as an avenue of getting people
involved in the fight. Posting of ACTION ALERTS is encouraged. If you have any questions
about the list, please direct them to the list keeper, Michelle, at johnstom@cgs.edu

GAY-LIBN

To subscribe, send mail to:
LISTSERV@VM.USC EDU

Send a message with the text:
SUB GAY-LIBN

This is the list of the Gay/Lesbi

(mop 1o other text)

Librarians }

gaydads
To subscribe, send mail to:
majordomo @ vector.casti.com



wayves

ions, etc, E

This is a discussion list for gay/bi dads, co-dads, and daddy bes. 1t s i o
provide a supportive virtal space for the parenting concerns of gay men. This list is
unmoderated.

GayNet
To subscribe, send mail to:
majordomo@queemet.org

This is a list about gay, lesbian and bisexual concerns (with a focus on college campuses),
including (but not limited to) outreach programs, political action, AIDS education, dealing
with school i social prog and just finding out what other support groups
are doing. I(ems of gcncml gay/lcsblan interest are also welcome. The list is not moderated.

Other ve q and should be sent to the e-mail address “gaynet-
approval @queernet.org”.

gender
To subscribe, send mail to:
majordomo@indiana.edu
Gender is a list created for the purpose of discussing gender issues. The intent is to provide
an open-minded forum for discussion of gender stereotypes vs. individuality, gender roles and
particularly how people can get beyond these restrictions. Any related topic is fair game, and
anonymous “posting” is available.

gl-asb
To subscribe, send mail to:
MAJORDOMO@QUEERNET.ORG
with the following content in the message:
subscribe gl-asb
end
The “gl-asb” list is a discussion list for discussion of bondage and SM topics for gay men

p 3 hanges files with AIDNEWS@RUTVM1.BITNET. The list is open
to anyone with the time and inclination to participate. The mailing list will be confidential and
known only to the members. Anonymous postings will be accepted. (See also “aids” mailing
list)

khush
To subscribe, send mail to:
khush-request @husc3.harvard edu

Khush is a mailing list for gay, lesbian, bisexual South Asians and their friends. We define
South Asian as people from or descending from countries such as Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri-Lanka. The purpose of this list is to discuss South Asian gay
culture/experiences/issues, as well as form a social and support network. Currently the list is
unmoderated and anybody can join or leave the list at any time.

LA-motss

LA-motss-announce

To subscribe, send mail to:

la-motss-request @flash.usc.edu

This is an online social and political forum for gay, lesbian, and bisexual issues in the Los
Angeles and Southern California area. Anything posted to th listis
forwarded to the discussion list. You may choose to receive announcements only, or receive
both and general di i

Labrys
To subscribe, send mail to:
C._LOUISE_VIGIL.OSBU_NORTH@XEROX.COM
Include the word labrys in the subject line.
Labrys is a mailing list that provides a safe space for lesbians to discuss topics of interest.
The membership is restricted in order to provide a space for lesbians. The forum is free form

and lesbians. It is intended to provide a forum for discussion and stories with an P
of gay and lesbian culture perceived by some as being less prevalent in the alt.sex.bondage
news group than they wish.

GLB-NEWS
To subscribe, send a message to:
LISTSERV@BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU or
LISTSERV@BROWNVM BITNET
with the body of the the ¢ d:
SUB GLB-NEWS your name
Subscriptions will only be activated by the Editor-at-large. This is designed to shelter the
hnﬁ-om unwanted “bashers” who might be able to use the list contents to blackmail or coerce
fMembers, B, gefault, all subscriptions will have the CONCEAL=TRUE auribute sct.

with the ption of I mc ion should the charter be violated.

LesAc (Lesbian Academic list)
To subscribe, send mail to:
majordomo @vector.casti.com
The LesAc list is open to lesbian and bisexual women who are graduate students or faculty
members; MTF lesbian or bi identified ics are also wel to join. If you
donot fall into these categories but would still like to join, send anote explaining your situation
to:

lesac-approval @vector.casti.com

Igb-sports
To subscribe, send mail 102
i net

GLB‘NEWS axxsls as a d-only y of for gay, lesbian,
and persons. It is to present i ional

articles fmma vanety of source mailing lists in a single forum for quick and compact delivery.

As they arereceived by the Editor-at-large, articles which would classify as information will
be posted to this list. Headers will be stripped and (as much as is possible) articles will be edited
toremove personal references. This will be done in order to preserve the anonymity and safety
of the authors. Only at the explicit request of an original author will this guideline be relaxed.
An Author may request their name to remain on articles by sending mail to the Editor-at-large.
All articles posted to GBL-NEWS will have a Reply-To: header tag which will point to their
list of origin. If you are unable to post a reply to the origin list, you will have to contact that
list's moderator and request that special action be taken.

Direct all questions to one of the Editors-at-large:

David B. O’Donnell atropos @netlab.cis.brown.edu

Julie Waters JULIE @drycas.club.cc.cmu.edu

glbpoc
To subscribe, send mail to:
glbpoc-request@ferkel.ucsb.edu
glbpoc is a mailing list for lesbian, gay, and bisexual people of color. To be added to the list
you must provide your full name and a complete internet address.

GLQSOC-L (Gay/Lesbian/Queer Social Science List)
To subscribe, send mail to:
LISTSERV @BINGVMB .cc.binghamton.edu
Send, in the body of the message:
Subscribe GLQSOC-L Your Name
GLQSOC-L, the gay social list, is meant to facilitate coordination
and communication among soaologlsls anthropologlsts, historians, pohucal sc:enusts.
eeonomxsls, psychologl.sts and anyone d in these app hes to an
research by/! Is, gays, queers, trans*, trade, dykes, uranians, etc. etc.
It is a forum for debate about our various theories, methods, and insights, and for scholars to
discuss theu research. Please feel free to post announcements, calls for papers, job openings,

or anything that will hen the i of our field.
info-aids
To subscribe, send mail to:
info-aids @rainbow.UUCP (Ken Davis)
This list is i ded to act as a clearinghouse for i and di ion about AIDS,

with the following in the body of the message:

subscribe 1gb-sports

You will then receive a confirmation message.

This is a mailing list devoted to gay, lesbian, and bisexual sports topics. The Gay Sports list
(approx. 140 recipients currently) will accept all manner of di ions on virtually anything
that seems relevant. The list is unmoderated, so no one will censor or inhibit messages.

‘What makes a sport gay? Well, nothing, really — but gay, lesbian, and bisexual athletes
often have special concerns, experiences, and goals that they’d like to talk about.

If the automated system fails to work for some reason, send mail to Joe Clark, the owner of
the Igb-sports list, at

owner-1gb-sports @hookup.net
joeclark@hookup.net
joeclark @scilink.org

Mail your contributions to the Gay Sports list to
Igb-sports@hookup.net

or
or

LIS (Lesbians in Science)
To subscribe, send mail to:
ZITA@AC.GRIN.EDU
The list serves as a forum for d asa
information-sharing, and as a social network and support group. Womyn only.

MEDGAY-L
To subscribe, send mail to:
LISTSERV @ksuvm ksu.edu
Send a one-line message:
SUB MEDGAY-L Your Name
This is the official list of the Soclely for the Study of Homoscxuahty in u\e Middle Ages,
an affiliated society of the Medi of Weslern Michi Uni y.

moms
To subscribe, send mail to:
majordomo @qiclab.scn.rain.com
Send a one-line message:
subscribe moms Name <optional email-address>
The “moms” mailing list is for lesbian mothers, lesbian co-moms, and lesbian mom-
wannabes. This listis women only. All subscription will be app: d lly by the
list owner. Women only.




ne-soclal-motss
To subscribe, send mail to:
majordomo@plts.org
Announcements of social and other events and other happenings in the North East (of the
continental United States) of interest to lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered people.

noglstp
To subscribe, send mail to:
noglstp-request @elroy jpl.nasa.gov
This list is sp d by the National Or of Gay and Lesbian Scientists and
Technical P Is, Inc (a 501¢3 org: ). Their national office is in Pasadena, CA

and can be reached at (818) 791-7689 or PO BOX 91803 Pasadena CA 90019. They also have
a which s avai o bership. The list traffic s light and is varied, but slanted
towards scientific and technical issues and concerns of our glb subscribers.

pflagnet
To subscribe, send mail to:
pflagnt@aol.com
This is a list for the group Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG).

pulse-list (Pulse Magazine Electronic Edition)
To subscribe, send mail to:
listserver @drink.demon.co.uk
The first two Tines of the message (not subject) should be:
subscribe pulse-list
get pulsecurrent
This will both subscribe you for future issues, and retrieve the current issue as well. There
is no charge for this service.
The magazine has an e-mail address as well:
pulse @drink.demon.co.uk

queernet
To subscribe, send mail to:
‘majordomo @queemnet.org
Send the message:
subscribe queernet [your name, email]
This is a discussion group for Queer Nation.

q 3

To subscribe, send mail to:
majordomo @ vector casti

“This last is for general dxsmsuon of queer issues.

Queer-Debate/Debate-Digest (forum for gay and anti-gay activists)
To subsu’ihe. send mail to:
msus.edu
lnc\udemlhcbody of the message the line:
subscribe queer-debate

or subscribe debate-digest

These lists have two purposes: 1) They are designed to provide a forum to end some of the
factional flaming that is taking place on other mailing lists. This has led to lists that are no
longer able to serve their assigned purpose; 2) Perhaps, just maybe, it will bridge a few gaps
and change some opinions and lead to some understanding.

Essentially, you are free to talk about whatever you want and you are, in many ways,
encouraged to argue. But, there are a couple of rules that need to be adhered to. This is in order
to present accurate mformauon and ausefu.l forum: 1) No personal attacks or insults. That’s
just childish; 2) Any p d as factual must have a citation. Making blind and
ignorant claims is again pointless; 3) Anonymous posting though single-blind ilers is not

wayves

REGAYN
To subscribe, send mail to:
regayn-request @csd4.csd.uwm.edu
This is amail gmuplosavcnsaconmpomtfor
experience sharing of d veryi for gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and mssexuzl
people. Any comments, suggestions are greatly appreciated. This is not a moderated mail
group.

rightwatch
To subscribe, send mail to:
rightwatch@aol.com
In the subject line, write:
Subscribe
RightWatchisanew, electronic newsletter which has been created to serve as aclearinghouse
for news on the Reactionary Right (RR). Editorials are also welcomed.
Articles and opinion papers will be included as space permits. A hardcopy version of
nghtWatch is coming in the near future.
Please forward all news items - national and local - as well as articles about the Reactionary
Right to:
rightwatch@aol.com.
In the subject line, write:
Submission.

sappho
To subscribe to the regular version, send mail to:
sappho—m]ucsl@apocalypse org
To get on the digest version, send email to:
iclab.scn.rain.com
with only the l‘ollowmg text in the body:
subscribe sappho-digest Your Full Name <email-address>
Subscriptions to the digest are now handled automatically; there may be some overlap
between when you get ON the digest and OFF the regular list so please be patient or wait until
you're off the list before sending your digest subscription request. .
The mail sent to sappho-request does not go list-handling this
time. It goes to a human being. While h are not required, they are
preferred. Also, if you have to be removed from the list ‘q\mx!y‘ it helps to put something
in the subject header to indicate this (like “TAKE ME OFF NOW!!'). When sending request
stuff, it helps if you mclude your address in the message (sometimes headers get messed up
and e di ). 1t also helps to say whether you’ re on the regular

becom yp!
list or the digest version (see below).
: Sappho bership is limited to women. Sharing postings with mer (without
the permission of the author) is considered inappropriate and rude and not very nice.
is open to all women, but only women may join.

scotsgay-list

To subscribe, send mail to:

listserver @drink.demon.co.uk

with the following in the body of the message:

subscribe scotsgay-list

ScotsGay is a new monthly i blished in Edi
free subscriptions over the Internet.

‘Writing in the first issue, editors said: “Gay publishing in Scotland has suffered far too long
from outdated approaches which ignore the reality of contemporary life for lesbians, gays and
bisexuals. ... ScotsGay will be arty but not farty. ScotsGay will be light but not lightweight.
ScotsGay wul cover the scene, the off- soene and the obscene. ScotsGay will keep you in touch
with the politics which affect all of us.”

which is also available via

Tr

permitted.

queer-e
To subscribe, send mail to:
majordomo @ vector.casti.com
Send the message:
subscribe queer-e-text
This is the distribution list for an interdisciplinary queer studies electronic journal.

queer-parents
To subscribe, send mail to:
majordomo @ vector.casti.com
A discussion list for lcsblan, gay. or bl moms, dads co-moms and co-dads, and mommy and
daddy bes. Itisi asupportive virtual space for the parenting concems
of lesbians and gay men and queer identified bis. Networking is encouraged! The list is
unmoderated.

QSTUDY-L
To subscribe, send mail to:
LISTSERV@UBVM.CC.BUFFALO.EDU
Send the message:
Subscribe QSTUDY-L your name (do not include any other text)
This is a list for discussion of queer studies.

To subscribe, send mail to:
LISTSERV @BROWNVM.BROWN.EDU
Transgen is a list specifically for and about people who are transsexual, transgendered and/
or transvestites. The list is open to the public. TRANSGEN may be received in two formats.
To set TRANSGEN to post-by-post format, the proper command is SET TRANSGEN MAIL.
To set it to digest format the command is SET TRANSGEN DIGEST.

uk-motss
To subscribe, send mail to:
uk-motss-request @pyra.co.uk
The uk-motss mailing list is for gay people in the UK, or those who are interested in the UK
gay scene / politics. It is a supportive environment for those unwilling or unable to read the
SOC.motss group, and confidentiality is assured. Anony posting is

This supplement is sponsored in part by

INCORPORATED
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Boys

on the Side

By Pamela Brennan

Boys on the Side, written by
Don Roos and produced by Her-
bert Ross, is a light hearted new
movie  with

some intense
scenes; . about. - three - very
i _ who

Holly, (Drew Barrymore) as
they embark on a cross country
adventure. Because the lesbian
presence is never waning and
the straight content isn’t over-
powering, the viewer is met with
a good balance of the  two.
Thus, the viewer can draw
his/her own conclusions as to
the love that is experienced by
these wommin. Either way, the
love is satisfying for the viewer

experience love.
focus of this comedy
(slash heart wrenching) film, is
on the bond that forms between
Robin, (Mary-Louise Parker)
Jane, (Whoopi Goldberg) and

Funny Boy
by Shyam Selvadurai
reviewed by Ross Boutilier

If you read the anthology
“Meanwhile, In Another Part of
the Forest”, edited by Alberto
Manguel and Craig Stephenson,
you will undoubted remember
fondly the story “Pigs Can’t
Fly”, about a young boy’s
“spend-the-days” at grandparents

she/be  is  touched,
‘which appears to be the writers
ultimate goal.

The characters are somewhat
stereotypical, with the lesbian in
butch, complete with = boots,
leather, and a thumb ring, the

young boy preferred to play with
his young girl cousins in the con-
stantly repeated, carefully or
chestrated game called bride-
bride, the re-enactment of a
wedding ceremony, where the
boy, Arjie, always played the
bride, fully attired in a resplen-
dent old sari,

This short story forms the first
chapter of this moving and beau-

wayves

het in mainstream businessper-
son attire, and the bisexual
(draw your own conclusion be-
cause it’s rather ambiguous) is
into the hip, look cute, yet hard
scene. Don’t despair though, the
passion, the insights, some
bizarre attractions and relations
, and the acting are nothing
short of superb. Oh, and lest we
forget the soundtrack, which
features such artists as Melissa
Etheridge, Sarah McLachlan,
The Cranberries, Annie Lennox,
and Roy Orbison. Also the film,
as well as the disk, hosts the In-
digo Girls. I haven’t heard the
disk so we can only hope it in-
cludes Whoopie Goldberg’s ver-

the growing up of a “funny boy”
in a culture where everyone is
expected to adhere to rigid,
traditional forms. This culture,
where this powerless, yet willful
and elegant child grows into
increasingly troubled and
dangerous  self-awareness, is
itself heading toward a terrible,
bloody explosion of violence and
bigotry as the Sinhalese majority
turn in fear and rage against the

sion of Janis Joplin’s Piece of
My Heart and Orbison’s Any-
thing You Want.

Jane's sense, Robin’s sensibil-
ity, and Holly’s

ry

Lincoln. It's easy for the viewer
to be attracted by how each
character deals with the prob-
lems they face. Their predomi
nant ch istics mesh to-

become evident as they progress
from running, to running from
the law, to running from one an-
other, to realizing the strength of
their haphazard friendship. This
classic Hollywood combination
with a queer twist, (pardon the
pun) is both humorous and
thought provoking, since
wommin deal with a wide vari-
ety of issues. They range from
the very serious AIDS dilemma,
to interaction with the idealistic
patriotic boyfriend, named Abe

Funny Bo

apart, the family clings to its
traditions with an ear

the *

gether so that by movie’s end,
each has brought out that quality
in the other.

So here’s the deal, this main-
stream movie features a visible
dyke in it but I wouldn’t say: it's
a queer movie. I also wouldn’t
say that it’s a straight movie.
What I am saying is that it re-
ally doesn’t matter. Both sexu-
alities are presented as normal.
In this flick love on all levels is
taken at face value and it tran-
scends sexuality.

school we might have known

and fear born of hatred and pain
from similar violence in an
earlier generation.

This book, though, is not black
and sorrowful, even as it chroni-
cles the approaching abyss and
the awful climax. Instead, with
an eloquent whit and patient un-
derstanding, it tells us what it
was like, growing up different in

seem like p finding that
first love in spite of everything,
and finding out what being dif-
ferent really means - finding out
and surviving.

This is Selvadurai’s first book,
something [ have mixed feelings
about. On one hand, it is so good
book it's hard to hope what fol-
lows will keep up. On the other
hand, there is much really good

i

|
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The Search for

Signs of

Intelligent Life in
the Universe

By Kim Vance
The Search
Intelligent Life in the Universe

for Signs of

has ' just finished its ' run  at
Neptune theatre in Halifax. The
play, written by Jane Wagner,
gained international acclaim in
1991 when it was transformed
into a two-hour, Tony Award
winning movie starring  Lily
Tomlin

The play centres around
Trudy, a bag lady from New
York City, as she escorts a

performer is challenging enough,
let alone a 3-hour comedy where
the actor is a woman, the play is
qQuite women-centred, and the 14
characters cross gender, race,
class, sexual orientations, and
age. Not an easy job, especially
in front of the some of the typi-
cal season-ticket-holding folks
at Neptune. However, Seana
McKenna pulled it off with ease.
T had seen the movie in 1991,
and somewhat idolize Lily
Tomlin’s skill and wit, so I did

| really had a sense
that | was listening in on

a conversat

ion between

five people

group of visiting space aliens
and attempts to enlighten them
on  human idiosyncracies.
Trudy, and all of the other 13
characters, were played by
Seanna McKenna, a popular
Canadian actress, and well-
known in the Maritimes after her
recent appearance as Blanche
Dubois in  Theatre =~ New
Brunswick’s  version A
Streetcar Named Desire.

The play, often considered
Lily Tomlin’s magnum opus per-
formance, presents its starring
actor with one of the most diffi-
cult tests of skill in the profes-
'sion. A play featuring only one

of

not attend the Neptune version

wayves

A Theatre Review

by Chris Aucoin

The kiss referred to in the title is
the metaphoric “kiss” of pride
the author/character received in
viewing The Normal Heart -

Larry Kramer’s famous play
about the carly days of the AIDS
crisis. Having once been under-
whelmed beyond belief by a
production of The Normal Heart
I'had reservations about what to
expect from this play. However,
any reservations I did have were

The Night
Larry Kramer

dimensional character is even
more a testament to the quality
of his performance and this en-
tire production.

At his best Thom Fitzgerald is
brilliant in his portrayal and at
his worst he is adequate - no
small feet in any role. And this
role covers a wide range of emo-
tional content, texture, and even
stages of ‘coming out’ and he
communicated that content with

easily put to rest a mere 15 min- (clarity throughout the perfor-

utes into the performance.

The play is - David. Drake’s
fairly,  .well-written . and . often
wilty on¢ man show. The plays
only character presents episodes
from his life (not necessarily in
chronological order) that all re-
late to his sense of self as a gay
boy/man and to his relation to
the homophobic world he finds
himself in before, during (and
after?) the AIDS crisis and
related struggles for human
rights.

Thom Fitzgerald deserves
credit for even attempting what
is necessarily a physically (on
stage for over an hour and one
half with no intermission) and
artistically demanding role. The
fact that he did credit to this 3-

mance. The weaker aspects of
the performance (and again they

were weak only in _comparison
w e suéngs of  Ahe

 Kissed Me

mance this production at Dak
housie’s Sir James Dunn Theatre
was backed up with simple and
at times stark lighting and set
pieces that perfectly suited the
play. The music used to segue
between the scenes was well
chosen and (mostly) well uti-
lized -especially in the plays
only musical number (again job
well done by Mr Fitzgerald).

As an old acting instructor
friend would say, putting on a
play is about making choices -
what to wear, how to say a line,

where to stand, ctc. There was
rcally only onc’ cnoice in' tnis

performance overall) d to
be about his being perhaps a bit
insecure with the scene or
moment - something that
hopefully was no longer the case
after opening night jitters go
away. Or perhaps this slight
uncvenness  was  more  a
reflection of the collective
process with which this produc-
tion was directed - mind you
I've seen productions with a
single  director have no
continuity or clarity of vision at
all! All in all still only a minor
complaint anyway.

In addition to a strong perfor-

P t1aq
cause it detracted from the play
by distracting me (and others I
would later learn) from the per-
formance itself - and it wasn’t a
minor distraction. It was in the
use of images of men who have
died from AIDS and more
specifically in how and where
those images were presented.
Perhaps the execution of that
idea deserves a reconsideration.
Out of a possible five
triangles I give this .Charlatan
Theatre - Collective -~ production
AAAA .

McKenna portray two lesbians
raising a gifted child, on the
stage of Neptune, was probably
one of the most affirming expe-
riences I've had in a while. Her

performance was so-convincing -

that I really had a sense that I
was listening in on a conversa
tion between five people at one

with any high expectations. point.

Especially when I realized that, For those who missed the
unlike in the movie, there would Neptune  performance,  this
be no set or costume changes would be a great opportunity to
during  the ~ play. Seanna Jobby your local theatre
McKenna was going to have t0 community to stage this
portray 14 di ¢ by ducti Seana McKenna

voice, posture, and geture alone.
I maintained low expectations.
Needless to say, I was pleas-
antly surprised! After a long ex-
hausting week, this  woman
peaked my interest for three
straight hours, late into a Friday
night (a very difficult task for
even the most beloved ones in
my life), And  watching

has performed The Search for
Signs... in Winnipeg, London,
and Ottawa, and brings with her
a wealth of talent and visibility
as one of Canada’s leading
Jactors.

In Halifax, the Neptune pro-
duction of The Search for Signs
of Intelligent Life in the
Unvierse has also sparked a re-

newed interest in the film ver-
sion. Several video stores have
commented that they have had
numerous -inquiries about the
film; Unfortunately; it has not

“been released on video in

Canada....yet. Some stores sug-
gested that I try major American
video chains, because they may

have the American-released ver
sion, but no such luck. I think
Atlantic Canadians will have to
wait for its Canadian release.
Rumours have it that Lily
Tomlin never wanted the video
released at all, but-if will make
its way- here, ‘and it will be
worth the wait!

PROFESSIONAL REALTY

Consistent
MLS award
winner with
11 years of
experience.
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MEN'SEX '95

By James Shedden

* The number of Gay and Bi- gion (46% in Atlantic national average (29% in If the results seem startling to The group is headed by Ned
sexual men who never usc Canada and 35% across Atlantic Canada, 10% na you that is their purpose. How MacInms and a core of about 10
condoms when fucking (anal Canada). tionally) much do you think those statis- diverse volunteers from the
sex), either getting fucked Men in Atlantic Canada * The reported health service tics have changed in the past men’s community.

or fucking someone else
(25/20%) is twice as high in
Atlantic Canada than the
national average (12/11%).

The highest proportion of
men who have not been
tested for HIV antibody was
observed in the Atlantic ro-

»

(22%) have the highest rate
of worrying about finding
sex partners (18% across
Canada)

The incidence of gay men
who test positive being re-
jected by other gay men is
three times as high as the

problems of people living
with HIV in Atlantic Canada
are well above the national
average.
All of these figures come from
the Men’s Survey ‘91, the first
Canadian survey of Gay and Bi-
sexual men and HIV infection.

2HOMOS w2 MUCH TIME & Men'Sex '95

present

The MEN'S Valentine's PARTY

three years? Even if you don’t
give a lot of credit to statistics
think about your life as a Gay
man in Atantic Canada. How
easy is it for you to have sex?
How much do you enjoy sex?
How confident are you to live as
a Gay man or identify yourself
as a man who has sex with men
to others you care about? How
casy was it for you to pick up
this newspaper?

AIDS Nova Scotia has begun
the third phase of the MEN
‘WHO HAVE SEX WITH MEN
PROJECT (or MEN'S SEX
PROJECT for short). Funded en-
tircly by the Provincial Depart-
ment of Health (and onc of the
very few initiatives the provin-

cial government has developed

for Gay men). the MEN'SEX

The Rural Outreach Project is
making contact with men in
other parts of Nova Scotia. There
have been contacts made in 6
rural communities and we are
hoping to make more contacts
throughout Nova Scotia.
Through workshops, social con
tacts, and organizational sup-
port, this is a real chance for
Gay men and men who have sex
with men to form networks
across the province. The rural
project is being taken on by
James Shedden with the assis-
tance of men from across the
province.

‘We are hoping to do a lot with
this project, but we can’t do it
alone. This is a real chance for
Gay men and men who have sex
with men to take charge of their

sexuality, form bonds, and think
about what it means to have sex
with other men, no matter what
your orientation. We are always
looking for help, in the metro

project hopes to educate men
about their sexuality with other
men, outreach to men having
sex with men and organize men
to take control of their sexuality,

Sat., Feb 11(‘]1, 9_2an1

and their lives.

There are two distinct parts to

this project:

The Men’s Outreach Group is
dedicated to assisting men in the
metro Halifax area in learning
more about safer sex, creating
workshops for the men’s com-
munity, condom distribution,
possible dances or social events,
having displays at the various
bars, and during the summer
months distributing safer sex in-
formation, condoms and lube in
areas where men cruise for sex.

area for assistance with the out-
reach group, and especially in
the rural areas. We would like
to develop ongoing and ex-
panded contact with men from

across this province. Ned and
James can be reached at the of-
fices of AIDS Nova Scotia (5675
Spring Garden Road - Suite

300), The office phone number
is (902) 425-4882. If you are in-
terested in finding out more
about the project, or want to get
involved give us a call, we'd
love to hear from you.

at
"The Church (5657 North St.)

Featured
Entertainment:

Lulu
LaRude
&

DOC & RAIDER

by Sean Martin

Brandy
Michaels*

*Formerly of The Great
Imposters Touring Co.,
Toronto's Fantasies/
Heaven and Colby's.

Ad tickets include one id drink.
Tickets available from the Entitlement Bookstore (5675 Spring Garden Rd.), Red Herring
Co-op Bookstore (1555 Granville St.), AIDS Nova Scotia (Suite 300, 5675 Spring Garden
Rd.) and, if available, at the door.

WAyYVES V-
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1 believe the phrase gov're groping for is
" Thank You''.

sponsored by
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Queer Spirits in Jest

by J. Randy Bowers

This, the second in a series
of musing on spirituality, fo-
cuses on Gay Spirituality
through excerpts from re-
cent letters. Currently, from
a friend named Joey in
Toronto. Other than the
writer's names, other names
and situations have been
changed, if they might iden-
tify certain people.

Dear Randy:

Dughan salamat for your
Jetter and post card. I so en-
joy hearing from you. Also,
thanks for the ad with you
picture on it.

Sorry to hear about the
situation with Adam.
Homophobia is alive and
well. How fortunate that
friends came to your sup-
port.

1 gather from your letter
that you've resolved the
question of your sexual ori-
entation? Is that a correct
assumption? How you've suf-
fered in that painful strug-
gle! If you've discovered and
begun to accept your sexual
self, how happy 1 am for and
thh you. Some people never
resolve the question in ;heu—
minds. Outside the mind,
never is a tuSﬂOn and cer»

tainly not a problem. Gay or
straight is not a choice; it's a
state one simply is.

Society, upbringing, etc.
coerces one from the truth.
Again, on the realm of Being
and Reality, society is
wrong, as it is in so many
other areas. Will that
Change? Some individuals
do, but most people are too
terrified to explore the
depths. “Mankind cannot
bear too much reality,” as T.
S. Eliot put it.

spective? The multitude of
shit so far done is so stuck,
reactionary and utterly bor-
iny

g.

In a book I've just read, I
found some enlightening cri-
tique, but even more impor-
tant, a couple dynamic new
things. Dynamite, even if I
don’t agree with some of the
steps taken by the writers.

(Gay  Spirit: Myth &
Meaning by Mark
Thompson, ed.)

If you do anything on said

ence is an absolute necessity
in the evolutionary press,
both physically, culturally
and, more profoundly, spiri-
tually.

The divinely-given voca-
tion of gays, lesbians and bi-
sexuals is a precious imper-
ative and completely unique.
As long as we limit our vi-
sion with societal and/or
“religious” established lash-
ing, blind fear will keep us
from discovering our pre-
cious identity and our voca-

Don't get snarled in the present day ridiculous, absurd myth
that gays, lesbians and bisexuals are only different from
others in their sexual orientation.

Your insights on sexuality-
spirituality hit the truth.
However, so very few would
ever allow themselves to
perceive the intimate con-
nection between the two.
Most people don’t under-
su'md either reality. Push
on!

As you approach having to
decide a research theme,
your mind will inevitably
teem and frolic, flip, and be-
come fragmented splinters.
A gay, lesbian and bisexual
dimension would be very
helpful. If you do pursue this,
Randy, may I suggest you
do so from a new, fresh per-

please, don’t get "snarled in
the present-day ridiculous,
absurd myth that gays, les-
bians and bisexuals are only
different from others in their
sexual orientation. This is
just another horrendously
oppressive tactic that origi-
nated with some “straight
psychiatric” brain washing.
Because of culturally-in-
duced trauma, most gays
have swallowed the myth.
The reality of our being
and calling is quite radically
contrary to such narrow def-
initions, and is extremel;
positive. Actually, our differ-

tion.

Enough, I'm getting car-
ried away! Sorry!

I remember marching in
the second Gay & Lesbian
March in August 1979. It
was astounding that we had
250 people. In Toronto, it
began with a few gay groups
— Dignity being one — and we
marched in August on the
Sunday closest to when
Pierre Trudeau’s bill allow-
ing or legalizing homosexual
behaviour in private (1969)
was brought in. So we’d be-

our Canadian march o
1977 or 78.
In 1981, the vicious bath

The NeoFight Activist

By Brian Mombourquette

As the months turn into years, I
am learning that the relationship
that Ross and I share is primal to
my life. It has taken on the solid-
ity of reality - not just a vision,
but a mneed. T know that
protecting this relationship has
become akim to self- defense.
Both Ross and 1 seek to
strengthen  our  partnership
continyally, and we seek the
support of those we love in this
quest. The one thing missing
from the equation remains the
lack of support from our laws and
systems.

I will be one of the first to ad-
mit that things have changed a
great deal over the last thirty
years. When I was a litle boy,
the only things I heard about
qucers were that they were sick,
or evil, or worse. Today, while
there remains a portion of the
world which holds these notions,
there is an ever-increasing num-
ber which stands up and defends
£ay men and lesbians as being
worthy of protection from dis-
criminati or i
Many bave gone on to change

the laws of the land to give us a
better chance at happiness and
equality. But this does not mean
that these same people under-
stand how to defend "the rela
tionship”.

For years, I resisted entering
into a relationship because of the
difficulty I foresaw in getting my

family to "come around". Now,

when medical problems arise. As
a gay couple, we have no intrin-
sic visiting rights in the hospital
room. We are not necessarily no-
tified or consulted as the next of
kin. Queer couples are invisible
in the eyes of the law, and there
are few places where it makes as
much difference as inside a hos-
pital,
In trying to prepare for our

with the reality that death can
one day separate us. Taken
abruptly, or over a period of
time, it would make little differ-
ence, for the one thing that we
cannot prepare for, or make
plans for, in the way that any
other couple can, is the death of
a same-sex spouse.

There is little room as of yet
in our society for this si

raids in February here in
Toronto sparked such strong
active response that the de-
cision was made to march on
the last Sunday of June
(Stonewall, USA), since it
came first 1 in time. There isa
con cti

and spirituality, Just as
there is a connection be-
tween spirituality and sexu-
ahty Makmg those mh.maee

can be fri -
mglyreveahng.

It's late. I still have
thoughts to write from your
letters. Shall write very
soon. My thoughts keep
growing, challenging, on

ideas we've been discussing
via these “paper flowers.”

Do write soonish. Keep
Trekking. It's worth every
drop of blood and soul.

Love,

Joey

Note: if you would like to
contribute to this dialogue on
spirituality and related top-
ics, please forward your let-
ters or notes to Queer
Spirits in Jest, c/o Wayves.

J. Randy Bowers is an MA
student in Human Ecology at
Mount S'{d Vincent
in trammg as a Counselor
and Mediator.

months. I would potentially have
to take vacation time in order to
grieve properly. I could even lose
many of the possessions which
we share on a daily basis. The
list goes on.

For me, this serves as just one
more reason why I do my best to
be "out" in this world. I know
um it is ultimately up to me to

d a better No

If Ross were to die on the way home from work today, God
forbid, | would be left unable to maintain our home.

with the majority of both clans
having accepted us as a couple,
1 am beginning to realize just
how much work remains. When
there is a dance, for instance, it
is difficult for me to consider
how we would tag along. When
the topic of RRSPs, or tax
benefits comes up, all I can do is
rage against a government that
refuses to see us. There is always
the risk of being perceived as
two men, rather than as a couple.
This can be frustrating at best,
dangerous at worst,

One of the most frightening
things about this scenario is

lives together, Ross and I had
living wills drawn up, and gave
each -other limited medical
power of attorney, as well as le-
gal, and named each other as
domestic partners in our wills. It
is the best we can do. The
lawyer was very sensitive to our
needs, and struggled to suggest
all the possibilities. We hope
that we will not need any of
these documents for many, many
years to come. I know that we
are both comforted by their
existence, however imperfectly
they protect us.

All this pales in comparison

Our world typically still doesn't
understand the tremendous strain
it places on us in situations like
this. In addition to the emotional
shock, there is the tremendous
legal battle which can sweep all
away in its path. There is no way
to get bercavement leave at
many workplaces. There is no
way to pass on a pension, of an
RRSP. There are so many stum-
bling blocks it isn't even funny.
If Ross were to die on the way
home from work today, God for-
bid, T would be left unable to
maintain our home. I would lose
the apartment in a matter of

one is going to rush up and say,
"look, we made the world a bet-
ter place for you", because im-
proving the world takes a lot of
sacrifice. Not too many of us
were born saints, I'll wager, and
so I am learning to rely on my
own abilities, and to work to-
wards the future one day after
another. For me, there is no other
way. [ must remain true to
myself and the relationship, and
in doing so, I am committed to
the fight. The neo-fight. Brian
Mombourquette is working hard
to defend a way of life that few
can truly understand, but all can
know in time. Pull Quote - The
one thing missing from the
equation remains the lack
support from our laws%
systems.
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Homophobia

group forms
WOLFVILLE — A “bunch of
gays, lesbians, and bisexu-

als” calling themselves
OUTLET has come up
against the very

homophobia that they were
trying to pro-act against.

After initiating a poster

campaign coinciding with
Pink Triangle Day to con-
front homophobia, |
were defaced with slogans
such as “Go home fags!” and
“Thanks for giving us
.” A spokesperson for
the Woliville, NS, group said
that the reactions, while
troublesome, were not sur-
prising. The campus of
Acadia University has had
to deal with numerous ho-
mophobic incidents.

OUTLET has also been at-
tentive to federal concerns.
In late 1994, they met with
Annapolis Valley-Hants MP
John Murphy to discuss Bill
C-41, the hate crimes
amendment, and the pro-
posed new Human Rights
legislation. Murphy said he
intended to support C-41,
and that gays and lesbians

bring his positions up with
colleaugues in causus.

Since that meeting, Mur-
phy and Alan Rock have
communicated to OUTLET
their intent to see through
the Human Rights amend-
ments.

Rumours
Abound

HALIFAX — Now that Ru-
mours (Halifax’s largest gay
and lesbian bar) is closed,
rumours are spreading
about possible new facilities
opening. The only story that
seems at all consistent, is
that any new facilities

emerging will likely mean
the creation of separate so-
cial spaces for men and
women. There has been talk
of an exclusively male bar in
the works, and given the
popular recent appeal of
women-only events at Ru-
mours and the Halifax Curl-
ing Club, it is more than
likely that a new space for
women will also emerge. In
late January, about a dozen
local lesbians got together at
a public meeting to discuss
the needs of the lesbhian

wayves

est expressed at the meet-
ing, and the wave of support
shown for women’s dances
lately (you can’t get tickets
unless you know the right
people), it is only a matter of
time before a new social
space for women in Halifax
will emerge.

Pink Triangle
Day.

HALIFAX — The day is set
aside to celebrate the recla-
mation of the pink triangel,
a symbol used to mark
homosexuals during the
Holocaust. In commemora-
tion of the victims of Nazi
persecution, gays and les-
bians defiantly wear the
pink triangle, which also
comes in black or lavender
versions.

Tens of thousands of gay
men and many lesbians
were persecuted and
arrested during the Nazi
regime, and thousands were
killed.

The idea of reclaiming the
symbol was introduced in
July, 1974 at the Seventh
Annual Conference for Les-
bians and Gay Men in Ot-
tawa by a Nova Scotian,
Robin Metcalfe, on G.A.E.’s
behalf.

Gay & Lesbian

long distance

HALIFAX — Canada’s first queer
Long Distance Savings Plan is
coming soon to Atlantic Canada.
FREEDOM RINGS is a coopera-
tive venture between Bluesky
Communications and ACC Long
Distance Inc. ACC has been in the
long distance business since 1984
specializing in corporate clients
and university campuses Bluesky
Communications is a gay-owned
information service that is setting
up the community contacts to the

ity around a

deserve H Rights
legislation. He agreed to

Dykes To Watch Out For

only space. Given the inter-

t-for-profits which will recieve
a percentage of the long distance

revenues brought in through the
FREEDOM RINGS program.
Since Dec. ‘94 FREEDOM
RINGS has been set up in Ontario,
Quebec, Manitoba, British
Columbia amd Alberta. In Ontario
you can earmark which

Féttome-

Long Distance Savings Program ¢

gay/lesbian or AIDS charities you
would like a percentage of your
long distance bill to go towards.
Similar arrangements are being set
up across the country. The At-
lantic provinces are still in the
planning stages, but a company
spokeswoman said it would only
be a matter of time.

P.E.l. Pride

CHARLOTTETOWN —
Canada’s smallest province has a
new gay and lesbian organiza-
tion.Island Rainbow has formed
largely as a result of last year’s
first ever Pride Parade in Charlot-
tetown. They are already planning
this year's for July 15th. The 8
member committe is currently
hosting a series of fundraising
dances (see Arlantic Calendar) to
help support this years events and
other community-related projects.
Anyone interested in finding out
more should contact the PEI
phonelinc at (902) 566-9733.

Workplace
Support

By Rex Wockner

OTTAWA — Half of
Canadians told pollsters

they would speak out in sup-
port of a coworker if the em-
ployee faced discrimination
based on sexual orientation,
reported National Capital
Xtra!. And 81 percent said
an out gay or lesbian would
face discrimination at work,
according to the poll con-
ducted by the Angus Reid

company.
The survey also found that
three in four Canadians

would feel somewhat com-

fortable having a gay friend
and one in three have one.

. . 3
Little Sister’'s
VANCOUVER — December
20, Joe Arvay wrapped up
arguments in a BC Supreme
Court. Representing Little
Sister’'s Book Emporium in
their 40-day battle against
Canada Customs, Arvay has
argued that detention of ma-
terial at the border is ap-
plied in a descriminatory
way to gay and lesbian
works.

According to an Angles
report, Arvay ended argu-
ments by saying that the
fundamental problem is not
merely in the administration
of the law, but with the ac-
tual legislation in the
Criminal Code, a matter
that legislators will have to
deal with.

Little Sister’s pointed out
both inconsistencies and pat-
terns in the Canada
Customs’ application of pro-
visions in the Customs Act
pertaining to  obscenity.
Books headed for Little
Sister’s were detained often
when the bool were
already available at other
Vancouver-area booksellers.
Hustler, Madonna’s Sex,
and others passed though
the border, while Pat

Califia's Macho Sluts was

seized. The Joy of Gay Sex

was detained, while The Joy
of Lesbian Sex came
through.

Justice Ken Smith has re-
served decision in the case,
with 270 exhibits to go
thrgqg}) before rendering his
lecision.

Janine Fuller, manager,
and Jim Deva, co-owner of
Little Sister’s were confident
that the store presented a
sound case, Xtra West
(December 29) reported.

Cammermeyer

OTTAWA — The story of
the highest ranking female
officer ever to be kicked out
of the military airs on NBC
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Feb. 6.
Col Margarethe (Grethe)

year veteran of the US army
when she was dismissed be-
' cause she was a lesbian. In
the made for tv movie,
Serving In  Silence:
Grethe Cammermeyer
| Story, Glenn Close will play
. Cammermeyer, next to Judy
' Davis as Cammermeyer’s
lover. |

A kiss between the two,
Jovers has become an issue,
with the Family Defence
Council pressuring NBC to
remove the scene. Close re-
sponded to concerns about
the kiss by saying that “the
movie would be dishonest
. without it,” but that it was
certainly not the central is-
sue in the movie.

Barbra Streisand, who

eralism and cornyness make
it difficult to take too seri-
ously.

Liberty Street airs at

g:élco‘pm, Wednesdays, on

Bell must offer

benefits

By Rex Wockner

TORONTO — An arbitrator
ordered Bell Canada to offer
spouse benefits to gay em-

produced Serving In Sil %
L had to convince
(Cammermeyer that her
story should be told in a
movie. “[Streisand] told me
that she felt this issue was
the most important of our
decade,”Cammermeyer told
interviewers, “At that point,
[ felt that if she feels it’s that
. important, then it’s not for
. me to stand in the way of
this happening.”
Cammermeyer returned to
military duty after a court
ruled that the discharge was
“unconstitutional.

G.I. Jane
TORONTO — A recent
study by the Clarke
Institute  of  Psychiatry
suggests that boys who
engage in  “cross-gender”
behaviour, which mcludes
playing with dolls, are more
likely to be gay.

Girls who “engage in tra-
ditionally masculine activi-
ties” also showed a propen-
sity toward lesbianism.

Sunera Thobani,
President of the national
Action Committee on the
Status of Women told the
Canadian Press that it
would have made much
more sense to spend money
on a study of homophobia or
how to end descrimination
than this research which
“takes us back to pre-
historic times.”

Liberty Street

CBC TV — Billy Merasty
says he is demonstrating his
“oral culture.” Merasty, fea-
tured on the cover of Jan.20,
Xtra!, is a gay native play-
ing one on national televi-
silon.

In CBC’s new twentysome-
thing show Liberty Street,
Merasty’s character Nathan
is a key figure, at least in
the first few episodes.
Already this season Nathan
has dealt with poverty, ho-
mophobia, and gay bashing.

Critics say that, while the
show is worth seeing, its lib-

ployees Nov. 29.
In a binding d

ion, Rick
MacDowell said Bell had
breached its contract with
the Canadian Telephone
Employee’s Acsociats

R4 £
which bans discrimination
based on sexual orientation.

Most Canadian govern-
ment employers and gov-
ernment-affiliated corpora-
tions have extended benefits
to same-sex spouses but the
private sector has moved
slower.

) :
Don’t cry, kid
TORONTO Scott
Thompson, star of the hit TV
show Kids in the Hall, was a
bit miffed when he spoke
with The Washington Blade
in January. Thompson said
that “the whole gay thing”
has only gotten him work at
AIDS benefits, and his ca-
reer is suffering as a result.

Apparently  feeling let
down by Canadian queers,
Thompson said, “I've been
an open gay comedian for 10
years in Toronto. I'm proba-
bly the most famous fag in
this country, and I've never
been on the cover of my own
gay paper (Xtra!).”

Black And Blue

success

MONTREAL -- The BBCM
Foundation announced
Nov.8 that more than
$62,000 in contributions to
AIDS care groups had been
made as a result of the
annual Black and Blue

19-
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Party.
This represents an in-
crease of 55% over last

year’s donations.
From the 62 grand, $40
000  went to AIDS

Community Care Montreal,
and $5500 each to Fotrs de
dep de medi ts
Foundation d'aide directe
SIDA Montreal, Foundation
Joel Gregory, and Maison
Ludovic.

This, the fourth Black and
Blue Party, attracted 4587
participants.

e Montreal-based
BBCM Foundation, com-
prised of the Bad Boy Club
and the  Good Guys
Montreal, is a registered
non-profit organization cre-
ated by a group of Montreal

fessionals  to +

pr
much-needed AIDS care
funding.

Promises,

promises

OTTAWA -- Another broken
promise is no surprise.

After years of government
promises to amend Federal
Human Rights legislation to
incl sexual ori ti
the Liberal government
renigged on a promise to in-

both physical and psycholog-
ical signs of torture,
Canadian doctors told a
panel of the Immigration
and Refugee Board.

“There are no words for
how I feel,” Ortigoza told the
Toronto Star. Ortigoza ar-
rived in Toronto Nov. 6 to
meet his lover, Carl Rizzo of
New York. They met in 1992
in Venezuela. The two in-
tended to stay briefly in
Toronto to improve
Ortigoza’s chances of getting
a visa to live withRizzo in
New York.

Rizzo now plans to seek
Canadian citizenship.

Camp Sister
Spirit

LOS ANGELES -- The US
Memorial Day  Weekend

troduce the legisl before
Christmas.
Federal

Minister of

f Justice Alan Rock says that

he still plans to bring
forward the amendment.
The PM has been reluctant
to have two controversial

(May 26-30, 1995) will once
again be memorable for Mis-
§issippi as 1,000 gays and
esbiane  frorm--al

3 “msrouwn
America ride to the aid of

‘Wanda & Brenda Henson.

Along with numerous volun-

i ; teers, this lesbian family has
léllls in s:h;oseﬂ?use‘L of HPUIS B their | 120 acre

e - Spirit”
reported Xtra! Gun control tqf’ml"_ | f?tl)ifleran pir :

legislation has come under
fire from opposition critics
and lobbyists.

Fears that MPs Roseanne
Skoke and Tom Wappel will
leave the Liberal caucus for
the Reform Party of Canada
only make the Grits more re-
luctant. This scenario would
make Reform the official op-
position.

Queer refugee

By Rex Wockner

TORONTO — A gay man
from Venezuela was granted
refugee status in Canada
Jan.2 4 after officials con-
vinced themselves he had
been tortured and raped
three times by Venezuelan
police because he is gay.
Jose Luis Ortigoza showed

religious-right-inspired cam-
paign of violence, harass-
ment, intimidation = and
death threats. There have
been over 64 incidents to
date, including telephone
death threats, mail-bomb
threats, explosives at their
gate and a dead dog tied to
their mailbox.

The climate of hatred that
has been spawned in the
surrounding communities is
palpable and deadly. Two
gay men were murdered re-
cently just 15 miles away.

With no help from the gov-
ernment in sight, veteran
gay and lesbian activists
have decided to take the de-
fense of Camp Sister Spirit
into their own hands. Robin
Tyler, a prominent lesbian

HAIR LIMITED

0 Looking good feels great.
JOHNSTON 423-HAIR
Avs;d Winning Stylist 6660 Cornwallls St.
& Educator Halitax

activist who originally called
for and emceed the 1st
March on Washington for
Lesbian & Gay Rights, and
subsequently produced the
Main Stage for the 2nd and
3rd Marches, and Rev. Troy
Perry, founder of Metropoli-
tan Community Churches,
the largest organization of
gays and lesbians involved
/in the religious community,
will go to Camp Sister Spirit
over Memorial Day
Weekend to help complete
the work started by the
Hensons.

In addition to helping
build the property, money
will be raised to help Camp

Sister Spirit pay for ex-
penses for a federal lawsuit
to be filed under the anti-
Klan act for the harassment
they have received.

l%ecause of the es‘calLatmg

and gays all over the world,
an international lesbian/gay
version of the Clothesline
project will occur during this
time at the camp. The pur-
pose of the Clothesline pro-
ject is to bear witness to the
survivors and victims of the
war against women, both
the casualties of the war,
and the wounded. This
display shows the extent of
the problem with a visual
impact similar to the AIDS
quilt.

“We have marched

o e e s e v
25 years of Stonewall in
New York. America must
know that this was not a
‘phase of activism’ -- that we
shall continue the struggle
all over this country until
civil rights are extended to
everyone,” said Tyler.

Contact: UFMCC, 5300
Santa Monica Blvd. Suite
#304, Los Angeles, CA
90029 Attn. Project Camp
Sister Spirit or call Frank
Zerelli at (213) 464-5100,
ext. 212,

A

Safe Harbour
Metropolitan
Community

Church

Sunday Worship 7:30 pm
Pralse Time: 7:25 pm

Universalist Unitarian Church
5500 Inglis St., Halifax
(bus route 9 stop 0248)

.
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Can’t change
‘em

WASHINGTON The
American Medical Associa-
tion, reversing a 13-year-old
policy, has stopped recom-
mending efforts to turn un-
happy gay men and lesbians
into heterosexuals.

In areport adopted by the
AMA’s governing House of
Delegates earlier this
month, the association calls
for a “nonjudgemental
recognition of sexual
orientation by physicians.”

“All patients, regardless of
their sexual orientation,
have a right to respect and
concern for their lives and
values,” says the report, en-
titled, “Health Care Needs of
Gay Men and Lesbians in

the U.S.” “However, gay
men and lesbians face os-
tracism and discrimination
ﬁiom some health profession -
als.”

The policy paper, adopted
at a meeting Dec. 6,
replaces a 1981 paper titled,
“Health Care Needs of the
Hi ual P lation.”

The 1981 paper supported

treatments aimed at chang-

ing the sexual orientation of

Thomonexa als. The
that gays could not be

turned into heterosexuals, it

said, was a myth.

The American Psychiatric
Association removed homo-
sexuality from its list of
mental illnesses in 1973.

The AMA policy paper
also cites a 1994 study that
found 64 percent of its mem-
bers believed that homosex-

ual patients risked receiving
substandard care if they
disclosed their orientation.

The policy paper urges
doctors to consider “the spe-
cial needs of gay men and

Botion
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lesbians who have signifi-
cant partner relationships.”-
It suggests that physicians
talk to gay patients to de-
termine whether they want
their partners to make med-
ical decisions for them
should they become unable
to decide for themselves.

New HIV vac-

cines

Within 18-24 months, two
new HIV vaccine trials will
begin. The tests will be per-
formed on heterosexual drug
users in Thailand and homo-
sexual men in Brazil.

World Health Organiza-
tion officials say that be-
tween 4,000 and 20,000
people in the two countries
will take part. Small scale
testing on humans has been
underway in Europe.

The associated Press re-
ported that women would be
included in initial tests in

O A

Mhasland. - SWEL

make referrals, and build
coalitions with non-gay asso-
ciations.

“The most important as-
pect of the network ... will be
its contribution to the grass-
roots initiatives that are
sprouting throughout the re-
gion,” said Info AIDS’ Amir
Hanusic.

United Nations
AIDS czar

By Rex Wockner
The United Nations Dec. 12
named Belgian doctor Peter
Piot as its first AIDS czar,
charged with mobilizing the
resources of all U.N. agen-
cies to fight the disease, re-
ported Reuter.

Piot has been associate di-
rector of the World Health
Organization’s Global Pro-
gram on AIDS since 1992
and is a past president of
the International AIDS
Society.

“Faced with a truly global
emergency ... it is impera-
tive that the United Nations
resp is comprel i
and effective,”

General Boutros

ot’s appointment.

Piot will head up the AIDS
work of six U.N. agencies:
the World Health Organiza-
the Children’s Fund;
the Development Program;

Secientifs

tion;

the Ed ional

Secretary-
Boutros-
Ghali said in announcing Pi-

that one in five men and one
in twelve women are HIV-in-
fected in Thailand,
compared to one in 250
people in the US.

Balkan network
By Rex Wockner
Info AIDS in Zagreb, Croa-
tia, and the gay group
Arkadia in Belgrade, Yu-
goslavia, are forming a gay-
activist network for the
Balkan states.

The network will receive
and dispatch information,

and Cultural Organization;
the Population Fund; and

the World Bank.

Piot has plans in the
works to test two HIV vac-
cines in Thailand and Brazil.

By the year 2000 it is es-
timated that up to 40 million
people worldwide will be
HIV-positive.

Indonesian AIDS

Project

By Rex Wockner
The European Commission
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last week donated $900,000
to fight AIDS in Indonesia’s
top three cities -- Jakarta,
Surabaya and Bandung.
Sixty-seven Indonesians
have AIDS and another 208
are HIV-positive, Welfare
Minister Azwar Anas said.
“The government is deter-
mined to fight AIDS with all
efforts and funds so the con-
quering of AIDS becomes a
part of our national devel-
opment plan,” he added.
According to the Reuters
news service, officials say
privately that the HIV rate
could be 200 times the offi-
cial figures.

S/M Consent

case before EC
By Rex Wockner

The European Commission
on Human Rights in Stras-
bourg, France, Jan. 18 ac-
cepted the case of three gay
British men who were jailed
for having consensual sado-
masochistic sex.

The arrests were part of
British  police’s infamous
“Operation  Spanner” in
which 16 men were charged
with assault in 1990 as a re-
sult of SM sex play in their
own homes. They were sen-
tenced to up to four-and-a-
half years in prison.

The sentences were re-
duced on appeal.

L . British courts said consent

is not a defense in sex acts
where bodily harm is com-
mitted. The European Com-
mission disagreed.

The commission will try to
settle the case directly with
the British government. If
that fails, it will go to the
commission’s committee of
ministers or the European
Court of Human Rights.

“The European Court has
recognized that the individ-
ual in Britain has a right to
privacy with respect to their
sexual lives,” one of the men,
Roland Jaggard, 47, told
Reuters.

The European Commission
and European Court are
part of the Council of
Europe, a human-rights
organization formed by 33
nations.

Yeltsin rejects

testing law

By Rex Wockner

Russian President Boris
Yeltsin in late December re-
turned to parliament legisla-
tion mandating HIV testing
of foreigners, tourists and
Russians who are at high
risk for AIDS or work in cer-
tain professions.

Yeltsin told the Duma, the
lower house of parliament, to
rework the bill.

Non-governmental AIDS
organizations in Moscow
took credit for Yeltsin’s move
and said it was the first time

) they had impacted AIDS
I policies.

Swedes can

marry

By Rex Wockner

Two men in the northern
town of Ostersund were the
first to tie the knot after
Sweden’s law legalizi
gay/lesbian marriage took
effect Jan.1.

Hans Jonsson, 42, and
Sven-Olov Jansson, 58, were
married at City Hall by for-
mer member of parliament
Jorn Svensson, who publicly
supported same-sex mar-
riage as early as 1973,

Parliament legalized gay

marriage June 7 by a yote of

171 to 141 with 5 absten-
tions and 32 absences.

At the time, Prime Minis-
ter Carl Bildt stated: “We
accept homosexual love as
equivalent to heterosexual.
Love is an important force to
personal as well as social
development, and should
therefore not be denied.”

Denmark legalized gay
marriage in 1989, Norway
in 1993. More than 3,000
gay couples have wed in
Denmark.

No queers in
Polish military

By Rex Wockner

Poland removes proven gays
from its military by diagnos-
ing them with “personality
disorders,”  reports the
newspaper Nowa Trybuna
Opolska.

“The homosexual commu-
nity has difficulty as a whole
[with] institutions and legal
entities,” noted Poland’s As-
sociation of Lambda Groups.
In addition to military ha-
rassment, gays are under
the surveillance by the Inte-
rior Ministry, are discrimi-
nated against by police, see
their careers limited by cor-
porations, the church and
government; have trouble
renting space for gay bars,
suffer hate-language in the
‘media, and are mistreated
by the health sector, the as-
sociation said.



Brazilians sup-
port Gaillot

By Rex Wockner

Members of Brazil's oldest
gay organization, Grupo
Gay Da Bahia, picketed the
state of Bahia’s Roman
Catholic . Cardinal, Lucas

Neves, Jan. 20 to protest
Pope John Paul II's recent
suspension of French Bishop
Jacques Gaillot.

GGB members distributed
pamphlets and condoms and
carried banners supporting
Gaillot, who was removed as
bishop of Evreux, France,
and assigned to an inactive
diocese in the African nation
of Mauritania, because of his
vocal support of condom use
and gays.

GGB head Luiz Mott said
Bahia’s state capital, Sal-

vador, pop. 2.5 million, is a

center for the “candomble”
voodoo religion which, he
said, has gay gods and
openly gay priests.

South Asians

gather in India

By Rex Wockner
About 70 gay men from

India, akistan,

Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri

ka’ gathered at year's

‘end near Bombay, India, for

" the region’s first-ever gay
conference. They demanded
that India repeal its law
against gay sex, which is
punished with up to 10
years in jail, according to
gay activist and magazine
publisher Ashok Row Kawi,
who organized the confab.
He said men jailed for
homosexuality are forced to
work and are chained in
their cells. .

Delegates also appealed’
for research on gay themes
in ancient Indian literature,
poetry and folklore.

“We need sex education in
schools and to tell students
that homosexuality existed
in ancient India,” Kawi told
AP. Kawi believes there are
50 million gays in India, al-
most all of them closeted.

Australian in-

semination
By Rex Wockner
The parliament of Australi-
a’s Northern Territory has
banned single women and
lesbians from accessing in-

-
g
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Kiss this

By Rex Wockner
London’s Lesbian Avengers
staged a kiss-in outside the
Channel 4 network head-
quarters Jan. 7 to protest
the removal of a lesbian kiss
from the early showing of
the TV program Brookside.
The kiss, between charac-
ter Beth Jordache and her
new squeeze, Viv, was
shown on the 8 p.m. airing of
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vitro fertilization programs.

“The territory government
believes that the best possi-
ble relationship for a child to
be born into is a stable, lov-
ing relationship between a
man and a woman,” said
territory Attorney General
Fred Finch.

In-vitro fertilization is
available to all women on a
case-by-case basis in Aus-
tralia’s other states and ter-
ritories. (Chicago Tribune)

Chinese dykes

commit suicide
By Rex Wockner

Two Chinese lesbian lovers
killed themselves Dec. 4 by
injecting Lysol because one
wanted to marry a man and
the other didn’t want her to,
reported the Xin i
Evening Daily.

The women, aged 22 and
26, lived in Suihau in Hei-
longjiang province and had
been lovers for several
years, the newspaper said.

Most Chinese gays and
lesbians cave in to social
pressure to marry.
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the soap opera but removed
from the repeat which aired
the next day at an earlier
hour.

According to Capital Gay,
“Channel 4, spurred by
shock-horror stories in the
tabloid press, deemed [the
kiss] too steamy for ‘pre-wa-
tershed’ viewing.”

The Avengers sported
“Kiss Me Quick” hats and
waved “Don’t Snip The

Snog” placards.

February is Black History Month.
Wayves salutes two historical figures:
singer Bessie Smith (1894-1937)

and writer James Baldwin (1924-1987).
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